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X At the iiiouthly buflinesH meetin;;^ of the church held Soptoniber 

•» 16th, 1891, tho following minuUi occurs: "Tluvt Brotlior K, W. 

^ 8awtell Ik) appointed to write the history of this church.'' 

i This is tli(5 extent of tlio instructions given —not a word of ad- 

J^^ice as to lengtli or breadth or scope or plan. No wonder that 

the matter was newer looked into till late in winter ; and when 

■^ it was also well known that others had been previously "/ippoint- 

J|«d" to the work, but had given it up after "looking into it." No 

^wonder, I say, that it was with reluctance that it was ever 

^ undertaken by one who had neither experience nor knowledge 

^in "bookmaki ng." But the fact remained that the church 

j3 wanted it done and loyalty to the church demanded sacrifice on 

the part of some one of its menjbers, thus the tawk was accepted, 

*^ The "history" is simply a condensed compilation of the 

^^ninutes of tiie Cliurch business and to any but tlie members 

^^ind their friends can afford but little pleasure or interest, and 

for them it is written simply as a book of ref(jrence, making no 

— iilaim to literary merit nor presenting any striking or extraor- 

<linary historical events —yet with the writer's conviction that 

>it will bo appreciated by the present and future wiembcu's of the 

Churcli »s a memento of the doings ot those who have gone be- 

£ )re and are now enjoying the fruits of their lal)ors in the 

.•'^Better Land." 
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Few churches of any denomination possess records the publi- 
cation of which would excite interest outside its ' own member- 
bership and adherents. Some have been published and failed 
even to interest its own members. Among the few wMch have 
created more than ordinary notice "The Broadmead Records" 
may be mentioned. This was the history of an old Baptist 
Church at Bristol, England, existing since the year 1640, and 
which had the distinction of furnishing victims deemed worthy 
of persecution and imprisonment, if not for the stake, for 
opinions held and maintained in favor of soul-liberty, and who 
willingly suffered tortures in defence of the truth. 

The First Baptist Church of Oxford possesses no such striking- 
records, hence can claim no such distinction, neither can we 
hope to create an interest outside our own circle and friends. 
Probably not one in a hundred of our present or past member- 
ship have examined our records and few of our younger mem- 
bers have a true conception of the origin and past history of the 
Church. It has been thought wise by the Church that for this 
reason, and also* on account of the fast fading manuscript, to 
endeavor to rescue at least the leading events of the past 70 
years and place*them within the reach of every member in a con- 
densed and readable form, and thus, at least, to preserve the 
facts, and if such should excite an interest and a determination 
on the part of our members to become better acquainted with 
the history of their own denomination at large a greater point 
will have been gained. 

If it were allowable to interweave matters which suggest 
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tlioiuHolvofl to our mimlH as wo poi*u«o ilio roconlH, it would not 
ho (lifHcult to cniate an intoroHt ))oyoncl our littlo circle or ovcjii 
tho bouiidarios of our county. T\w period of the exiHtonco of 
our church would enibraoo tho dawn of HOttlomont and civiliz- 
ation 'of woHtorn Caruida an well as tho history of tho wonder- 
ful Htrid<j.s in agriculture, (education, and tho arts and HciencoH of 
tlio nineteenth century. 

It would show tho progress of a^^riculturo from tho stripping 
of tho donH(^ fon^HtH of timber through which the red men had 
roamed for centuries unmolested by their white brothers and 
the development of tho Hoil into tho beautifully cultured farms 
which we witness today; it would exhibit the progress of archi- 
tocturo from the ))ark covonul shanty of tho early sc^ttler, built 
hy tlHi use of tlu^ axe alone, to th(^ costly residcinces, connnential 
palaces, churches and public buildings, culminating in the mag- 
nificcmt structure now nearing completion for our county courts 
4ind public; ofVices ; it wouhi array before our (^y<^« th(^ tools and 
implements, as somt^ of uh hav(i socmi them, in advancing useful- 
ness in evcM'y decades, from tho sickle and cradle to th(» almost 
perfect maehin(?ry of the day and with which our farmers aro 
familiar. It would remind us also that the use of steam as a 
motive power was scarcely known, and very littlo of the 
machinery whi(!h is now through its discovery brought into use ; 
that railroads w<»r<i thtui unknown and steam boats almost 
<M]ually unused ; that e^lectricity luis ))0(m harnessed, not only 
for telegraphing and lighting, but for locomotives and motor 
power in every (conceivable form, Tho indisp^insabhs telephone, 
tho phonograph, tho typewriter, and a thousand other useful 
nnd ornamcMital articl<?s owe thcur discjoveries to tho period 
mentioned. 

Then, to."), tho origin and perfection of ouv ^viVAva vn'^nj^'^ 
aystora, with our advanced col\eg«ft ol \ftaT\\\viVt»% ^vv« \.\^^vi. t^^Xi 
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free libraries, our various benevolent and charitable institutions 
and hospitals have, in this short period, attained to considerable 
eminence. 

When we think of the picture of loneliness presented by a soli- 
tary shanty in the dense wilderness and perchance not' even 
the sound of any other axe within hearing, or a friend within 
many miles, we might well say that "the pioneers of that day 
were worthy of being classed as heroes of great courage and 
determination." 

The earliest record that we have of the settlement of this 
county dates back almost a century. In the year 1793 Col. 
8imcoe, then Governor of Canada, invited the U. E. Loyalists 
who liad manifested by acts of daring and courage their love 
for the British flag and a desire for its maintenance, to come 
into Canada and possess the land. 

The first who responded to his invitation was Thomas Horner, 
who came and pitched his tent in Blenheim, on the banks of tlu? 
stream now known as Horner^s Creek. The Governor had three 
concessions surveyed and presented to him. Mr. Horner sub- 
secjuently moved his family there and began a settlement by 
building a saw mill the materials for which had to )je carted all 
the way from York State, The next settler, as far as we know, 
was Thomas Ingersoll who selected "Oxford on the Thames," 
which consisted of what is now known as three townships by 
the name of Oxford East, West and North. Mr. Ingersoll 
settled on the banks of the Thames where Ingersoll now stands, 
which was named after him. 

Unfortunately both these gentlemen, after they had spent 

much labor and some money in surveying and making roads, 

lost nearly all the lands given them by Governor Simcoe, they 

being escheated to the Crown. It was discovered after the gover- 

nor was recalled and his succesROr came l\icAi ivo ^^\«tA l\ad been 
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issued and the then government ignored their just claims ex^ 
cept a small position to which they were entitled as squatters. 

Subsequently Benjamin Loomis settled in West Oxford and 
Peter Lossiug in Norwich, where he founded the colony of 
quakers and to which place many followed him. 

The assessment roll for 1812 contains 64 names only and out 
of which the following in the nearest settlement are selected, viz : 
Veron Mather, lot 12, E. Oxford, 200 acres, 12 cleared, 1 horse, 
2 cows; Robert Clarke, lot 13, 200 acres, 18 cleared, 2 horses, 
2 oxen, 2 cows ; Levi Luddington, lot 17, 200 acres, 20 cleared, 
1 horse, 2 oxen, 4 cows; Zecharia Burtch, lot 18, 200 acres, 30 
cleared, 1 horse, 2 oxen, 4 cows; Archibald Burtch, lot 19, 100 
acres, 6 cleared, 1 horse, 1 cow; Levi Babbit, lot 20, 100 acres 
1 4 cleared, 1 horse, 1 cow. 

In 1817 the population of the whole county (which then in- 
included west Nissouri, Burford and Oakland townships) had in- 
. creased to 530 with 78 houses so called, 1 minister, Elder May- 
bee in West Oxford, presiding over a strict communion Bap- 
tist church, but no place of worship ; one grist mill two saw 
mills, but no school, no police court and no gaol. 

Among the very early settlers we lind the names of those 
who became constituent members of this church and others who 
joined soon after, nearly all of whom were U. E. Loyalists. 

Old Country emigrants had not yet reached this far inland, 
hence New England customs and New England religion were 
largely adopted. 

In the fall of 1821 Elder Tallman, an open communion Bap 
tist, came into this county for the purpose of settling his soc. 
on some land in Zorra. He did not wish it to be known thai 
he was a preacher, but it inadvertantly leaked out and he could 
not resist the demand for a sermon, and after hearing one they 
wanted more. It soon spread over tha ^^\»\^fc\£kKci^» "^^jc^^^ *vb^^^ 
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flocked for miles to hear him. He seemed to have been a man 
of considerable force and influence and soon gathered a follow- 
ing. He returned to his home in York State before winter, 
leaving his son in Canada. 

At this time there were about 2,000 inhabitants in the 
county where there are now nearly 50,000, and then but 1,000 
in "Little Muddy York," where there are now nearly 200,000 
in the great metropolis of the Province of Ontario — Toronto. 

In the spring of 1822 Elder Tallman returned to Oxford, 
whether by invitation of his admirers here or to see what his 
son was doing, or his own desire as an evangelist it is not said, 
but the result of his visit was the formation of an open com- 
munion Baptist Church. The first and for ten years the only 
church in the settlement where Woodstock now stands. 



CHAPTER I. 



Elder Tallman-Constituent Members — Oroaniza-Tion -First Bap- 
tism — Adoption of a Covenant and Rules op Faith— Baptism 
IN Horner's Creek — Church Formkd in Blenheim - Ordin- 
ation of Elders Cross and Harris— SpjiiNfjpoRi) Church — The 
First Convention— A. Burtch — W. II. Landon. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand ei^^ht hundred and 
twenty two Elder Thomas Tallman, pastor of the First Free 
Communion Baptist church of Worchester,8haron and Cobuskill, 
State of New York, made a visit to this part of Canada, duly 
authorised to constitute and organize churches wherever God 
in His Providence may cast his lot and proper applications heinff 
made to him for that purpose. 

There can be no doubt as to the authority delegated to him, 
and it is also evident that he was a man of persuasive and mag- 
netic power, for we learn that the persons whose names consti- 
tute "The First Free Communion Baptist Chur^^h in the Town 
of Oxford" had been members ofthe**C]oso Communion Church 
in Oxford." The following are the names: — 

Salmon King, Rufus Foster, John I>. Tree, Richard Tims, 
Horace Cross, Mathew Randall, David Cross, jr , Ira Barr, 
Lois Dibble, Elizabeth Welch, Elizabeth Tree, Lydia Sickles, 
Lucy Barr, Charity King, Rel)ecca Ramhill, Rachel Thornton, 
Betsy Cross, Lydia King, Abigal Foster." 

The })etition to Elder Tallman to constitute and organise the 
foregoing parties into a church to be called "The First Free 
Communion Baptist Church of the Tov;n of Oxford," was duly 
presented and notice given for such purpose to take place at the 
school house. The following is the record: — 

**Oxford, April 22nd, 1822, met agreeable to previous notice, 
on the G(»vernor's Road at the school house near Bro. Tree's and 
made application to Elder Tallman, who called on Bro. Cross 
and Bro. Welch to sit in council with \\\«v la.tv'^ SJ^ ^•^'a* S^^sssx 
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opinion that each member «houl(l give a rehition of the work of 
God's grace on their hearts and the travel of their minds touch- 
ing the present application which was individually complied 
with, and after which he proceeded to constitute and organiz- 
the church in gospel order and rule. After which came for- 
ward Brothers V. Welch and D. Cross and joined Ihe church, 
and the lirethren gave Bro. Cross liberty to improve his gifts 
in holding meetings and expounding the Hcriptureft wherever 
(Jod in His providence may open a door." (^gd) Salmon King, 
ch. elk. 

At the same meeting, Joseph Northrip and John Baldwin 
told their experience, were baptized and received the hand of 
fellowship, thus constituting a church of twenty -one mem- 
})ers. A covenant and rules of faith, almost as long as 
the 39 articles, were adopted and subscrilyed to \yy 
every member. One article provided for the setting 
apart one day in every month to acknowledge their covenant. 
Thus began that, to them, all important meeting which seemed 
to constitute the test of true discipleship and firm adherence to 
the cause. For a period of forty years these monthly week day 
meetings were held with more or less regularity and enthusianm, 
but were long since replaced by the weekly prayer meeting, 
where the edification of each other by the relation of Christian 
experience was continued, but the practice of exclusion for 
failing to confess orally to the covenant and articles of faith 
was discontinued. Another article provided for discipline of 
members by the vote of "male members only." It would be in- 
teresting to reproduce the whole but space forl)ids. 

April 20. Tlie church met at the school house near Bro. 
Cross', agreeable to notice, "to receive a number of members 
which could not attend last Saturday, when Elder Talhnan 
preached. On the following Sunday they were baptized and 
received the hand of fellowship, after which .the communion of 
the Lord's supper was celebrated." 

At every montlily meeting additions were made to this infant 

cause and the Spirit of Christ was manifest in the conversion of 

souh. J^t the June meeting Elders Eangford and Tallman 

preached. James Harris (after preaching on the following Sun- 
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(lay) wa« "rocoiYod into fcllownhip and ^rantiul a lioojifto Uy im- 
prove hift ^ft«.'' 

On the 13th of Octolior "A general meeting" wa« held near 
Iforner'ft Creek, in Blenheim, at the houHo of .ToMeph Hmith, 
Elder Tallman preached, after which eight were baptized in 
Horner 8 Creek, A church wan then formed consisting of 
thirteen memlHTs. J. Oohia wan elecUMl to serve as deacon an(? 
Bro. Slaughson, clerk. Richard Tims was the first deacon 
elected to serve the Oxford church. 

On the 31st of the same month we learn that **a council wa» 
held in the hous(5 of David Curtis for the puq)Ose of ordaining 
Darius Cross and James Harris." The delegates fnmi the Ox- 
church were Elder Talhnan, L. If. Perry, Vine Welch, J. B. 
Tree and Salmon King. Elder Tallman was moderator and S. 
King, clerk. At the Xoveml)er covenant meeting the first case 
of (lisripline (The cause l)eing excessive drinking) was carried 
to the exclusion of the memlxT. 

Among the additions for the year of its organization we find 
the familiar names of Abigail Burtch, f^aura Harris, N. Hill, J. 
Vanduzen and Joseph S. Sickles 

On the lir>th of January, 1823, the (piestirm of finance was 
discussed, apparently for the fii-sttime, and it has been a live am! 
important question all through its hist-ory. On that occasicm 
the conclusion reached was emlnHlied in this resolve: **That 
each nuile memln^r shall pay six cents per month for the necess- 
ary exjH»n.Hes of the clmrch and that Salmon King Ix? tho^ 
treasurer to rerrive the sai<l fax." There are two points worthy 
of notice Ikm'c, viz: "That Canada Currency" was not then in 
common use and that church finances were not characterized by 
voluntaryism. The next it<Mn worthy of notf? occurs March 29th, 
1H23, when, after the covenant meeting it was "voted that an 
address Ixi sent to the free communion Baptist confen»nce, to be 
held at Bowman's Creek next June, and a day to be set apart 
for fasting and prayer the secimd Thursday in May. This 
was the first effort to s(»ek recogniti(m by the Inxly to which the 
church had attached its<*lf. 

At the covenant meeting April 2rith, John Smith from th<v 
States was received by experience and letters of cecx\u\\\wvvvVsv5os^vct. 
and was liconffed to improve \\w <;^l\vv. 
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During the year 1823 we i'lnd that Elders Tallman, Cross 
and Harris made frequent visits to the lower settlement — as 
South Norwich was then called — and preached acceptably and 
the result was that in February, 1824, *'the brethren there asked 
to be set apart as a branch churcli." This appears to have been 
done after the general conference and what is "now known as the 
ypringford church was duly constituted. 

Am()n<:( the many familiar names of persons admitted in 1824 
we find those of Spraguo, Dibble, Aldrich, Dean, Luddington, 
Clark, Lamport, Hallock and Burtch. The last named was 
baptized on the 28th day of August and in December following 
he was appointed deacon, and L. H. Perry church clerk. 

On January the IGth, 1825, a meeting was held in Taft's 
school house in Zorra — oi' over the river as it was called — when 
A. Taft and wife, E. Cody and wife, M. Cody and E. McQuain 
were baptized. On the following June we find that A. Taft 
was appointed deacon and Darius Cross clerk of that branch 
of the church in Zorra. 

Among the papers preserved are the original minutes of 
^'The Free Communion Baptist Association of Upper Canada, 
in convention at the house of Deacon Archibald Burtch in E*vst 
Oxford, on the 24th of June, 1825," at which Elder Goble 
preached and Elders Cross and Harris and many others felt 
the "freedom of the Spirit and spoke of the goodness of God." 

Elder Coble was chosen moderator, and L. H. Perry, clerk of 
the conference, then proceeded to read the letters of the 
churclies, when the following statistics were given, viz: Blen- 
heim church 37 raembors ; Southold 15 ; Oxford 79; Norwich 
15 ; total 146. A petition from the Norwich branch was read 
^^asking to ])e set apart as a church." Petition granted and 
the hand of fellowship given by tlie moderator. 

After completing tlie business of the conference it was *'voted 
that the clerk prepare the minutes for the press and have them 
printed." 

On the 30th of July a covenant meeting was held at Harris 

Street, for the purpose of settling some difficulty among the 

brethren, the nature of which is indistinguishable in the fading 

rocord, but some exclusions took place : the frequency of which 

jji those early days indicate that eitV\er a \a.^vift%^ m tiUa a.d- 
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mission of members or a puritanical strictness in discipline ex- 
isted. 

The years 1824 and 1825 witnessed largo accessions, number- 
injjf not less than 42, mostly by baptism. Among them were 
members of families whose descendants remain with us, viz : 
Hallock, Howell, Dolson, Lamport, Burtch and Gee, not for- 
getting one who more than any other in afteg years taught and 
served the church in its various struggles and prosperities for 
nearly twenty five years, we refer to William Henry Landon. 
He was admitted by letter on tlu^ 30tli of December, 1825, 
About the same period Jane Blow, who had been baptized by 
Elder Cross and joined the church in Blenheim, subsequently 
coming to Woodstock and becoming a member where she has to 
this, its seventieth anniversary, wielded a great influence by 
her walk, conversation and exam})lo as the honored wife. and 
widow of Deacon Burtch. 

At the January meeting 1826, several oases of discipline were 
dealt with and exclusions followed in great solemnity. At tho 
same meeting Deacon A. Burtch was chosen church clerk 
protem. By the close of this year the number of members had 
reached the comparatively largo aggregate of eighty. The 
covenant meetings had been variously \vv\\ attended either at 
Taft's school house, at Harris street in West Oxford, in the 
Rowell settlement in East Zorra, or at head quarters — Governor's 
Road — as the place where Woodstock now stands was then 
called. While they seemed to have had no paid ])astor the 
church was supplied and the ordinances administered by Elder 
Tallman, then Elder Cross, while Elders Harris and G()])le fre- 
quently preached. The first church worshipped in the log 
school house on the corner of what is now Dundas and Chapel 
streets, and when the congregation was large in Deacon Burtch's 
barn. In 1827 no additions were made and only two in 1828. 
On the 30th of August of this year W. H. Landon was duly 
ordained an elder, and thence forward devoted much of his time 
and talent to the interests of the cliurch. 
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Special Zeal— Elder David Marks — Efforts for a Union of 
Baptists — Failure — Zorra Church — Harris Street Church 
— New Frame Chapel — Elder Landon's Pastorate — The 
First Sexton — First Association — Communion Restricted. 

The year 1829 seemed to have been a year of great zeal and 
large accessions. Among the first baptized we find the names 
of George and Hannah Blake, Anna Welch, Henry and Lucy 
Lamport. Later in the year, Stephen B. Tree, Thomas Earl, 
Elijah Hill, Benjamin Lamport, Edward Topping and many 
others, numbering forty-two, whose names are still familiar to 
us and many of whom the older members were well acquainted 
with. Jeremia Letts, one of the 42 mentioned, was shortly after 
made church clerk, but some trouble having arisen he resigned 
till it should be cleared up and Deacon Burtch again assumed 
the duties. 

On the 12th, 13th and 14th of June 1829, the "Eighth 
annual Free Communion Baptist conference of Upper Canada" 
was held in the house of Deacon Burtch. A copy of the minutes 
has been preserved which states "That Elder David Marks 
preached the introductory discourse from 1 Peter 2-5 verses." 

David Marks in his autobiography refers to this occasion and 
says: "The Lord favored me with one of my best seasons and 
comforted the hearts of many." He goes on to say "our yearly 
meeting had appointed Bro. Straight and myself to attend this 
conference, to open a correspondence and labor to effect a union 
with this people. They received us affectionately and advised 
their churches to appoint messengers to meet in conference with 
us in two weeks." 

This conference seems to have been a very pleasant one. 
Elder Landon was elected Moderator and Oran Wright, Clerk. 
The number reported as members of the Oxford Church was 69. 
Elder Marks, as nearly all know, was an evangelist whose labor* 
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in the interest of the " Free-will Baptist Church of America " 
were remarkable. He made several tours through this part of 
Canada, preaching to large assemblies wlio gathered from great 
<listances to near him. In the same year (September 20, 1829), 
he married Marrilla Turner, a daughter of Capt. Turner, then 
residing on the Governor's road, on the 1st lot of the 10th con- 
cession of Zorra. He speaks very highly of the recepti(m he al- 
ways got from the Baptists of Oxford, and was anxious to bring 
about the church union referred to. 

Wo learn, from his, work, that the joint meeting was hold at 
Oxford the last of June, when there were present six delegates 
from tlie " Free-will Baptists " and fourteen from the Free Com- 
munion B.iptists." After fully discussing tlie subject of union, 
they found that the chief differences between them were : 
" Whereas tlie Fr-ee-will Baptists maintain that a saint, in this 
state of i)robation, may lose that grace and that character which 
constitute him such, and thus finally perish : the Free Com- 
irmnion liaptists generally maintain the reverse. Secondly : 
That Free Connnunion Baptists have a few written articles of 
faith, abstract from the Scriptures, while the Free-will Baptists 
acknowledge no standard but the Bible." 

It was agreed to meet at the Holland Purchase yearly meet- 
ing in August and endeavor to eftect a union. 

Elder Harris attended the meeting, but there is no evidence 
that a union such as Elder Marks desired was ever formed. 

On the 30th day of May, 1830, the following wen? appointed 
delegates to the general conference, viz.: Elders J. Harris and 
J. Ooble, brethren A. Burtch, S. Rowell, M. Cody, E. Cross and 
E. Toj)ping. it is not stated where the conference was held 
this year. 

At the covenant meeting, held at the school-house, July 31, 
1830, Bro. Coulburn asked for a ** letter of reconnnendation 
from the church." On being asked why ? he replied : "That, 
being a public spciaker, he could not ccmscientiously preach final 
persevcjrence." The church " voted he should have a letter, but 
not of recommendati(m ; for he brought occfisions against the 
church." Thus, in the past, as well as the present, men differed 
in doctrinal Ix^lief and (liscussed their differejices ; but, like Paul 
and Barnabas, parted company. 
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On the 28th of August it was voted " that at the next cove- 
nant meeting there be a donation by the brethren to defray the 
expenses of printing our minutes." This, certainly, was an evi- 
dence of progression ; also, that there were facilities, within 
their reach, for preserving a record of their doings through the 
press. 

We learn that a council was called, to meet at the Blenlieim 
Church on the 30th of October, to settle some difficulty, which 
had arisen in that infant church, and the following large dele- 
gation was sent from the parent church : Elders Cross and 
Harris, Brethren Burtch, Rowell, Blake, Letts, Rexford, Periy, 
Topping, B. Lamport, H. Lamport, J. Barraclif, S. B. Tree, N. 
Brown and D. Burtch. 

Reuben Martin was appointed Church Clerk, December 3. 
At the same meeting a resolution was passed to " set oil East 
Zorra Church as a branch of the Oxford Church." 

Elder Tallman, whose absence is not accounted for, again ap- 
pears at the covenant meeting in October, and subsequent meet- 
ings to May, 1831, when he, with Elders Cross and Harris, and 
Brethren A. Burtch and R. Martin were appointed delegates to 
the general conference to fee held the 10th day of June. 

A very intere^ing covenant meeting was held October 29th 
in which Elder Jenkins, Elder Landon and a large number of 
members took part ; and also a number of candidates gave their 
experience and applied for baptism. 

The brethren at Harris street made a request to the Oxford 
Church, on the 10th of December, 1831, to be set oft as a sepa- 
rate cause, to be called " the second branch of Oxford Church." 

At the covenant meeting, August 25th, 1832, we find that a 
license was granted to Brother E. Topping " to improve his 
gifts, wherever God in His Providence may call him." There 
were then 82 members in good standing. In February, 1833, 
Jeremiah Letts was again appointed church clerk. There is no 
other record for that year. 

For 1834-5 there is no record, and until October, 1836, there 
seems to have been a bari'en, unfruitful period. Covenant meet- 
ings were occasionally held for discipline, but no evidence is 
given of stated preaching. At this time, however, there was " a 
j77/inifost disposition to return to the Lord, ivom. whom they had 
sundered. '' 
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A frairiM 4;liiipol wan cjnjfjicd, unci (ijxummI an ilin 27th clay c»f 
D«c<<iiilH»r, |h;$0. KM(5r Laiidon j>rc!iw;lM5<l thcj dodication Mor- 
mon, from pMalm *J7, vnnm 4. Thn mc?otingM wore? coniintHnl 
«lov«n clayH, and *M.Im) Lord ponrml out Hin Mpirit in a wonder- 
ful mannnr -MaintM wcm'C! rc^vivcwl and mouIm antivm'UHl," 

January Ut, |HrJ7, a lar/<<5 numlMjr w(u'(^ l»aj>tiM(«l, ifi(;ludin^ 
tlui fianiC'M of W. and K. lavcsy, Julitm I'c^rry, Jam<^M, J/uJoh and 
Mary Topping, Mary Vcnyf I). Luddin^ton and otlmrM. 

At tlin covimant dwvXiu}^ January 2Hth, 1837, Alrnon Ttvi) 
and Ifuldah Tn;(! pr(iM<Mitnd jottc^rH from liuMhford and Lyndon, 
N. York, and IJnlinda Landon, T. MathcjWM, (*]w,nU*r Withy, 
PamcOia Luddin;<ton and Franri^M Watc^rhnry nuji'ivcjd tlu? hand 
of fdllovvMhip ; and at tlici (jIomm (»f thci mnntin^ it waM votc?d ; 
*^ That fiv<) clollan4 Hhall Im) tMiid out (tf tlio c;ofmnon fund;4 of tlio 
iihurcjli to M/wtnr Ifonry JJnrtcjh ; up<»n the? condition that hu 
mako all the lUHiimHiivy liroN, in propc«r HcniMon, for all thn mnitt- 
in^M of tJH! church, and kcu)])ing tho Iiouhc Mwcpt, until the Hr^t 
of January, IHrjK." 

The v<uum\ failH to tell if the monc^y waM paid or the cjonditiofm 
complied with. Nor (hnm it May that the relnilliofi (»f that year 
inUn'fered with the fulllllment of the duticM. The party namecl 
luiM no n^collection of Mpc^ndifi^ the Mtipend mentiofic^d, heru^e it 
Im ufdikcOy that he carried out the (;ontnict. 

Kcthruary 25, |h:J7, 11. IL Burt<;h and KJijah Thm? were hatp 
tiMed by oUUiv Landon. Jafnc^H (iuild and VVillifim HurtfJi, 
Manih Mnl. 

At thn April c^ovefiant meetifi^, a rcMolution waM p/iMM(ul to 
*' make a Mid>M<;ription for the temporal MUpjKirt of Klder f^ind(;n 
for the (u»min^ year." 

Au^UMt 2Mth an effort waM mmic? with thcj KaMl^ern Hapti.Mt 
AMMociation to hc>ld a general convefition of J^aptintM at TowfiM 
end, to meet the third WcidneMclay if) Hepl^mdwir. Kldcu* Lan- 
doft and l)ea<!on Hurtch to he delegatcM, with authority to 
" MUpport an aMMcwiiation, without infrin^in^ on the? ri/t^htM of in- 
dividual c!hurcheM." Here wc? oliMcrve the indicaticm of Mturdy, 
HaptiMt ifidependenco. 
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E. Topping and Philip Mitchell were appointed denxcons on 
the 30th of Sept. 

There is no record for 1839. 

May 30th, 1840, E. Topping, A. Burtch, G. Blake, J. Letts 
and Elder Landon were elected delegates to the association to 
be held at Waterford. 

On the 2r)th of July the delegation reported to the church in 
favor of withdrawal from the association, which was accordingly 
done, but no reason is assigned for such withdrawal. 

May 30th, 1841, Elder Landon was appointed a delegate to 
Haldimand for the purpose of "meeting the ministers of the de- 
nomination," and August the 27th it was ordered that a col- 
lection be taken up next day to defray the expenses of said dele- 
gate. At the same meeting R. H. Burtch was elected church 
clerk and in the month of October treasurer also. 

Sept. 25th, 1841, it was "voted that there be no invitations 
on communion occasions hereafter, until a final adjustment of 
the question." 

On the 29th of January, 1842, it was moved by G. Blake, 
seconded by A. Burtch, That the communion {juostion be 
settled — that the communion be restricted to baptised believers" 
carried without a dissenting voice. Thus a question which no 
doubt hjid l^d to many dissentions and frequent discussions was 
unanimously set at rest and the church came more into harmony 
with the practice of the regular Baptist churches of the Province, 
now rapidly increasing. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Elder Landon Resigned — Call to Rev. Mr. Bosworth— Short 
Pastorate — Objections to Women Speaking in Public— His 
Resignation — A Call to Elder Landon not Accepted— Elder 
Topping Accept;ed a Call to the Pastorate— His Resignation. 

Elder Landon, whose connection with the church had l)een 
long and profitable, resigned July 31st, 1842. It was then re- 
solved to extend a call to the Rev. Mr. Bosworth. The call 
was accepted and he became the pastor of the church. Rev. 
Mr. Landon shortly after applied for a letter which was granted. 

Feb. 25, 1843, Rev. Mr. Bosworth and wife pres(inted their 
letters and were received. At the same meeting an application 
was made by letter by the Brantford church for assistance in 
money, but no action was taken. It appears that even in the 
"good old days of yore" churches were not entirely free from 
some of the evils so prevalent at the present time. 

At the April business meeting in 1844 we learn that the 
Rev. N. Bosworth "gave a statement of the pecuniary aftairs of 
the church," when it was agreed that the "Deacons collect sub- 
scriptions." 

August 31st, 1844, Elizabeth Lay cock was admitted as a can- 
didate for baptism. At a subsequent meeting brethren John 
Muir, T. Letts, W. Pavey, A. Burtch and P. Mitchell were ap- 
pointed a committee to visit delinquent members and cite them 
to the first covenant meeting. 

This same matter has always been a trouble to the church 
ofiicers throughout its history and we may be sure that it is not 
peculiar to this church. But in the early days we learn tliat 
the covenant meeting was looked upon as the true test of 
discipleship. One might absent himself from the communion 
on Sabbath and nothing said, but if absent from the covenant 
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meeting twice in succession he was at once cited to appear at 
the next, and if he could not give a sufficient reason for absence 
he was warned that he would be labored with, and many were 
excluded for non-attendance. Others who attended and failed 
to "acknowlege their covenant," were likewise dealt with. 

At the monthly meeting held November 30th it was agreed 
that a prayer meeting be held at the house of Deacon Burtch 
" for the prosperity of the church." 

The following monthly meeting was one of more than usual 
interest. The pastor, Mr. Bosworth, stated that from an ex- 
amination of the Scriptures, it was his opinion that it was not 
scriptural for females to speak in public meetings, therefore, he 
felt it his duty on account 'of his difference of opinion with the 
church to tender his resignation as pastor. He left with the 
statement that "he would return to the meeting if required." 

The Rev. E. Topping was at once called to the chair — 

When it was moved by G. Blake seconded by J. Muir "That 
both males and females give their opinion on the subject." A 
lengthened discussion took place resulting in resolutions being 
passed as follows : 

Resolved 1st "That we cannot perceive passages of Scripture 
in the Bible to prohibit females from speaking and praying -in 
common with the males in public meetings." 

Resolved 2nd "That we respectfully receive the resignation of 
Mr. Bosworth as pastor of this church, but cordially invite him 
to preach for us as long as he is at liberty or until the church 
can obtaiYi another pastor — pledging ourselves to contribute as 
formerly." — Carried by a large majority. 

At the monthly meeting in May the Rev. N. Bosworth ap- 
plied for letters of dismission for himself and wife which were 
granted. 

Thus ended a two years' pastorate of a man whom we are as- 
sured was a scholar and a gentleman, as well as a pious and elo- 
quent preacher. His cultured and student habits seemed to 
have unfitted him for the rural, uncultured state of society, which 
necessarily existed at that early period. It is natural to sup- 
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TKJKO that a p(!Opl() accuNtornod to tho Imrning and Ntirrin^ but 
homoly and jmictical prctfiching of Much ovangeliMtH an Talhiian, 
CroHH, HarriM, MarlcH, and Liindcni, could n<jt h) readily ajmroci- 
at<) tho hijL^hly cultured and HcholaMtic Imirning iim it in Maid thiH 
paHtor nianifcMt<;d in hin diHcourHcn. 

It Im tru(; that Mr, I^mdon ha<l, in a nxsfiHuro, introduced 
a Mtylci of pniachin^ both learned and exalting, miquired by 
diligent Helf culture and intenHe Mtudy,but Mr. BoHWorth Heenied 
to liave )HH'iti if I luJvance of the environment of the tifnen and 
drcuniHtancisH which he hml fallen into in thiM new world. 

On the 3lHt of May, 1H45, "a unanimouH call " wan tendered 
to H(?v. W. II. L/indon, to again l»econie the pantor of th» 
church, Imt it waM not accepted. 

Di'imttu IjitiH and wife who w(jr(j among the very earlieHt 
w^ttlerM of Zorra iw w(?ll aM nH?mb(5rM of thin church revived 
lett^rw of (liMmiMMion, Aug. 20th, yn their leaving Uum country 
for ih(j Htat<?H. 

A (jommittee w/w apjiointiid to procure a paHt<;r, and on 
th(5 27th of l>)(;cem}K?r, they reportfjd "That an the Uev. E. 
Topping had of!iciat<;d iin paMtor for about nine montlm he be 
now calhjd to the jiantoral care of the church." No obj(;ctiomi 
were rained. On the following day Mr. T<»pping acccspted the 
charge. 

ThiH union only continued till the AugUHt meeting, 1H40, 
when we lind that "the Uev. K. Topping rcMigncd tho jjantoral 
•care of the church." 

At the Hept<5ml)er meeting a reMolution wan unanimounly 
paAHcul, again calling the U(!V. Mr. I^andon to aHNume the dutien 
of pa«tor. 

On the 30th of January, 1H47, it wa« agreed that a tea meet- 
ing Hhouid be held in the chapel on the 25th of February and 
the proceedn tlu^reof applied to repairing the chapel, ll(jv. Mr. 
Tendon, M. L. Green, (ieo. Midgley and Ji. H. Burtcli to be tho 
committee of management and Hubnoquently "Mpond the money 
n» they think proper on tho chapel." 

Oh tho 2Kth of March another a<lvance stop was taken, vi/ ; 
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"That tlie seats be alloted and the persons choosing a seat pay 
what they think proper for one year," 

Bro. John Hatch and C. C. Carryer were baptized April 25th 
and received the hand of fellowship as members of the church. 

An adjourned church meeting was held on the 14th of October, 
1847, when a series of resolutions was passed having reference 
to the pro^'ress and welfare of the church, and among them was 
one to appoint a sexton permanently and empower him to charge 
10 shillings for digging each grave, retaining 7s. 6 pence for Ws 
own services and paying the balance to the treasurer to form a 
fund to keep the grounds in repair; "That a collection be 
taken up every Sabbath for contingent expenses;" "That this 
church cannot consider any person a member of it who does not 
under ordinary circumstances meet with it at least every 
Sabbath." 

The burying ground was on an opposite lot on the west aide 
of Chapel street as well as on the chapel lot. 



CHAPTEK IV. 



Discouraging Times — Reorganization —Elder Landon Again Rb- 
sKiNH — Elder Winterbotham — Regular Baptist Principles — 
Grand River Association - Clergy Reserves - Elder Winter- 
botham Resigns. 

It is evident from the experience of this church, and probably 
of all others, that members cannot be made pious, prayerful, or 
live consistent christians by passing resolutions at church meet- 
ings any more than by act of parliament. 

"As it was in the l)eginning is now and ever shall be," unleiss 
the grace of God reigns in the heart religious efforts and 
christian duties will simply be perfunctionary and spasmodic. 
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Love for Christ and obedience' to His commands, deeply rooted 
in the heart, will result in persoverance and constancy when all 
else fail. 

Such was found to be the case in this church, and to such an 
extent at this period we find that practically a new organiza- 
tion took place in the beginning of the year 1848, when a new 
covenant was entered into and only those pledging themselves 
to faithfully adhere to its provisions were invited or permitted 
to su})8cribe to it. The provision of the articles and covenant 
were such as the church by their experience had then attained 
to and to which the following names were subscribed at this 
meeting, the 27th of January, 1848, viz: — A. Burtch, Deacon, 
Daniel Burtch, J. Hatch, R. Martin, I J. Dibble, G. Blake, (Dea- 
con), J. McCoU, C. Baguley,Ann Jackman, Elizabeth Thompson, 
John McColl, N. Bartley, D. Thompson, Jane Burtch, E. Landon, 
E. Lay cock, Janet Hay, Mary Mitchell, Mary Barnes, James 
Guild, Laura Burtch, Hannah Blake, M. A. Hatch, C. C. 
Carryer. 

By the end of the year the number reached thirty — 28 of the 
former members, one by baptism and one by letter. 

Mr. Landon again tendered his resignation in January, 1849, 
})ut was induced to remain. The church appears to have had 
severe struggles at this period. The matter of finance was re- 
peatedly up for discussion. In September of that year we find 
a series of resolutions and urgent appeals to the little band for 
help, and at the same time urging Mr. Landon to remain as 
their pjistor. 

From the last date to the 4th of May, 1851, there is no record; 
but at this meeting we learn that Messrs. Winterbotham, A. 
Burtch and James Martin were appointed a committee "to draft 
a letter of application and an epitome of our principles, prepar- 
atory to their being presented to the Grand River Association 
to \ye laid before the next church meeting." (Sgd.) James 
Martin, assistant church clerk. 

Thus the new pastor, Elder Winterbotham, and the new 
clerk, John Hatch, and assistant clerk James Martin, are 
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suddenly introduced without a record of how or when, but the 
fact was already being felt and the influence of the sturdy old 
Baptist pastor is manifest in the letter prepared and presented 
for the church's adoption at a meeting held May .31st, 1851. 

It would be interesting to copy the whole document but a 
few points of information must sultice. (1) "We hold the 
sacred Scriptures to be the only rule of faith and practice." (2) 
We only commune in the Lord's supper with those who have 
been immersed in the divine name, who give evidence of re- 
generation by walking in newness of life. \Ve require unanim- 
ity in receiving persons to fellowship and in all acts of church 
discipline, sucii as public rebuke and exclusion. (3) We have 
enjoyed peace and steady progress since the reorganization of 
the church on regular Baptist principles on the 2nd day of 
January, 1848. Our number now is sixty-six." (4) "We have 
a Sabbath school, Bible class and auxilliary missionary society 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the town." This lengthy 
document was dated 31st of May, 1851, and the following dele- 
gates appointed to present it to the "Grand River Association," 
viz: Pastor Winterbotham, Deacons Burtch and Blake and 
Brethren J. Martin, L. Green, J. Hatch, 11. Kipp, J. Goble, J. 
Hoile, 11. H. Burtch and M. Green with power to withold the 
letter should circumstances dictate." 

It seems that such circumstances did arise, for we find that a 
committee was appointed by the association to meet a committee 
from the church to discuss some vital question at issue. 

The committee appointed by the church at a subsequent meet- 
ing was the Pastor, Deacon Goble, Hatch, Martin and Hoile, 
and it was decided to hold a public meeting in the evening. 

Aug. 31st, 1851, it was resolved "That the printed circular 
from Toronto purporting to call a meeting at Hamilton on the 
first Wednesday in October next, in support of the course of 
roligious equality be approved, and Mr. Winterbotham return 
an answer accordingly. 

At a church meeting held on the 4th of October, 1851, it was 
moved by Brother McColl, seconded by Brother Blake, "That 
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the statement of the stand taken by the cliurch, in reference to 
the matters at issue between it and the association, be published 
in The Observer. 

A lengthy document is here inserted in the minutes, which 
sets forth the discussion and decision of the committee of the 
association, which decided, by three to two, against tlie recep- 
tion of the church into the association. The only objection 
seems to be that the association held that the ordinances of the 
church should only be administered, in any case, by one who 
had been regularly ordained, by other ministers also regularly 
ordained. The church held that this rule, while desirable, was 
not always practicable ; and decided that no amended applica- 
tion should be made to the association. 

Among the additions mentioned here are those of Mr. and 
Mrs. Vincent, dismissed by letter from the Peterborough Church. 

Resolutions were passed to raise the pastor's salary $50 for 
the ensuing year — but no mention is made of the total sum. 
(2). To take up subscriptions to licjuidate the debt incurred for 
incidental expenses. (3). To take steps to erect a shed for pro- 
tecting the horses. 

The year 1852 began with the purchase of a now pulpit Bible 
from George Barnes, at the price ()f 22s 6d. 

At the February meeting ]lobert and Mary Barbour were 
admitted, on condition "that they receive their letters from 
Montreal." William VV^inttr and wife and daughter Mary were 
received by letter from the Pickering Church. At the follow- 
ing monthly meeting it was : 

Hesolved, " That Bro. W. Winter sustain his former office, 
and be acknowledged as a deacon of this church." 

On July 31st Mr. Winterbotham was authorised to obtain a 
minister, during the ensuing month, to preach a sermon and 
tiike up a collection for the benefit of the colored church in the 
Town of Woodstock." 

That Bro. H. Ford l>e appointed to the Burford station, to 
preach as often as convenient. That Mr. Winterbotham be re- 
quested to continue the pastoral charge another year, from the 
20th of September. 
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On the 28th day of August the following very suggestive 
resolution was passed : 

Resolved, " That whereas the appearance of the small inter- 
est the government is taking in the all important questions of 
the Clergy Reserves and religious state endowments, we consider 
it our duty, at the present juncture, to call the attention of 
parliament to the same by petition ; and wc do hereby authorize 
our Pastor and Deacons to make out and sign the same in our 
behalf, as a church, and forward it without delay." 

January 29th, 1853, E. Topping was received by letter, Mrs. 
Topping by profession, and R. W. Saw tell as a candidate for 
baptism — on the following day. The next few meetings wit- 
nessed lai'ge accessions by baptism and profession, and the first 
indication of preparation for erecting a new church was at the 
May meeting, when a "site committee" was appointed, consist- 
ing of the trustees and i eacon Winter " 

This, also, is the first mention of trustees, and the names are 
not given 

July 30th we find the following resolution recorded : 

Resolved, That we receive Mr. Winterbotham's resignation 
with regret on our part, and sorrowful sympathy for such a step 
on his part," etc. It is gathered from the lengthy re8oluti<Ki 
that some affliction of great sadness had been experienced, which 
necessitated his removal, and which the church very much re- 
gretted. 

A committee consisting of Mr. Lfindon, Deacons Winter, 
Croble, Burtch and Martin, were named to look for a successor 
to Mr. Winterbotham. 

"Messrs. Winterbotham, Topping and Winter to be delegates 
to the convention, to be held at Burford on the first of Septem- 
ber ; and a prayer meeting be held for said purpose." 

The following resolutions were passed at the next few meet- 
ings in the year, viz.: "That we pay each preacher for a Sab- 
bath sermon one pound " ; " That Messrs. Land' n. Topping, 
Burtch, Winter and M artin be a committee to supply the pul- 
pit till we get a pastor " ; " That C. C. Carry er be clerk of the 
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pecuniary affairH of the cliurch " ; **That thw church JoriBider it 
neceHHary that KtepH be forthwith taken to erect a new chapel 
for public worship." The committee appointed to procure phum 
and carry on this work was compoHed oa follows : — W. H. Lan- 
don, DeocouH Wint<»r, Jfatch and Martin, and J. McColl, C. C, 
Carry er and li. liarbour. 

At the lirwt ujeeting lield in 1854, January 10th, the deter- 
mination to build woH confirmed and a c^jmmittee appointexl to 
procure HuliscriptionH ; ** that they be paid in four inHtalmentu; 
and when £700 Khali have been HubHcribed, the committee to 
proceed with the erection of the building." A heading for the 
liHt waH drawn up and then ajiproved. 

Mr Landon waH authoriHe(l, at the next church meeting, U> 
write to Elder Denjpney at Hi. Andrews, with a view to a call 
to him OH pastor. 

At this meeting the site committee reported tl^at they hod 
exiimin(^d several lots and preferred the one on the corner of 
Beale and Adelaide streets ; but then it was not in the market. 
They would not recommend any less than 75 feet frontage, and 
that a cormn* lot, also. 

March 25th it was resolved to appropriate the communion 
collections to a p(Kjr fund. 

There seems to have l)een a question as to removal from the 
old site on Chapel street, and it was decided to meet on the 5th 
of April and ballot for a decision. Mrs. Liindon and Mrs. H. T. 
Burtch were appointed scrutineers, and the ballot was a tie. 
It was decided, after a season of prayer, to Cfist lots for the final 
decision ; when it resulted in favor of removal, and thus a 
vexed question was satisfactorily settled. 

Elder Topping and 11. II. Hurtch were oflded to the site com- 
mittee. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Call to Rev. J. Cooper — Denominational Organs — Erection of 
A New Church— Sale of the Old — Another Effort to Enter 

THE ASSOCIATION — BaPTIST ACADEMY — CANADIAN LiTBRARY IN- 
STITUTE — Organization. 

April 16 it was moved by Deacon Winter, seconded by R. W. 
Sawtell : 

" That Rev. James Cooper be invited to take the pastoral 
charge of this church ; that the salary be one hundred pounds 
per annum ;^that a subscription list be circulated forthwith." 

At the same meeting Mr. Winter was authorised to attend 
Hatch's sale of lots ; but not bid more than eight and one half 
dollars per foot, for a suitable site tor the church. 

Peter and Duncan Campbell were received for baptism, and 
William Nasmyth and Mrs. Morley by letter ; Arthur Miller 
and George Duncan by baptism, and others during the summer 
of 1854 ; and at the November meeting Deacon Winter and 
wife, R. W. Saw tell and wife, received letters to unite with the 
Brantford Church. 

A reference might be permitted here, in regard to establish- 
ing a denominational paper : For a long time there had not 
been a medium of communication by a paper of its own. "The 
Observer" and others had ceased to exist. Mr. Winter had laid 
the matter to heart, and soma time previously pledged himself 
privately, " that the first sum of considerable importance which 
came to him in any business transaction he would devote to 
starting a denominational paper." 

After settling in East Zorra two years before, he thought he 
-would have an interest in Woodstock, and purchased a lot from 
Deacon Burtch for $300 (and subsequently many others, at 
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boom prices, caused by the Crimean war, and the building of 
the G. W 11.) and, not long after, the Woodstock and Lake 
Erie R. II. Co. gave him about $4,000 for the same ; thus his 
request was granted, and he immediately proceeded to carry out 
his vow. The result was the establishment of "The Christian 
Messenger" in Brantford — ^yith Rev. T. L. Davidson as editor 
and R. W. Saw tell sub-editor and office manager, the first copy 
of which was printed the Ist of October, 1854. 

"The Messenger" was subsequently sold to Dr. Fyfe, renamed 
"The Canadian Baptist," and is still the organ of the denomina- 
tion. As this paper has wielded such an influence, and par- 
ticularly in the educational policy with which this churchy 
through the location of the college here, has been so interested^ 
this digression will not be deemed out of place. 

November 25th, 1854, Deacon Blake resigned the trusteeship 
and Elder Topping was appointed in his place. 

January 5th, 1855, "The Home Missionary Society of Can- 
ada " is first mentioned, and it was decided to take up a collec- 
tion in its favor. 

George Duncan preached his first sermon before the church and 
was granted a license to preach. He soon became well known as 
such, and was called to the pastorate of the Hamilton Church ; 
but died soon thereafter, quite young, and greatly lamented. 

May 26th it was decided, by the casting vote of the pastor, 
not to make application for admission into the association, or 
send delegates thereto. At the following mc^eting in June, it 
was moved by W. H. Landon, seconded by Deacon A. Burtch, 
and resolved. That the following clause be inserted in the church 
deed : " Holding and teaching the doctrines generally held by 
evangelical churches, and also the baptism of adult believers, in 
the name of the Holy Trinity, as the only Christian baptism in 
water, and the administration of the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper to persons who have been so baptised only." 

September 29th the higher education question is first intro- 
duced, and a resolution passed authorising Messrs. Cooper, 
Topping, Burtch and Martin " to examine the constition of 
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Maclay College, and point out those articles necessary to be 
amended." 

November 2-4th the following resolutions were passed : 

1. "That Elder Cooper's travelling expenses to St. Cath- 
arines, to attend the missionary meeting held there the last of 
the month, be paid." 

2. " That the new chapel be opened at Christmas and Sab- 
bath previous." 

Several committees were appointed for various purposes in 
connection with said dedication. 

December 29, 1855, another long list of resolutions were 
passed : " That the seats be rented." 

(2). "That door keepers show strangers to any vacant seats 
after the unlet ones are filled." 

(3). "That the price of the pews bo £5, £4, £3 and £2 and 
the price of a single sitting one-fourth the price of a whole 
seat." 

(4). "The committee to take charge of this work." 

(5). "That the trustees be empowered to insure the chapel 
for £1,500." 

(6). "That the report of the finances of the building com- 
mittee be laid before next church meeting." 

(7). "That George Duncan have a letter of dismission." 

(8). "That Elders Cooper, Landon and Topping attend the 
council at Hamilton to ordain Bro. Duncan." 

The minutes furnish no desciliption of the new building but 
very many remember it as it stood where the present church 
now stands, and a lithograph of which hangs in many of the 
older members' houses with the difference that the spire was 
never completed. The building was of Gothic design, and con- 
sidered very beautiful in appearance; l)ut, like many other 
buildings of that day, it was placed too low in the ground, mak 
ing the basement too damp and dark for Sunday school and other 
purposes. 

There was a great deal of trouble about the site, there being 
some shadow upon the title, and another site was purchased on 
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Bay street and had to 1)0 dispoHod of after finally decidic g on 
the present one, corner of Beale and Adelaide streets. There 
are several resolutions, subsequently, instructing the trustees to 
complete the spire hut it was never done, it being held that the 
tower was not ocjual to the strain that would be put upon it. 

The old chapel and site were sold to Mr. Mills and a resolu- 
tion passed February 4th, 1856, confirming the sale and pro- 
viding for removing the dead buried on the lot. The chapel 
was subsecjuontly moved to the grounds of old St. Paul's church 
and used for a school room till a few years ago when it was 
destroyed by fire. At the same meeting the trustees wore in- 
structed to sell the Bay street lot for not less than £300. 

May 31st a constitution was adopted governing the proceedings 
of the "Woodstock Baptist Missionary Society." 

Rev. J. Cooper, Rev. W. H. Landon, A. Miller, J. Hatch 
and J. Martin were appointed delegates to the Grand River 
Association, to be held at Brantford June 13th, with instructicms 
as follows: "That this church reserve to itself as an independ- 
ent church of Christ the privilege of discipling its own members, 
settling its own ministers and regulating its own terms of com- 
munion as now practiced among us, notwithstanding any 
previous acts or resolves of said association. 

At the following church meeting, June 4th, the draft of the 
letter to the association being read, it was resolved "That the 
instructions passed by resolution at the last meeting be expung- 
ed and that the delegates leave the question in abeyance, unless 
the association introduce it." The statistics were: received by 
letter 15, by baptism 15, dismissed 1, died 1, total in good 
standing 109. m 

June 28, 1856, the following resolutions were passed, viz.: 

1. "That Mr. Cooper's salary be raised £25 for the present 
year." 

2. " That John Midgley receive a recommendation to exer- 
cise his talent wherever he may be called." 

3. " That the said John Midgley have his seat free." 

4. " That the following report of the delegates to the G. R. 
Association be adopted." 
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The report is too long to be repeatec} here, but the purport is : 
That the delegates were (questioned very closely on the subject 
of comiuunion and the practice of the church ; and in their 
answers tlie delegates disagreed. A. Miller claimed " the priv- 
ilege of communing when and with whom he might choose." 
This led to a very sharp discussion and the result was that the 
church was not admitted into the association ; but it was re- 
commended that the application be laid over till the next asso- 
ciation, and that the church be respectfully requested to call a 
council to discuss the whole question, and formally recognize it, 
in the meantime. 

5. " That this church does not approve of its members com- 
muning with churches of other denominations." 

6. " That 13ro. Miller's confession be accepted as satisfactory." 
The lirst reference to the "Baptist Academy" being likely to 

be located here, appears in the minutes of the church meeting 
held February 28, 1857, when it was resolved, "That we, as a 
Close Communion Baptist church, consider ourselves as part 
and parcel of, and in communion with, the Regular Baptists of 
this Province." 

At the same meeting it was decided to discontinue the seat 
renting system, and adopt the voluntary subscription plan — but 
to allot the seats to subscribers. 

April 25 it was resolved, " That we have always, as a church, 
considered it unscriptural for any member to administer the 
ordinance of Baptism, or the Lord's Supper, except those who 
have been ordained to the wurk of the ministry ; and anyone 
doing so is liable to church discipline." 

May lOtli, 1857, after the morning service the members were 
requested to remain, to consider the (question of calling a coun- 
cil of recognition. Mr. Topping reported that the committee 
appointed to solicit subscriptions to the fund for the erection of 
the Literary Institute, "fouiid it difficult to prevail, on account 
of the position of the Woodstock Church, it being unconnected 
with the association as a Regular Baptist Church. He there- 
fore moved, seconded by Deacon Burtch, " That a council be 
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called. It was moved in amendment by Elder Landon,s3conded 
by A. Miller, " That a meeting be held on the folfowing Tues- 
day to decide the matter." The amendment carried. 

The meeting was held, as per adjournment, when it was 
unanimously decided to call a council, and the following were 
appointed delegates, viz.: Revs. J. C(X)per, E. Topping, and Dea- 
cons Burtch and Hatch. 

If a council of recognition was convened here there is no 
minute of such. 

May 30, 1837, it was resolved, "That this church make appli- 
cation to the " Grand River Association South " for admission, 
and that Messrs. Cooper, Topping, Burtch, Hatch and Sawtell 
\ye our delegates to the same." 

June 26, 1857 The delegates to the association, which was 
held at Harris street, reported that " this church was cordially 
and unanimously admitted into the association.'' 

At this meeting a resolution was passed condemning the action 
of one of our unordained members, he having administered the 
ordinance of baptism, and warned not to do so again. 

Sept 6th. The church discusued the question of singing; after 
which " Mrs. Landon was appointed to take the lead of the 
female department," and " R. H. Burtch and W. Nasmyth the 
male department, with power to add to their numl)er." This is 
the tirst ofiicial appointment of this nature referred to. 

Another reference of still greater importance to this church, 
and to the whole denomination, is this: "That as Mr. Fyfe, of 
Toronto, has leave of absence, and as he has consented to stay 
throughout the week, be it therefore — "Resolved that a series of 
meetings lie held in the basement every evening, at half-past 
seven o'clock, and that brethren sustain such meetings by their 
presence and prayers." 

From this time forward the question of Baptist ministerial 
education became so closely connected with this church, that the 
origin of the movement should find a place here. The denomi- 
nation had established Montreal college, and, for want of funds, 
and a general sympathy in its management, it had died. A 
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project had also been started to establish what was to be called 
Maclay college, and that never found even a commencement. 

The establishment of " The Chri.stian Messenger" gave oppor- 
tunity for the expression of matters of denominational interest, 
and the question of education was one of the most prominent^ 
and frequently referred to. In " The Messenger " of December 
13th, 1855, a ** Proposal," over the signature of "F" — written, 
no doubt, by Dr. Fyfe — and from which the project of an aca- 
demy, such as the Wcxxlstock school became, was advocated. 
The agitation was continued, through that medium and other- 
wise, until it was finally adopted. 

It was decided by the preliminary committee that the location 
should not be east of St. Catharines or west of London, and the 
place which made the best ofler in regard to the erection of 
buildinp;s should be chosen. The only places which tendered 
were: Fontliill, Brantford and Woodstock. The latter ofiferod 
more than twice at much as Brantford, guaranteeing $16,000, 
including the value of the site, and Woodstock was chosen. 

The first meeting of subscribers was held in the church on the 
18th of March, 1857. William Winter was elected chairman, 
and R. W. Saw tell, secretary. 

A constitution and by-law previously prepared were discussed 
and adopted. The following were the first trustees, viz: A. 
Burtch, E. Topping, J. Hatch, A. Carroll, J. BLintrea, J. Charles, 
W. Winter, T. L. Davidson, R. A. Fyfe, H. J. Barber, W. Wilkin- 
son, O. Mabee, R. Kill)orn, R. Baker, E. V. Bod well. 

W. Winter was elected president, J. Hatch vice-president, 
James Kintrea treasurer, and E. V. Bodwell secretary. 

On the 23rd of June the corner stone of the first building was 
laid. Deacon Burtch had the honor of that duty. Addresses 
were made by W. Winter, Revs. R. A. Fyfe, T. L. Davidson 
and W. Wilkinson. E. V. Bodwell, George Alexander and 
Rev. Dr. Ryerson, chief superintendent of education. Thus 
the foundation of an enterprise was then laid which has had a 
direct influence on this church and a mighty power in molding 
and building up the denomination throughout the province, as 
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well as establishing and carrying on the grand missionary work 
in India and the Homo Mission work in Canada. 

The pow rent system was still unsettled, for we find that at 
the church meeting held 27th of November a resolution appoint- 
ing R. W. Sawtell, F. Scotield and Peter Campbell, a comnjittee 
"to appraise and regulate the seat rents, and report at our 
anniversary," 

"That we have anniveraaiy services. That Pastor Cooper and 
E. Topping be a committee to invite speakers, and the ladies 
have the sole power to arrange the festival and appoint their 
own committees." No further mention of the "festival" is 
made ; but it took place, was well attended and successful. 

On the 27th of December Elder Cooper's heart was made 
glad by the acceptance of his son, George, as a fit candidate for 
baptism. Morris Dawes was also received. 

January 3rd, 1858, Deacon Burtch and Brother Shanks were 
appointed to visit meml)ei*s absenting themselves from the 
communion and other services. 

The same question of delinquency was still before the church; 
but it is noticed that it is shifted from " the covenant meeting " 
to the ".communion service " — showing that the meetings, wr 
so many years considered the all-important, now became only 
secondary. At this same meeting the question of " alteration 
in our church meetings and ordinance day was up for discussion 
and postponed to next regular meeting. " 

Messrs. Laycock, Nasmy th, Carryer and Luck were appointed 
a committee "to devise means to refund money advanced by the 
treasurer." 

On the 30th of January it was resolved, " That the monthly 
church meetings be held on the Friday previous to the first 
Sabbath of every month, at 2.30 p. m., and that all pecuniary 
matters be tal^n up 'at the close of the religious exercises " ; 
"That a donation visit be made to Mr. Cooper, at his own 
house, on Monday, the 8th of February." 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Financial Pressure — Finance Committee Appointed— Election 
OF Deacons—The Chapel on Fire — Question of Pbivilbqe — 
Opening of the C. L. I , Dr. Ftfe Principal — ^Pbhtce or 
Wales' Visit — Burning of the Institute. 

The question of finances was a pressing one at this period. 
The collapse after the Crimean war was severely felt, and as a 
consequence church finances suffered also. At the March meet- 
ing the Finance committee reported as follows: '*From ladies 
association $50, building fund $16, pastor's subscripton $8, in- 
cidental $2, and as nothing farther at present can be collected 
from the building list that a number of the members sign a note 
for £50 to relieve present needs, '' <kc. The report which is long 
and relates to the difficulties under which they had labored, and 
suggesting that it was the duty of every one to do all thej could, 
was adopted. 

Brother and Sister Pavey requested letters of dismission to 
join the Free Will Baptist church organized in their neighbor- 
hood, which was granted under the circumstances referred to. 

April 2nd, 1858, a committee reported on the continued 
absence and removal of a number of members and recommended 
dropping their names from the church roll. Report adopted. 

W. Nasmyth, H. T. Burtch and D. Campbell were appointed 
to assist the deacons collect for church funds. 

W. Nasmyth appointed financial secretary in the room of C 
C. Carry er, resigned. 

April 30th, Rev. George Silver, wife and mother, were received 
by letter from the Peekskill Baptist church. United States, and 
a number of candidates for baptism. 

The trustees were authorized to borrow from the Trust and 
Loan Company, by mortgage on the church property. 
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Jum) 4tby Eldani Cooper and Topping, bratbren A. Burtcb, 
J. HAtcb, It H, Burtcb and J, P«dai« were elected delegated to 
tbe Grand River Aii^ociation Houtb* 

July 2nd, Uie same delegates were appointed to nit in council 
witb tlie cburcb in Ingersoll wbicb nat last spring, vm liev0« 
J. Cooper, K, Topping and Deacon Burtcb, w»tb liev. G. Silver 
abided, 

'^X1»at Mrs, Burtcb, Silver, Lamport atul Hatcb be » com- 
mittee of ladies to collect subscription to make up ttie deficit in 
in tlie pastor's salary, 

**Tbat D, Campl)ell circukte a list to raise money to pay for 
attending and cleaning tbe clmpeL 

Tbis wiis tlie continual experience, little money moving and a 
Nevere trial to get enougb Ui pay current expenses. Not a meet- 
ing passing trm from financial embarrassments. 

Kuvember 5tb, it was resolved '^liat tbose absent men»bers 
written to and who liave not answered lie dropped from our 
books as members. '^ 

**Tliat U. H, Burtcb, H. T. Burtcb and H. Pocock lie a com- 
mittee to erect a sbed — if it can be accomplislied witb little or no 
lixpense." 

'^Tbat tbe cburcb meetings l>e clianged from Friday afternoon 
to Saturday afternoon for religious exercises only, and special 
meetings for busirussw callml wlien needed." 

January 13tb, 1H59, it was resolved (I) ♦*Tl»at' Elder Cooper 
and Bro. Midgley l>e our delegates to tlm Nissouri council U) or- 
ganif/C a cburclt in tbe Vining settlement.'^ 

(2) **Tbat Bretbren Topping, Nasmytb, Lamport and Martin Iw 
appointed to draw out a reiKiii of tbe liest m^nle of lu:[uidating 
our debts." 

(3). **Tluit Bretbren Nasmytb and Sawtell lie committee to 
arrange for l>etter cburcb music, witb prjwer to add to tbeir 
nuralSr." 

Messrs. Topping, Bkke and Hatcb were appointed to collect 
for tlie missi^inary convention. 

Tlie cburcb seems to liave Ijeen passing through financial 
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troubles at this time. All mannor of means and modes were 
adopted to collect funds, but no one seems to have been able. 
Mr. C(x>per's little salary was in arrears to the amount of 8340, 
and he was taking; all kinds of produce in pay. It was only by 
the utmost economy that he was enabled to maintain his family 
and ^ive them an educaticm. 

The hardness of the times gave rise to the appointment of a 
financial committee. We find that on February 17th, 1859, the 
auditors report was received and adopted ; that the report of 
the financial committee \)e adopted and, brethren Hatch, Topping, 
Lamport and J. Muir appointed to carry out its suggestions. 
''That a social tea meeting be held in the basement on the even- 
ing of the second Thursday in March, and a free-will offering be 
taken to assist in paying off the $260 arrears due the pastor. 
That Mrs. Burtch and Mrs. Lamport be a committee to make 
arrangements for said social.'' 

Monday evening, February 21st, an adjourned church meeting 
was held for the purpose of discussing the question of election of 
deacons and deciding the method. It was finally agreed that 
the pastor preach a special sermon referring to the qualifications 
required in the office of Deacon. After the service open nom- 
inations be made, and two weeks thereafter elected by ballot." 

On Sabbath, March 6th, after communion the following were 
nominated: H. Lamport, F. Scoftold, T. Clifford, E. Topping, 
C. C. Carryer, R. W. Sawtell, G. Luck. 

II. W. Sawtell was appointed secretary of the social commit- 
tee, and a committee of four brethren "to receive and value the 
gifts." 

An opportunity was given to those who did not wish to serve 
as deacon if elected to decline, when II. W. Sawtell, F. Schofield 
and G. Luck asked to be allowed to retire, which was granted. 

On March 20th the meeting was held to decide by ballot the 
choice for deacons, when it was resolved "That as Bro. Topping 
had already been a Deacon of his church and ordained thereto 
that he be recognised by a vote of this church as one of its 
Deacons. — Carried. C. 0. Carryer and T. Clifibad refused to be 
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IjallotiMl for and only H. Lamport wom left and ha wait declared 
elected, 

April 13th the truMteen were inittructed to reconvey the Bay-«t, 
lot l>ack to the Hatch estate, if requeffted and found necewtary. 

May 15th MmnrH, Otftmrf Burtch, Topping, Hawtell and 
Midgley were api>ointe<l delegates t^> the aiMf^ciati^m, 

A renolution wa« pawned requesting W. M, Mills to delay re- 
niovi/ig the deiul frmti th<i olrl grave yard, till the trustees Itad 
notified all the friends ai such removal 

W, Nasmyth's resignation as leader <ff the singing was ac- 
<jepte<i, and R, H, Burtch, J, Martin and the jiasUir appointed 
to arrange for a leader, 

July 1 4th E, Tojjjrtng and A, Burtch were ap[Knnte<l a com- 
mittee to visit the Burford and Blenheim friends and c<illect 
funds f(ir the pastor^s salary. That the discussion on the pastor's 
salary lie adjourned to a sj)#*cial mending, when all the tnamU of 
the congregation shall Isf invited to attend, Tliat Pastor Coop- 
er ami Elder Tiijiping visit several meml>ers who have long al>- 
senteil themselves from commurmm and fellowship of the church, 

A special meeting was held July 21st when, on motion of W, 
J, C<4>p, one large c<immittee was apis)int<$<l for the U>wn, and a 
snmller one for the ccmnty, to canvass for suljscriptions, ** to he 
pai<l quarterly, U) make up deficiencies in the pastor's salary," 

Delegatits were apjKiinttfd, 8epteml)er 8th, Ut attend a council 
at Hpringford, U) orcfain Mr, Mudge U) the work (d the ministry. 

It afipears from the record that a numlier, whose names are 
given, lia<l al)sente<l thentselves frrmi church privileges for some 
time, and at this meeting asked for letters of dismission on the 
grouml that some of the memliers " were destitute of Cliristian 
cliaract^r" ; and withrmt making specific cliarges. After fully 
discussing the matter it was 

liesolve^, ♦* Tliat it would lie incrmsistent with church order 
Uf grant letters umler su^'h circumstances. If the charges were 
true, our letters would lie valueless ; and if untrue, tliey greatly 
err in asking letters on a false fmndation. Meantime we drop 
their names from the church roll,'' 
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November 10th, 1859, a committee, which had for a lone 
period })eeii negotiating a settlement with Mr. Mills in regard 
to the old burying ground, reported at this meeting that no ar- 
rangement could be come to, hence they would recommend that 
they fulvertise in The Sentinel, notifying all parties having dead 
buried therein to remove the same by the iHt of December, and 
that Deacons Burtch and Lamport be a committee to assist such 
parties." 

Sabbath day, January Ist, 1860, application was made by 
Brother and Sister Favey, by letter, to unite with this church ; 
also their daughter Belinda, all from East Zorra Church. 

On the f<jllowing Sabbath, January 8th, this record appears : 
"In the time of worship our chapel took fire, and after consid- 
erable exertion by all the people, the flames were extinguished. 
The following committee was then and there appointed to see 
the damages repaired, viz : Deacon Hatch, E. Topping, W. J. 
Copp, H. T. Burtch and Deacon Burtch. 

The fire originated in the floor, from overheating, it being a 
very cold day ; and wjia extinguished largely with snow, carried 
in by those present, and the damages were not extensive. 

February 14th a special meeting was held for the purpose of 
discussing a question of privilege. It appears that one of the 
deacons (Lamport) hjul, in his zeal,invited Elder George Wilson, 
then a noted evangelist, to come and carry on special services. 
He, having accepted the invitation, took full possession of the 
work and so thoroughly ignored the pastor, and- introduced 
methods which Mr. Cooper and many of the brethren could not 
endorse ; hence this meeting was called to correct the error. 

E. Topping was appointed chairman, and li. W. Sawtell secre- 
tary. 

Mr. Cooper was called upon for a statement of the case' ; after 
which Deacon Lamport said that if he had done wrong he was 
sorry for it, as he intended neither wrong or insult to anyone. 

Elder Wilson, being present, explained his position, and was 
fully exonerated from blame. 

On Motion of R. W. Sawtell, seconded by Bro. Carryer, the 
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following resolution was passed : " That this church discounte 
nances and condemns any effort of, or influence used, by any 
member or members to introduce any minister or layman with 
a view to assist or supercede the efforts of the pastor of this 
church, for the time being, without the concurrence of the pas- 
tor and church." 

A vote of sympathy with the pastor, and entire confidence in 
his labors, was passed and tendered to Elder Cooper. 

April 5th many old troubles were brought up and discussed: 

1. In reference to settling with Mr. Mills about the grave yard. 

2. Refusing letters of dismission to embarrassed debtors. 

3. Financial shortage. 4. Appointing a committee to classify, 
and present at next meeting a list of non-members. 6. That 
any member absenting himself or herself from communion on 
three consecutive Sabbaths, be visited and be liable to church 
discipline, if without valid excuse. 

It is evident from the minutes of the meetings held in this 
particular period of the church's history that the question of 
close communion was bearing heavily on many of the formerly 
active members. While very few practised communing with 
Pedo-Baptist churches, they could not brook the dictation and 
withdrew, largely, from active work in the church. Many 
names were dropped, and some few were excluded ; thus to en- 
sure the fullest concurrence to the practice of a " Regular Bap- 
tist Church." Many'ot such have since returned and became 
both active and consistent members. 

May 24th, 1860, the pastor, E. Topping, and J. Martin were 
appointed to write the circular letter, Messrs. Cooper, Topping, 
Burtch, Lamport and George Cooper were appointed delegates 
to the association, with power to invite it to meet here in 1861. 

This was an eventful year to the Baptists of Ontario and es- 
pecially to the Woodstock church. Since the meeting held on 
the 18th of March, 1857, the Canadian Literary Institute had 
been erected, and, by toils and sacriflces — which would require 
a volume to relate — the building had been equipped, and made 
ready for opening, Dr. Fyfe chosen principal, with Rev. W. 
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Stewart, Mr. Hankinson, Miss Brigham and Miss Yining, 
teachers. This was a small staff and the salaries promised were 
equally small ; but they entered upon the work with loving 
hearts and active brains. The coming to this town of a band of 
teachers and an indefinite number of students, many of whom 
had and would devote their talents to God's service, meant new 
ideas and new work for the church. 

One of the first things Dr. Fyfe was called upon to do was to 
read an address, from the trustees of the Institute, to the Prince 
of Wales, who was then making a tour on this continent, and 
who was entertained on Cottle's Orove. Many addresses were 
read ; and probably the most attractive was the one read by 
Mr. Fyfe. He was then one of the handsomest of men, and 
called forth the remark from the Prince : that " he was the 
finest specimen of man he had met." 

The school opened in July, had two sessions that fall, and 
closed in December with increasing prospects for the new year — 
1861 ; but, on the night preceding its opening, the whole struc- 
ture was laid in ruins by fire. It is not the intention of this 
sketch to embrace that of the college also, but the interests of 
the church have been so involved with the college that we can- 
not ignore some of its more important events, and this is one of 
them. 

The blotting out of the school would nat^urally withdraw life, 
numbers and activity from the church ; but it« rebuilding would 
mean additional financial burdens. The latter prevailed, but 
was cheerfully accepted, and resulted in greater prosperity, both 
in educational work and church extension. Thus an apparent- 
ly disastrous fire, in the providence of God, united the denomi- 
nation in sympathy and support in the cause of higher and min- 
isterial education. 
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CHAPTEIl VII. 



OoofK%*n IlKMioNATioff Not Ac^okptaiimb -BvnnKqvKnrir Ao- 
(ficmfi)— T>ii, Fykk am> Urv.WSriBWART Si/pm^y tii« PuLfiT— 

CaU^TC^HkV. W. H. JoiffM^lNI«TAIXAT1(n« SNHVK.'KW. 

All ihrriu^U ihi? y^ar IHGO varifnjM moanii wero suggONied and 
fHmiD MolimnftM a<l(iptfd to pny priiNNing diibtM. In NovomW Mr. 
Oooptif^H ntiltiry wft« miiMjd " to tlio originAl |500/' U. II. 
Btirtch ri7Mign(Ml tlu^ lofuli^rnhip of tliD cnoir, and Mr. Zmnier- 
man wan appdfitf*d in hin placet. Mr. Tr^ping reMign<Ml hU poni- 
tion aM irixnimf awl Drr^ther Pav^y was app<Mntoain liiM placo. 

In DeownW W. B. Hankinwin, W. J. Oopp, U. Cull and 
wife and othcrw witm baptizi^d, and mirow rocwlvwl by li7tt«r. A 
tmcoetmtu] annivcr/tary was held, the prociMKlM of which were used 
to pay interest on thfs church nite. 

Thui the old y^/tr ended and the new year liegan, and n/»w 
were added the mMitional fiurdenn of the Tnwtitute. On the 
iMt day of Jantmry a wiiecial meeting waft held Uj devine wayM 
and meann ; and nw^ of tlie rem»lutionii adopted was a twenty- 
Hve-oent plan fen* the debtM of the Tniititute, anrt a c<iinmittee of 
ladieM to carry it out. 

J. II. Cof>k and wife were received by letter from Ht. Oath- 
arineM. Jamen Martin rewignefl m clerk, treasurer and <leacon, 
and K. Topping w/w a{>iKiinte<l clerk pro Umi ; C 0. Carryer, 
treasurer. 

The committee aj>(>ointed to raise tmmriy to pay off the debt 
ttpcm tlie chajH'I reprirted that they only requirml erne 
humlred and twenty five <l<;11ars more to complete tlie 
amount and a specTial effort was to be made t^v finish tlie whf;le 
sum. At a Hti\jm^f\\wiii meeting in March it is reported tfiat the 
full amount ha<l l^en subscrilied. 
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At the April meeting James Cox was appointed church clerk 
and C. C. Carryer, treasurer. 

The 28th of May the committee appointed to visit Mr. Luck 
reported that he had joined the Plymouth brethren, whereupon it 
was resolved "that the hand of fellowship be withdrawn from 
him for dereliction of duty and non attendance." 

The Pastor, Deacons Burtch and Hatch and brethaen Topping 
and Pavey, were appointed delegates to the association to be 
held in the Woodstock church. 

Messrs. Topping and Clifford were appointed to sit in council 
to recognize the Wellesly church. 

June 28th, Jno. R. Cook and W. Pavey were appointed deacons. 

It is but right to refer here to a matter that had occupied the 
attention of the church for many months. Miss Crosbie had 
come to Woodstock under expectation of being appointed lady 
principal of the Institute, but was not elected to that position. 
She had l)een permitted to commune with the church but in her 
disappointment in failing to be appointed had said some unjust 
things about the pastor. Mr. Cooper asked for an investigation 
which was held and fully exonerated him. Mr. Martin, who had 
in the meantime married Miss Crosbie, defended her case, and 
took such a violent part against the pastor and officers of 
the church that after every attempt to reconcile him was made 
without avail : it was moved by Bro. Topping, seconded by 
Bro. Evans, and resolved "That the church regrets that Bro. 
Martin persists in his groundless charges against the pastor, and 
that in accepting his resignation, they are, by his own action, 
shut up to the necessity of withdrawing from him the hand of 
fellowship. 

November 14th, the Pastor and E. Topping were appointed 
delegates to attend at the Horton street church, London, to or- 
dain Benjamin Miller, and the expenses of said delegates to be 
paid by this church unless paid by the London church. 

At the first communion Sabbath in January, 1862, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fyfe asked permission to commune with the church for 
a time without uniting. 
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At the same time Elder Cooper stated that he had heard of 
some dissatisfaction in regard to himself, and he wished to state 
that he was prepared to resign if the church thought it best. 

January 16th, the committee appointed to raise money to 
pay arrears of the pastor's salary, gave a very discouraging re- 
port and asked for another month's time. 

It was also decided to hold a social to assist the committee in 
their efforts — the arrears due the pastor November Ist last being 
$241.50. It was also decided to hold a special meeting to dis- 
cuss the proposed resignation of the Pastor. 

John R. Cook was appointed leader of the choir. H. Burtch 
having intimated that he did not consider himself the leader 
and '4f the parties composing said choir do not conduct them- 
selves in a becoming manner after being spoken to that BrcK 
Cook expel them from the choir under sanction of this church." 

Special meeting held 30th January, to consider Mr. Cooper's 
resignation. 

Moved by R. W. Sawtell, seconded by W. J. Copp, "that the 
church do not consider that the resignation of the pastor would 
advance the cause in this place or be of any advantage to the 
church, neither is it now required of him ; and further the 
church would regret to learn of any serious disaffection felt by 
any members of the church toward him, either as a brother or 
pastor. And we take this opportunity to express our entire 
confidence in him as a pastor and esteem as a brother." 

On a division being taken after much discussion there were 30 
for and 1 1 against the resolution. 

It was resolved "That the students of the Institute who are 
members of Regular Baptist churches be admitted to a seat with 
us at communion on biinging letters of recommendation from 
such churches." 

At the church meeting held March 18 it was resolved, " That 
Elder Cooper's resignation be accepted. That a pulpit supply 
committee be appointed. That all be requested to make quarter- 
ly payments of pew rent, in advance, to enable the treasurer to 



46 THE UI8T0RY OF THE 

settle with the retiring poAtor. That R. H. Burtch and J. R. 
Oook audit the treasurer's books." 

April 10th Deacons Lamport and Cook tendered their resigna- 
tion of the office of deacon — laid over one month. 

Elders Cooper, Stewart and Deacon Burtch were appointed a 
committee to confer with the colored brethren, in reference to 
the formation of a church for themselves, and report at next 
meeting. 

April 24th the resignation of Deacon Lamport was accepted. 

The committee reported in favor of the colored people form- 
ing a church, if they felt desirous. The sexton's salary (lir. 
Godfrey) was advanced to $24 per annum. Letters of dis- 
iniHsioii were granted to Mr. and Mrs. Cooper and George Cooper. 

Delegates were asked to sit in council in the Sprague settle- 
ment, to recognize a church there. E. Topping, J. R. Cook and 
George Blake were appointed. R. A. Fyfe and wife presented 
their letters from the Toronto Bond Street Church, and received 
the hand of fellowship on Sabbath, September 7th. On the 
25th of the same month Dr. Fyfe proposed to the church, that 
if they would raise a special contribution to pay o£f a debt of 
^800, then due on the church site, he and Rev. W. Stewart 
would supply the pulpit one year free. 

This gon(}rous offer was gratefully accepted, and a committee 
appointed to carry it put. 

At the church meeting in November it was decided to hold a 
public meeting on " Thanksgiving day" — the first of the kind 
mentioned. Tt was held accordingly and well attended. After 
it terminated it was resolved, " That the church co-operate with 
the " ladies sewing socciety " in holding a teameeting to clear oflf 
the debt on the chapel " — the ladies to name the day. No fur- 
ther mention is made regarding the teameeting. 

During the year 1862 many members were added by Bap- 
tism. On Sabbath, January 25th, a resolution was passed in- 
viting Rev. Mr. Winterbotham to come to assist for two or 
three weeks. Liiter on Elder Geary was invited and came, who, 
with the assistance of Elder Topping and others, held evening 
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meetings. Brethren Nasmyth, Copp and Cox were appointed 
to make provision for the Sabbath day singing. 

A revising of the church roll took place, and many names were 
dropped at a special meeting in February. A report from the 
committee stated, " that with all their efforts they were $200 
short of the $800 required." Eight persons, then present, guar- 
anteed the pajrmeut of the required amount, with^ the under- 
standing that the church should make an effort to assist them. 

May 21st letters of dismission were given to the Gobies, 
Kipps and others. Elders Fyfe and Topping and Brethren 
Pavey, Cook and Burtch were appointed delegates to the asso- 
ciation, to be held at Springford ; Rev. W. Stewart and the 
clerk to prepare the letter. 

Dr. Fyfe requested leave from pastoral duties for six weeks' 
vacation. Rev. W. Stewart asked to be relieved from his last 
three Sabbath's supply, on account of his leaving for Brantford. 
Both requests were granted. That Oeacon Burtch and W. 
Nasmyth be the supply committee. That the church buy six 
music books for the use of the choir. 

At the July meeting the thanks of the church were tendered, 
publicly, to Bro. W. Stewart, for his gratuitous and efficient ser- 
vices in the pulpit ; and letters of dismission to the Brantford 
Church, for himself and wife, were granted. 

September 28th Brethren Copp, Pavey, Burtch and Topping 
were appointed a committee to co-operate with the English 
Church people in the purchase of a piece of land for a cemetery. 
" That the committee use $225 of the site funds (not yet re- 
qidred) to purchase said site, and close the transaction at once." 

A special meeting was held October 14th for the purpose of 
discussing the calling of a pastor. Rev. S. W*. Walden, of Dun- 
kirk, was mentioned, and Elder Toppij^ appointed to make en- 
quiries. 

On the 3rd of November Mr. Topping read a letter in refer- 
ence to the call, which was not considered favorable. Rev. 
Thos. Henderson was then invited to fill the pulpit three or four 
weeks. 
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A resolution, conveying the cordial thanks of the church to 
Dr. Fyfe, for his efficient services for the year, was passed. 
That Brother Carryer's resignation as treasurer be not accepted 
till the end of the year. That a teameeting be held on Christ- 
mas Day ; the proceeds to be applied towards the $800 debt on 
the site. 

Dr. Fyfe was appointed a delegate to the ordination of Bro. 
F. Ratclifte. 

Church meeting, December Nth, resolutions passed: **That 
Deacons Pavey, Burtch and Nasmyth be a supply committee. 
That the treasurer exchange the silver on hand at the best advant- 
age, and lodge the same in the savings bank. That W. Nas- 
myth be the treasurer from and after the 1st of January, 1864. 
That the deacons assume and take charge of the sacrament 
funds. That a committee of ladies be appointed to collect Home 
Mission funds. That the pew rents be raised to meet the pas- 
tor's salary." 

Special meeting, January 25, 1864 : "That we give the Rev. 
W. H. Jones, of Port Hope, a call to become the pastor ; that 
we ofter him six hundred dollars per annum, payable in advance 
quarterly. That Brother Willis be appointed usher. That 
Dr. Fyfe be requested to speak to the students about seating 
and collections." 

February 18th a letter was read from Rev. W. H. Jones, ac- 
cepting the call to him, to commence the first Sabbath in May. 

After service, Sabbath, May 1st, the following resolution was 
passed : " That we have installation services on the 11th of May, 
and that the pastor (W. H. Jones), Brethren Cox, Topping and 
Cook be a committee to make the necessary arrangements ; and 
the expenses of ministers attending from a distance, be paid. 

May 19th the clerk *nd Elder Topping were appointed to 
write the circuLar letter, and the pastor. Brethren Brett, Top- 
ping, R. H. Burtch, Nasmyth and Willis be the delegates to the 
association. 

J. E. Wells and wife were received by letter from Albert's 
County, New Brunswick.. 
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At the special meeting June 8th the deaconH recommended 
the appointment of a finance committee " to carry out a Ix^tter 
plan of raining money for the variouH objects ; to print and cir- 
oolate cards showing the needed objects, and have parties sub- 
scribe." This was, in part, the initiation of the present method, 
but not fully carried out. 

Special meeting, 22nd Juno, Jaines Martin asked to be va- 
stored to meml>ership — grant<ul. '^That the motion for tho 
calling of stated monthly church meetings l)e rescinded, and Ix^ 
called hereafter by the pfistor. That a social l>e held on Thurs- 
day, 30th instant, the proceeds to l)e devoted to ntnovating the 
pulpit and providing a new Bible and hymn book. That vnt 
present those now used to the colored brethren for use in their 
chapel." W. J. Copp and wifo and W. Burtch rect^ivod letters 
of dismission. 

July 27 the pastor. Dr. Fyf<», Deacons Pavey and Cook wer« 
delegated to attend the onlination of H. B. Montgoihery, to l)e 
held at tlie Scotland C/hurch. 

August 17th the fonner negotiiitions for a siU^ for a cenmUny 
having failed, a committcM) was appointed " to find another site, 
with the same powers as the former connnittee. That the forty 
dollars expenses, incurred by the piuttor for removal from Port 
Hope, be paid." 

Noveml)er IGth E. Topping wiih elected trusttu*. in place of 
Mr. Landon, who had removed from town. 

Deacon Pavey re|K)rted, on the 2()th Januaiy, ISCo, that 
there was "a want of harmony " in the Board of Deacons and 
tliat, consequently, he would resign. A committee was a|)- 
pointe<l to enquire into the matter, and the nisult was that a 
new election of deacons took place. Dr. Fyfe preached a ser- 
mon, setting forth the duties and privileges of the oHice ; aft<a* 
which W. Pavey, J. Cox, T. (>. Clifford and II. Cull were elect<?d 
deacons. A. Burtch was appointed an hononiry deiicoti. 

April 4th A. E. Willis was appointed sexton at the rate of $1 
jwr week. The trustcK3s were asked to attend to the repairs of 
the church, and also the ventilation of the same. 

D 
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June 14th Bro. J. L. Campbell was granted a license to exercine 
his gifts and to enable him to enter as a theological student, and 
to receive ministerial aid. 

September 8th the pastor and Brethren Topping, Clark and 
Midgley were appointed to sit in council at Embro, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a church there. 

"A committee was appointed to investigate the title of the 
site, and the terms of the mortgage thereon, and settle the same. 



CHAriER VIII. 

Death of Dkauon Burtch — Burnino of the Chapel— Resignation 
OF Pastor Jones— Withdrawal from the Denomination— Re- 
i^ukc.'tion of the Chur(.'H— Ofenin(j of the Basement -Call to 
Elder Bates— His AooEirrANOE — Bro. Timpanv — Our First 

MlHSIONAHY— QPENINCi OF THE AUDIENCB ROOM — PROTEST AOAINST 
THE Use OF TIIK OlKJAN. 

January nth, 1S66, dear old Deacon Burtch passed over to 
the"(jlreat Majority," and " the place that has known him so 
long, stiall know liim no more forever." It may \>e truly said: 
** this (lay a j)rince has fallen in Israel ! " From the day of his 
*' new birth " and entrance intf> this church — August 28th, 
1824- to the day of his death (nearly 44 years), never had a 
church Ji more faithful momlMjr, or more zealous and watchful 
deacon —always at his post, always liberal in support and hoh*- 
pitablc^ to all —strangers as well as friends. The latch stiing of 
his dooi' was always out to every weary traveller or benighted, 
footsore pilgrim in the wild(5rness. The Camulian Literary Tn 
stitute, as w(»II as the church, may be said to owe its continued 
<^xisten(;c to his sacrilicial lov(i ; for when in the deep waters of 
iinancial distrciss, he mortaged his own home to rescue it from 
bankru])lcy. 

What more need be said 1 An interesting volume might Im* 
written in commemoration of the life of this faithful servant of 
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the Lord, and friend of humanity ; but this is not the time or 
place to do more than record these facts. His memory is en- 
shrined in our hearts and " his works do follow him." 

Sabbath morning, January 21, 1866 — It is here recorded that 
"this morning between two and three o'clock, the wind blowing 
a hurricane, our chapel was burnt to the ground and nothing 
saved. Had preaching in the Institute in the morning; Sabbath 
School in the Free Baptist Church, afternoon ; ^nd service in 
the town hall in the evening. Rev. Mr. Baldwin, of IngersoU 
preached on behalf of the missionary convention. Rev. W. H. 
Jones preaching in IngersoU at the same time." Such is the 
brief record of a disaster that the church could ill afford and 
which involved more work and greater sacrifice on the part of the 
members. 

Immediate preparations were made for rebuilding, committees 
were appointed, subscription lists circulated and past liabilities 
pressed for payment. The pjistor, believing that the church 
could not rebuild and maintain a pastor at the same time, ten- 
dered his resignation, which was accepted to terminate at the 
end of his year, 1st of May. He to have leave of absence to 
visit other places. 

On the 22nd of February Dr. Fyfe reported " that the com- 
mittee on sites had seen Mr. Cottle and were of the opinion that 
the old site should be given up and a new one selected, as there 
would not be time to settle the validity of the title in time to re 
build there this summer.' 

It appears that there was some defect in the title wliicli had 
not been discovered till recently, and now the t question of the 
liability of the trustees was to be referred to a cliancery lawyer 
and Dr. Fyfe, E. Topping and W. Pavey were authorized to act 
in the interest of the church. 

Messrs. Biggins, Nasniyth and Carryer were appointed to se- 
cure plans for a new building not to exceed in cost of building 
$5,000. 

At an adjourned meeting, 12th of March, Dr. Fyfe reported 
that the committee had seen a chancery lawyer who assured 
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June 14th Bro. J. L. Campbell was granted a license to exercise 
his gifts and to enable him to enter as a theological student, and 
to receive ministerial aid. 

September 8th the pastor and Brethren Topping, Clark and 
Midgley were appointed to sit in council at Embro, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a church there. 

^A committee was appointed to investigate the title of the 
site, and the terms of the mortgage thereon, and settle the same. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Death of Deacon Burtch — Burning of the Chapel— Resignation 
OF Pastor Jones — Withdrawal from the Denomination — Re- 
erection OP THE Church — Opening of the Basement - Call to 
Elder Bates — His Acceptance — Bro. Timpany — Our First 
Missionary — Opening of the Audience room — Protest against 
the Use of the Organ. 

January 5th, 1866, dear old Deacon Burtch passed over to 
the " Great Majority," and " the place that has known him so 
long, shall know him no more forever." It may be truly said : 
** this day a prince has fallen in Israel ! " From the day of his 
" new birth " and entrance into this church — August 28th, 
1824 — to the day of his death (nearly 44 years), never had a 
church a more faithful member, or more zealous and watchful 
deacon — always at his post, always liberal in support and ho.**- 
pitable to all — strangers as well as friends. The latch string of 
his door was always out to every weary traveller or benighted, 
footsore pilgrim in the wilderness. The Canadian Literary In- 
stitute, as well as the church, may be said to owe its continued 
existence to his sacrificial love ; for when in the deep waters of 
financial distress, he mortaged his own home to rescue it from 
bankruptcy. 

What more need be said ? An interesting volume might })e 
written in commemoration of the life of this faithful servant of 
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the Lord, and friend of liuinanity ; but thiN in not the time or 
phice to do more than record thewe factn. Hi« memory in en- 
Mhrined in our hearts and ** hiM workM do follow him.'* 

Habbath morning, January *J1, 1866 -It in here recorded that 
"thin morning )K5tween two and three (/clock, the wind blowing 
a hurricane, our chapel wan liiirnt to the. ^n^und and nothing 
Haved. Ha<l prea(;hing in the fnntitute in the uutmitifj^; Habbath 
Hchool in the Vn^j^ HaptiHt Church, aft<?rno(m ; ^nd nervice in 
the town hall in the evfjnin^. ll<;v. Mr. ])aldwin, of fngerwoll 
preached on Ijehalf of the niiHMionary convention. K<?v. W. 11. 
JcmcM preaching in TngerHoil at the Hame time." Huch in the 
brief record of a <li«aMter that the church could ill afford and 
which involved more work and greater MacrifMre on tln^ partof the 
memlicrM. 

Immediate? preparationn wen? twuh for rebuilding, connnitUjeM 
were appointed, HubHcrijftion liHtH circulated and [>aHt liabiJitieH 
t)re««ed for f)ayTnent. The pastor, iKjlieving that the church 
could not rebuild an<i niaintain a paHt/or at the name time^ ten- 
dered bin rewignation, which wan accepUul U) terminate at the 
end of hiw year, Int of May. He to have leave of abHen(;e to 
viHit other phuJCK. 

On the 22 nd of F<'bru/iry ])r. Fyfe rejH»rted "that tlw c<mi- 
mitUse on hi ten ha<l mwu Mr. (Jotth? and were> of the opinion that 
the old Mite/ Hhould be given iij) and a new one M(;lected, tin there 
would not be time, to wjttle, the validity of the title in time U) re 
build th(;nj thin Hummer." 

ft appearH that theje waH ntniw, defe(;t in the. titin which hml 
not bee,f» diHcovf^red till n?(rcntly, and now i]u'. (jucstion of the 
liability of the iruHUwM waw to Ih* reffjn^d to a c-li/UMrfiy lawyer 
and \)v. I'^fe, K. 'roj»j)ing and W. Vnvcy were /luthori/^'d Ut art 
in the \tiU'nmi of thr? church. 

McHHrH. HiggiriM, N/uunyth iuu\ (hirvy^'V were, appoinlcd to mc- 
cure plariH for a new liuilding not to ox(;e(^d in coHt of hiiilding 
$5,000. 

At an mljourncd meeting, 1 2th of Man^h, I)r. Vyf^' rej)ort<?d 
that the c(;mmitte(? IhmI Hcen n r;h/in(;ery lawyer who /iM<<ured 
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them that the trustees were not responftible for the claim against 
the Hite. The church decided to tender the principal and all 
interest thereon, originally agreed to with Messrs. Deeds and De- 
Blaquier. J. E. Wells was granted a license to preach. 

April 19th, James Cox resigned his offices of deacon and 
church- clerk. 

A letter from John Greig acting for Mr. Betteridge was read^ 
agreeing to accept from the church the sum offered, viz : $1, 
021,08 and guaranteeing a proper deed. 

A pulpit supply committee was appointed with instruction 
"not to pay more than four dollars per Sabbath." 

A building committee consisting of Messrs. Biggins, Cox, Bco- 
field, R. II. 15urtch and W. Pavey was appointed. 

Mr. Biggins plans were adopted and the committee instructed 
to advertise for tenders. 

Rev. W. H. Jones publicly announced his intention to with- 
draw from the tellowship of this church and the denomination. 

It was therefore resolved " That this church withdraws the 
hand of fellowship from him and records its disapproval of hiw 
concealing his change of views till the end of his pastorate." 

Delegates to the association, Fyfe, Topping, Pavey, Midgley 
and Willis. 

The use of the town hall U) hold services therein during the 
rebuilding of the church was asked, and obtained. 

The building committee were instructed to proceed with the 
re-erection on the same site. 

September 30th, Dr. Fyfe, E. Topping and W. Pavey were ap- 
pointed (lol(?gates to the Beachville- church to sit in council. 

The monthly church meetings were fixed on the third Wednes- 
day in (jach month after prayer meeting. 

Oct. 14th, Dr. Fyfe and J. Cox were delegated to sit in coun- 
cil in Toronto to recognize the Alexander Street Church. 

R. H. liurtch was appcjinted church clerk in place of John 
Midgley, resigned. 

January 22n(l, 1807, committees were appointed to arrange 
for a tcaineeting. Tickets 40cts. or two for 75cts. 
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The mechanicH' liall woh engaged for uw;, and a rvwAuiion 
pamied to secure a pastor as early as posHible. 

March 28th, the truHt<?eH wore re((U(j8t/<}d "to purchawj a piec<5 
of land for a cemetery and t<> couffT with Deacon rav(!y on the 
•ubject." 

The basefnent of the new church was uned for the? first time 
March 31st, when liev. W. Ht<jwart, of Ijrantford, pn^aclied in 
the morning and Ilev Jas. Coofwr in the evcming. Dr. Fyfe 
Vmptized several candidaU^s in the afternoon. 

The Babbath school again UH)k up its [K>sition, but in a 
largely improved rfxmu It was larger, higher c«;ilings ami 
better lighted anrl ventilat<5d. 

April 3rd, it was resolved "That we giv(j the Mtiv. John 
Bates, now of Dundas, a call to the paHl,orati; of the church." — 
Carried unanimously. "That wix hundred dollars jwir annum Ix^ 
the salary paid." 

A very cordial vote of thanks was piissed U> i)w Mayor and 
town council **for the use of the hall during the time of the re- 
building fif the church." 

May 7th, Dr. Fvfe was delegat<*il Ut sit in council at Htrath- 
roy. Brother Oalloway preached Is^fon? the church and wits 
granted a license t^) preach. 

11. H. Burtch resigned as clerk and Dcracon Carry(;r was ajn 
pointed thereto. 

D(slegat<;s w(?re appointftd to the aHHociation to Imj held at 
Mount Elgin, Dr. Fyfe to writ<i the circular l(!tt(5r. Dr. Fyfe 
was delegate<l to sit in council with the, Orfoid chun;h to or- 
<lain James (Joutts. 

A lett<er from Ilev. J(»hn B.'iU^s was read a<;c(;pting the pastor- 
ate of the church to take pl;u;e, July 1st. 

July 7th, Ihiv. John Bates ent^^red upon his dutit^H and ba[>- 
tized Mrs. I^ard and Mary Pavey in the river Thames. Thus 
V)Ogan a happy and prosperous pastorate. 

A vote of thanks waw tenderexl to W. Nasmyth for leading 
the singing for a long period. Tlie coTnmitt<;e to make arrange- 
ments ifor a new leafier and procee<l to collect funds for the pur- 
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chase of an instrument **for the use of this chapel/' That a tea 
meeting be held on the Tuesday following the Sabbath upon 
which the chapel is opened. 

Several committees were appointed to make the necessary ar- 
rangements. These proceedings took place at the business 
meeting, Aug. 21st. On the first Sabbath in September Dr. 
Fyfe gave the right hand of fellowship to Pastor Bates, M.r% S. 
BatcH, Miss J. Bates, Miss M. Bates on their letters from the 
Dundas church. 

October 7th, Revs. John Bates and R. A. Fyfe were appoint- 
ed delegates to sit in council with the Brantford church to as- 
sist in the ordination of our dearly l)eloved brother Timpany, 
missionary elect for India. 

The building committee made the announcement that the 
audience room would be ready for dedication by the 12th, and 
that date was then fixed for the purpose indicated. 

The eventful day (October 13th, 1867) was duly honored, first 
by a special prayer meeting held in the basement at 10 a. m. 
At 11 a. m. Rev. Dr. Fyfe preached the dedicatory sermon to a 
very full house. Rev. T. L. Davidson, M. A., preached at 2.30 
p. m., and the pastor. Rev. John Bates, at 6.30 p. m. The 
building was crowded to excess' at each service. The collections 
amounted to eighty-eight dollars. 

On Tuesday evening a tea meeting was held in the lecture 
room and the sum of il 56.50 realized. 

A platform meeting was held in the audience room when 
addresses of great interest were delivered and subscriptions 
taken equal Uj the remaining debt upon the building. 

A vijte of thanks was publicly tendered to Bro. W. Biggins 
for his fidelity and skill as the architect and superintendent of 
the building, thus saving — by adopting the system of day work 
inste/id of contracting — a large sum in its costs and also an as- 
surance of better work. 

October 24th, the caretaker's salary (Mr. Dawes) was increas- 
ed to $2 per week. It was decided to upholster the seats with 
crimson damask. It was also resolved "That the church do 
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promise to pay to the singing committee the sum of $50 for one 
year to aid them in procuring an organist." That we vote to 
Mr. Draper the sum of 810 for his services as leader." 

December 18th, the following petition was presented: "That 
with heartfelt sorrow and love of the truth, we, the undersigned 
are under the necessity of entering our solemn protest against 
the use of instrumental music to praise God in the Sabbath 
services of the church, and consider the name an unscriptural 
innovation, calculated to destroy the pure, spiritual worship of 
the blessed Lord." (Sgd.) John Miiir, James Martin, W. Duncan, 
Elizabeth Muir and Mary Whitehead. 

The following resolution was passed in reply to the petitioners: 
**That while we respect these friends we do not see the matter 
as they do and to show that we wish to meet their wishes as far 
as we can we are willing to enter upon our church minutes their 
protest ; of course guarding ourselves from any endorsation of 
its sentiments." 

This church has shared, to some extent, the old and deeply 
Tix>ted prejudice against instrumental music. The first instance 
of trouble, in this respect, occurred in or al)Out the year 1850. 
The singing was led at that time by an old settler by the name 
of James Merchant, assisted by R. H. and H. T. Burtch and R. 
W. Sawtell. Mr. Merchant could not always strike the key 
and he induced R. W. Sawtell to bring his flute and thus make 
sure. Occasionally the tune was new and difficult and he was 
asked to lead with the flute right through which he did, to the 
satisfaction of very many, but a few so strongly objected to 
"whistling God's praise through an instrument," that the -flute 
was silenced and a tuning fork was substituted. 

February 19th, 1868, a resolution was passed conferring 
power to the deacons to arrange and regulate the holding of all 
special meetings of the church. The Y. M. C. A. were granted 
the privilege of holding meetings in the church once in every two 
or three months. 

Bro. J. J. Baker preached before the church at the Wednes- 
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day evening prayer meeting and on the 25th of March was 
"granted a license to preach, good for 12 months from date." 

May 20th, 1868, Pastor Bates and Dr. Fyfe were appointed 
delegates to sit in council et Goble's corners with the view of 
recognizing a Baptist church there. ^ 

Brethren Topping, Hatch, Clifford, Willis, Carryer, Bates and 
Fyfe were appointed delegates to the association, to be held this 
year at Scotland, Bro. Bates to write the circular letter. 

It will be remembered that at the platform meeting' on the 
opening of the new audience room, it was announced that the 
debt was provided for. 

At the special church meeting, July 22nd, the following reso- 
lutions was passed: "That the deacons and treasurer be request- 
ed to ascertain our indebtedness and to suggest some ways and 
means by which this indebtedness shall be met." Thus the old 
story was resumed and to add to its volume, a committee was 
then appointed to take steps towards erecting sheds. 

September 16th it was resolved " That a special collection be 
taken up for foreign missions the first Sabbath in October, and 
one for the benefit of the widows and orphans of deceased minis- 
ters the third Sabbath." It was further proposed to take up a 
special collection from church members " to mset arrears in inci- 
dental expenses." 

October 4th — Previous to the communion Bro. and Sister 
Havens, also their son and daughter, were received by letter 
from the St. Catharines Church, and Jabez Montgomery from 
Ann Arbor, Mich. On the Wednesday following it was re- 
solved " That this church do cordially invite the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Convention of Ontario to meet here next year. 

On the 28th of October Thomas Johnston, E. W. Dadson and 
S. L. Head related their Christian experience and were received 
as members after baptism. Rev. C. Ferin and wife, from Dor- 
ch'^ster, and Rev. J. Crawford and wife, from Cheltenham, put 
i:i their letters, and were received as members. A license to 
preach was granted to Bro. Baird. 

November 18th, 1868, Bro. J. A. Northrup and J. A. Bald- 
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win and wife wore receivoil by lotter. Tt wiw votod, " to pay 
out of the church treasury tho 8uin of $2 to the homo miHHion 
fund." Surely thin waH *^ the day of Btnall thingfl." At Uuh 
meeting the htdioH wore iiHkod to hold a teamoeting about ChriHt- 
roas Day " To aid in paying for the church HhodH now in (umrMi 
of erection." 

NovetnlMsr 24th MrH. l^urtuh n^xjrtod that the liulioH had de- 
cided to hold Huch teainooting, and aHk<)<l for co]nnutt(M»s to 
omiHt them in tho work - which wan d(in<^ 

Habbath, Decembor 6th, tho pastor gavo tho hand of follow- 
Hhip to Neil McC'allum and wife; and two daughUTH, T. John- 
Hton, E. W. Dadson and H. L. H«wm1. 

It may bo naid, hore, that thiH waH an ovontful yoar and rich 
in the ingathering of rouIh. Largo nund)orH woro addrd to tho 
church roll by lottor an<l l)y baptism ; many from tho collogo, 
and Home of wliom changod thoir life platiH and iMicauio miniHtorH 
in G(xrH Horvico, and aro Htill doing valiant work in HIh vinoyard. 

A Hjwcial cliurch mo(5ting wan hold January 22nd, 1H09, when 
the annual report from tho troasuror was rocoivod, and auditors 
appointed to audit tho sani(^ ^^That tho sum of iJ^o.S, bahincf; in 
hand in the ])0or fund, bo a])pIio(l to incidontal oxpcns^^s." At 
n Rub8e<iuont mooting this w^is ohangod to **a loiin." 

CommittooH woro a])poiiito(l to oolhujt for tlio *' Auxiliary 
Home Mission H(»cioty." 

Pastor Batos was ro(|uoKt/<5d to rotin^ whon Dr. Fyf<' was ap- 
jHunted chairman, and rosohitions woro passod (hnnding to givo 
the pastor a donation on Thursday ovonittg lu^xt, to 1m^ hohl in 
the iMiAoment ; and committoos appoint^^l to assnro succoss. 

No further montion is mado in regard to this mattor, but it is 
nafe to infor that it was duly carriod out. 

March 17th IJro. A. K Willis askod tho privilogoof using tho 
basement once a month for iUri ]mr))oso of holding socials to 
raise funds for tho Ixuiofit of tho Sabbath Hchool — grantod. 

Bro. and Histor Oaswc^ll r<^c(4v<«l h^tU^rs to unite with tho 
Pictou church, N. H. ; C, Porrin and wife to (ioorgotown, and 
Bh). Northrup to Port Burwoll. 
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Church meeting, May 19th^Revs. Dr. Fyfe and Dr. Craw- 
ford were appointed delegates to the Springford Church, to ex- 
amine in council C. W. Haycock, and, if found advisable, ordain 
him to the gospel ministry. 

Brethren Fyfe, Pavey, Havens, Crawford, Bates and Carry er 
were appointed delegates to the association, to be held at Water- 
ford, and the pastor and clerk prepare statistics. 

June 16th, 1869, S. S. Bates, Miss Martha Head, and Miss 
E. A. Crawford related their Christian experience before the 
church and were admitted for baptism and church membership. 

It was voted to grant $5 to the treasurer of the " Red River 
Fund." 

A question was raised as to the grant of the church to A. E. 
Willis of the use of the basement, as an individual, when it was 
decided that the grant was to the young people of the church, 
and not to Bro. Willis. 

On Sabbath evening, June 20th, the pastor baptized J. I. 
Bates, S. S. Bates, E. A. Crawford, M. Head and E. McDermid; 
and on July 4th, they, with C. Braham and W. Monkman, re- 
ceived the hand of fellowship. 
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CHArXER IX. 



A Great Storm — Baptist Convention — Designation of John Mc- 
Laitrin por the Mission Field— Enlargement of the Church 
— Weekly OrFERiN** System — First Paid Organist — Jubilee 
Services — Re-opening — Youn<j People's Society — Resigna- 
tion OP Elder Bates. 

August 18th Brethren Fyfe, Crawford and Topping were ap- 
pointed delegates to the St. Mary's church to ordain E. D. Sher- 
man to the ministry. At this meeting an account was presented 
for glass and glazing windows, broken by the great hail stonn 
in June last. 

It might l)e mentioned, in explanation, that the storm i*eferred 
to was the most severe ever known in this town. It occurred 
on Sunday afternoon ; and such was its violence that no exposed 
window escaped ; and there was not glass enough in stock in 
Woodstock to repair damages. Persons or animals exposed to 
the immense hailstones received great injury thei-efrom, and the 
streets were flooded to a large extent. 

September ir)th committees were appointed to make all neces- 
sary arrangements for holding the convention, ** that would be 
creditable to church and congregation." No mcnti(m is made in 
the minutes ; but we have other records to show that it was one 
of the most enthusiastic meetings ever held by the denomination. 
The most interesting exercise was the designation of llvo. John 
McLaurin as missionary-elect for India. Two years ago i3ro. 
Timpany was set aj^art at that " wonderful " meeting held in In- 
gersoU ; but, if possible, the enthusiasm at this meeting was even 
greater. Mr. McLaurin reported the results of his 4,000 miles 
travel in behalf of the missions in Ontario and Quebec, and 
which kindled a missionary zeal such as never before experi- 
enced ; and which afterward culminated in establishing a foreign 
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mission of our own among the Telugus, with Bro. McLaurin as 
first missionary. 

At the church meeting, November 24th, the pastor's salary 
was raised to $700, beginning the Ist of. January, 1870, and ar- 
rangements made for a social and donation in January. 

January 19th, 1870, J. E. Wells and R. H. Burtch were ap- 
pointed auditors. 

The pastor presented a letter to the church, urging the pro- 
priety of enlarging the building. A committee was appointed 
to take the matter into consideration. 

At the monthly meeting, 16th February, the report of the 
committee on enlargement of the chapel was received and dis- 
cussed, the committee discharged, and a new one appointed to 
circulate a subscription list. 

March 2nd Bro. S. L. Head was granted a license to preach 
the gospel. 

The building committee was authorised to proceed with the 
enlargement and the erection of a new fence. The trustees were 
also authorized to borrow $1,000 to apply on the payment of 
such improveipents. 

Among others, receiving the hand of fellowship on the 6th of 
March, was J. W. A. Stewart ; D. W. Karn was received on 
the 16th, by letter from Beach ville. 

April 24th the pastor, Dr. Fyfe, and brethren Cox and Saw- 
tell were delegated to sit in council in Brantford for the purpose 
of recognizing a 2nd Baptist Church there. The pastor baptized 
twelve the same evening. 

A special meeting was called on the 1 1th May to discuss plans 
and costs of improvements, but resulted in no definite action. 
It was agreed to give due notice and discuss the matter more 
fully on the 18th instant. 

May 18th Elder Bates was appointed to write the circular 
letter to the association, to be held in Springford, and Brethren 
J. I. Bates, W. Pavey, R. A. Fyfe, E. Topping and J. Midgley, 
delegates. It was resolved " That the building committee be 
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requested to modify the plaiiH, ho oh t.o reduce the cost, and re- 
port next meeting.'' 

May 25th a report was Hubmitt<}d, with plans, estimated to 
cost 91,300, fully discussed, a(lopte(1,and the committee instruct- 
ed to proceed at once. 

June 15th the trustees I'eported that they would he ol)lijy;ed 
to dispose of three acres of tlie new cemetery, to meet liabilities 
and erect new fences — left in their handH to do aH circumstancen. 
dictated. 

Elder Baton and Dr. Fyfe were appointed delegates to Gait, 
to assist in organizing and recognizing a J3aptist Church there. 

July 27th the building committee reported "That they could 
not get the improvements propoHed at the cost estimat<Hl, and 
recommended that on account of putting the work so late in the 
fall, the matter be laid over till Uie following Hpring, asking tho 
subscribers to honor their Hubscrii)tionK tlujn." The repoi't of 
the building committee was adoj)t(Ml. 

August 17 Dr. Fyfe was delegated to aticmd the ordination 
of Bro. George Samis at West Flamboro. 

October 19th Brethren Crawford and To})ping were appoint4)d 
delegates to a council in East Zorra Cliurcli, to ordain FJrotlic^r 
H. Bolton to the ministry. 

December 4th the pastor and Bro. Cox wore delegaUnl to sil* 
in council at Waterdown, to nvjognize a Baptist Church there. 

Deceinl>er 21st a resolution waH piiHHed calling a geu(M'al con 
ference meeting of the cliuroli unci congregation, to be luild on 
the second Thursday in JanuHry, 1871, to conHidcr matters of 
interest. 

The meeting referred to was held, and an intei'esting discus- 
sion of church affairs tm)k place, resulting in the reconmnuida- 
tion of the adoption of the weekly oftering system for tlic^ raising 
of general funds A conmiittfie was af)pointed to bring in a re- 
report of a plan at next meeting. 

January 18th, 1871, collectors were nppointed to canvass for 
funds for the home missicms. 

It was resolved " That tin? control of the singing and playing 
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upon the instrument be entirely under the direction of the 
church." 

" That R. W. Sawtell and W. Pavey be the music committee 
for this year." 

The committee on the weekly offering system reported a plan, 
which was adopted, and R. W. Sawtell and W. Nasmyth ap- 
pointed a committee to carry it out. 

February 1st, 1871, the music committee recommended the 
appointment of Miss Bell as organist, at the salary of $30 per 
annum— report adopted. This is the first official appointment 
of an organist and cannot be considered an extravagant salary. 
It was sufficient, however, to commit the church to the princi- 
pal, and is also an indication that the organ had come to stay — 
notwithstanding the strong prejudice of some, who, on account 
of this action, left the church. 

May 7th the delegates to the association were the pastor, E. 
Topping, J. Hatch, E. Miller, C. Herrington — J. E. Wells to 
write the circular letter. 

A resolution was passed to take up a collection to pay the 
expenses of the delegates. 

October 1 1 th the question of enlargement was again discussed, 
and a new building committee, consisting of Brethren Sawtell, 
Hatch, Biggins, Ntismyth, H. T. Burtch and F. 1\ Schofield ap- 
pointed. 

The canvassing committee was urged to secure promises for at 
least $1,500, payable 1st of April and 1st November, 1872. 

Mr. Judd White was appointed lender of the choir. 

December 27th W. Nasmyth tendered his resignation of the 
offices of treasurer and trustee. A resolution of appreciation of 
his services was passed. 

Dr. Fyfe, 11. H. Burtch and 11. W. Sawtell were appointed a 
committee to convey the tlianks of the church to him. They, at 
the same time, presented him with a writing desk. 

R. W. Sawtell was then elected trustee in place of James 
Cox, who had resigned, and instructed to collect arrearages on 
lots sold in the cemetery. 
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February Slst, 1872, six members of the Reddick family were 
received by letters as members. 

At this meeting it was resolved " That we hold jubilee ser- 
vices in this church on the 22 nd of April ; and that the following 
be a committee to carry out the arrangements for the same, viz. : 
Messrs. Pavey, Sawtell, R.H. Burtch, Biggins, Hatch, Nasmyth, 
H. F. Burtch, Dr. Rowland and the pastor ; also Mrs. Hatch, 
Mrs. Pavey, Mrs. A. Burtch, Mrs. SaVtell, Mrs. Wells and Mrs. 
Carryer." 

March 3rd the pastor and Deacon Pavey were appointed dele- 
gates to a council at Gait, to ordain George Wheeler if deemed 
advisable. 

No further mention is made of the jubilee ; but other records 
remind us that it was an event of great interest to the church. 

On Sabbath, April 21, Dr. Fyfe preached an eloquent dis- 
course in the forenoon, and Rev. W. Stewart — then of Bond 
street, Toronto — in the evening. The building wjis crowded at 
each service, and good collections given in aid of the building 
fund. 

On Monday evening, April 22nd, a soiree was held. Tea was 
served from six to eight o'clock, after which the largo jussembly 
was addressed by several former pastors and others. Mr. Lan- 
don reiid an historical sketch of the early days of the church, 
and exhibited a model, built with logs, of the schoolhouse where 
the church was organized and worshipped for many years. 

A committee was subsequently appointed to have the "sketch 
and Dr. Fyfe's sermon printed "; but it was never done. It was 
afterwards lodged in the college museum. 

The jubilee choir of the church was led by John Weeks, and 
the drilling, then received, placed it in frequent demand by th(i 
Y. M. C. A. and other organizations for some time thereaftei-. 
R. W. Sawtell was appointed leader. 

May loth Brethren R. H. Burtch, E. Miller, E. Topping, C. 
Bradley, W. Pavey and the pastor were appointed delegates to 
the association — to be held at Burgessville — the pastor to write 
the circular letter. 
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Dr. Fyfe, J. Crawford and E Topping were delegated to meet 
in council with the Burgensville Church on July 25th, to ordain 
W. D. Lowther. 

The enlargement of the church was proceeded with immedi- 
ately after the jubilee services. It consinted in extending the 
Uick wall 1 G feet to the 1x)undary of the lot on the north, with a 
wing on the east and west, giving one extra exit by a door in 
the east and a choir gallery and door in the west wing. 

November 10th, 1872, a reopening of the cliapel took place 
with llev. A. H. Munro, of Toronto, at 11a. m., Rev. C. Perrin, 
of Georgetown, at 6.30 p. m. Appropriate addresses were given 
to the Sabbath Hchool in the afternoon. 

On Monday evening a platform meeting was, held when ad- 
dresses wer(^ given by several good speakers, and the choir gave 
some choice renderings. 

Novembei' l.'ith, a vote of thanks was passed and tendered to 
the trustees of the Institute for the use of their chapel "during the 
time the contractors had possessicm of our own place of worship." 

The trustees were requested to erect a picket fence along 
tlur east and south sides of the property. It was resolved "That 
the church pay pew rent in advance to commence from the 
present (juarter." 

The weekly offering system presented by the committee did 
not obtain favor at this time, and fell through. 

January ir)th, 1873, Bro. Cliflord resigned the office of deacon 
of Uk; church — resignation accepted. 

The treasurer presented his annual statement. D. W. Karn 
and 11. W. Saw tell were appointed auditors. 

In order to bring the work of the Sabbath School more into 
touch with the church, it was resolved " That as the work of the 
Sabbath School instruction is recognized as part of the church's 
work, and ought Uj l)e encouraged by it, we hold a social tea- 
meeting here on Thursday, 23rd instant, for the benefit of its 
funds." 

Collectors were appointed " to procure funds for the mission- 
ary convention." 
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. February 19th C. C. Carryer wished to be relieved from being 
a member of the finance committee, which was done. 

Bro. John Hatch was unanimously elected deacon of the church. 

March 19th Brethren Montgomery and Biggins were duly 
elected deacons. 

April 6th — A series of weekly meetings had been held by the 
pastor and very large numbers " brought to the Light," and pre- 
sented themselves for l)aptism. At no time in the history of 
the church Lad there been such an interest, or as many convert- 
ed to the truth. 

At this meeting we find the following resolution inserted, 
which evinces the tenacity to which some hold a prejudice 
iigainst the " innovation of instrumental music " — moved by E. 
Topping, March 9th, and lost ; but, by his request, was now in- 
serted in the minutes : 

"Whereas Bro. James Martin has been for a number of years 
grieved on account of the manner in which instrumental music 
was introduced into this church ; and whereas he now expresses 
his willingness to be reconciled to the church, on condition that 
the church passes a resolution expressing regret that instrumen- 
tal music was introduced in such a manner as to grieve any of 
its members ; thererefore, resolved. That thus church does regret 
that it should have been so introduced as to grieve or give 
oflence to any brother or sister." 

Sabbath, May 4th, was a day long to be remembered. The 
hand of fellowship was given by Pastor Bates to 24 new mem- 
bers, neady all of whom had been recently baptized — 18 were 
females and 6 males. 

Revs. Bates and Fyfe and Deacon Pavey were delegated to 
sit in council at Petrolea on the ordination of Bro. Johnston. 

May 21st Brethren Fyfe, Pavey, Karn, McCall and the pjistor 
were appointed to attend as delegates to the association, to l)e 
held at Villa Nova — pastor and R. W. Sawtell to write the cir- 
cular letter. 

Sunday, May 25th, eight were baptized. 

June 18th the young people of the church, having organised 

R 
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themselves iatf^ a society known as the " Young People's Chris- 
tian Association in connection wiUi tlie church," and desiring to 
establish a Sabbatli School in tlie west (;nd of the town,reported 
that they proposed to l^uy a lot, and asked the liberty to have 
the deed made to the trustees of this church — request granted. 

A letter was read from the j)astur, resigning his charge of the 
pastorate. 

Special church meeting held 2r)th June. The resignation of 
Bro. Bates was fully discussed ; after which the following reso- 
lution was paRS(Ml : " That while we cannot urge our beloved 
pastor to continue labors to whicii he finds his physical strengtli 
no longer equal, w(^ cannot permit the peaceful and loving rela- 
tions we have so long sustained to each other, as pastor and 
people, to be discontinued witliout expressing our grateful sense 
of the fervent piety, intense zoal for our spiritual welfare, and 
whole-hearted consecratitm to his Master's work, which have 
c(mstantly aboundful iu his labors amongst us ; and we rejoice 
to be assured that his resignation, at this time, is due to no feel- 
ing of dissatisfaction with the imperfect manner in which we 
have discharged our duties, as a Christian church. In accept- 
ing this resignation, we sincenjly hope that a release from the 
arduous labors and responsibilities, necessarily devolving upon 
the pastor of so large a church, will fully restore his health ; and 
that we may still enjoy the pleasure of his company and receive^ 
the benefit of his mature knowledge and large Christian experi- 
ence." 

The clerk was instructed to send the letter of the pastor and a 
copy of this resolution to " The ]3aptist " for publication. 

No pastor could be more beloved by his people than Elder 
Bates ; and never did any pastor work mor^ devoutly and con- 
scientiously for his church — faithful sowing : and abundant 
reaping was the result. The large accessions to the church, and 
particularly of the young, gave evidence of his loving ministra- 
tions. Nor did it end with his pastorate ; his successor reaped 
largely, for a year or more, as the results of Mr. Bates' faithful 
sowing. 
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Not in tlicj church only were liiH lafjor-H /ilitindani ; hut h« 
gavo of hitt incttiiH, and hw viihiahlo wrvicc-H an s(?(jr(5tary of the 
uxocutivo connnitUjo of tho InHtituto for many yoarH. In India, 
aUo, hiH nanio -and thoHo of h\H two honored dauglitcTH, MrH. 
Timpany and Mrn. Mcfiaurin arc? known and hi^'hly lionorcd in 
many ChriHtian honic?H aH faitliful Hcj'vanU of th« Tjord. In 
fact ho wfiH the faithful iwlvocaU? and li<;lp(!r in all our denomi- 
national ont«jq>rizeH. 



(MIAITKU X. 



K W. Dahhon Ln;KNMKi> to Pkkacjh - Cam. to Kkv. K. (iooimPKKn— 

J>MTAM/ATION — MlMHlON H('H00I^ KaMT A Mi VVkmT — FaM. OK 

Cii(;k(;ic Ckiijno — OoMMrrrKKM roa Cmnwu Work --Dkatii of 
Ki.oKK IUtkm Nkw HnunNo on Vanhittaiit Avknuk— D. A. 
MoCjrkoor. 

Fehruary iKth, IHTd, K. W. Dadnon a[>|)li<'d Ut tho church for 
a certificate of nujonnnendation to the work of I h<; (ioHpel miniH- 
try. 1j(*XU't granted. 

Brethn^n Montgomery, Vnvcy and Hawtell w(!re appointcul a 
committ**e to provide a leader of the choir, t<; HU(!C(;(5d the latter, 
who retired from the l(;;ul(»rHhip. 

The connnittec*, appointed to nonn'riate a Hiiitahle p/iHtor for 
the church reported in favor of the. Rev. Calvin (jl<K>dHpoed, of 
New BioinHwick. 

The rcjport was adopted, and a call forward(Hl. Oncj thounand 
doIlarH per annum wan the Hum fixed for Halary. 

March ISth a hitter wan reml from Mr. (irKMlHpeed, accei)ting 
the poHition of pawtor, "wjrviceH to commence Int of Hcptcmlnjr 
next." 

It woH reportfid, that after paying |I40 for wofxl, $G0 towardH 
tlie new fence an<l $17.00 Umardn the organist's salary, the 
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Ladies' Aid Association intended discontinuing its operations 
during the summer months. The report was adopted. 

Brethren Kam, Sawtell and Howland were appointed a com- 
mittee to provide accommodation for those who desire to attend 
the public meeting, to be held at the C. L. Institute, April 7th. 

Ijetters of dismission were granted to Elder Bates and wife, 
to unite with the church at St. George, where he had accepted a 
call to the pastorate. Thus, on the 29th day of April, a pas- 
torate (of six years' duration) was severed, which had been 
greatly blessed of God in the salvation of many souls, and the 
uplifting of church work and Christian privileges in the church 
at Woodstock ; surpassing any similar period in its history. 

For two years a Sabbath School had been successfully held in 
the west end, and Mr. Bates, with others, had made efforts to 
secure a suitable lot for the erection of a school, but so far with- 
out success. 

July 15th W. Nasmyth resigned the treasurership of the 
church, and Bro. T. S. McOall was appointed his successor. *R. 
H. Burtch and R. W. Sawtell to audit the late treasurer's books. 

October 14th John M. Whyte, who had for some time been 
leader of the choir, resigned ; and a vote of thanks was tendered 
him for his efficient services. 

The deacons, who had been asked to make arrangements for 
installation services, reported in favor of holding such meeting 
on Tuesday evening next. 

A committee, previously appointed, submitted a scheme for 
systematic church work, under the control and charge of the 
church. It embraced the Sabbath School work, tract distribu- 
tion, visiting sick, caring for strangers, visiting delinquent mem- 
bers and several other matters. The scheme was adopted, and 
committees appointed to carry out the various departments of 
work. 

October 20th — The installation of Pastor Goodspeed took 
place this evening, when Dr. Castle preached an eloquent ser- 
mon appropriate to .the occasion. Rev. W. H. Porter, of Brant- 
ford, gave the address to the pastor ; the right hand of fellow- 
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ship by the Rev. Dr. Cooper, of London ; the Rev. John Bates, 
the induction prayer ; and Dr. Fyfe offered the welcome on be- 
half of the church. The pastor briefly responded and closed by 
prayer. 

November 18th Mr. J. J. Baker was appointed leader of the 
the choir, in place of Mr. J. M. Whyte, resigned. 

Deacon Pavey made a report of the work of the convention, 
to which he had been a delegate, and stated that he had pledged 
the church for $50 towards the support of an evangelist for the 
weak churches. 

It was resolved to raise the sum by private subscription. 

Sunday, November 22nd, seven candidates were baptized. 

December 6th Rev. John Crawford gave the hand of fellow 
ship to Mr. and Mrs. Goodspeed, on their letters from New 
Brunswick ; after which Pastor Goodspeed gave the hand of 
fellowship to eight new members. 

December 16th the salary of the organist, Mrs. Peers, was 
fixed at $50 per annum. A new pipe organ had been construct- 
ed by D. W. Karn & Co. and placed in the choir gallery. 

Dr. Fyfe, J. Montgomery and the pastor were appointed a 
committee to advise and provide a suitable hymn book for gen- 
eral adoption and use of the church. 

January 21st, 1875, Dr. Fyfe reported on behalf of the com- 
mittee, recommending the adoption of the " Canadian Baptist 
Hymn Book." Brethren Saw tell and Karn to be the committee 
to procure them on the best terms possible. 

Reports from the east end and west end Sabbath Schools 
were given, showing very satisfactory results. 

R. W. Saw tell reported, on the part of the auditors, that they 
had discovered an error, in the late treasurer's account, of $100; 
but it was against himself, and Brother Nasmyth forbid the 
auditors to make it known to the church, or refuses to accept it 
if the church offers to repay the same. ^ 

Sabbath, January 31st, Rev. C. Goodspeed baptised seven 
candidates at Strathallan, in the forenoon, and sixteen in the 
Woodstock Church in the evening. The house was crowded. 
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The centre piece and part of the plaster fell from the ceiling. 
Fortunately, no one was hurt, but considerable damage was 
done to the seats. The trustees met on Tuesday morning and 
decided to recommend the putting up of a substantial wood ceil- 
ing. 

Februai-y 5th a request was made for delegates to sit in coun- 
cil at Strathallan, with the view of organizing a church there. 
Brethren Pavey, Hatch, Yule, Topping and the pastor were 
elected delegates thereto. 

Letters of dismission were given to twelve members to assist 
in forming said church. 

A plan for a board ceiling, prepared by Mr. Biggins, was sub- 
mitted to the church and adopted. 

Sabbath, 7th February, the hand of fellowship was given to 
twenty-two members. 

February 17th — Moved by R. W. Sawtell, seconded by T. S. 
McCall, "That, whereas this church is indebted to the late 
treasurer, W. Nasmyth, $100, being an error in the building 
fund account — and the costs of the new ceiling amounting to 
$350, requiring the total sum of $450 — therefore : " Resolved, 
That a committee be appointed to raise the amount by special 
subscription." 

Sabbath day, March 14, the ceiling having been completed, 
the church returned to its own audience room, and Dr. Fyfe 
preached an excellent sermon. Prof Crawford baptised seven 
candidates for Gobies Church. In the evening Pastor Good 
speed preached and baptised 21 candidates. 

March 17 Bro. Cull resigned the office of deacoh. 

The music committee were requested to confer with Mr. Karn 
as to the cost of the small pipe organ erected by the company. 

It was also decided to hold a social in favor of the Sabbath 
School. 

Almost every Sabbath evening through the winter candidates 
were baptised, and on the 4th of April the pastor gave the hand 
of fellowship to forty-seven members — the largest number in the 
the history of the church on one Sabbath. Among those ad- 
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mitted by letter was Dr. McLay. N(^arly all the candidatcss 
baptised were young peoph*, and to-day vory many of them are 
the active members of the church. 

April 21 J. T. Bates was appointed sui^jrintcjident of the Sab- 
bath School. 

Brethren Sawtell, Karn, Mc/Lay and W. C^larke were appoint- 
ed to select a site for a woHt <mi(1 iniHHion sdiool. 

Karn, Sawtell and NaHmytli, a conxuniU'.r to billet friends at- 
tending a meeting at the; Tn.stituio. 

May 19th a letter from Hro. John McLanrin was rojul, ask- 
ing aid for foreign missioiiH. 

Delegates to the aHsociation : T. S. McCall, J. Hatch, C. 
Clarke, R. H. Burtch and iUa pastor ; Pnif. Wells and clerk to 
write the letter. 

A new scheme was subinitU'd to manap^«5 the finances — under 
a financial committee conHisiin;^ of lli'^ rliacons, trustees and 
treasurer — dividing the chunrh into sectionM, and soliciting aid 
from every member personally ; (^ijoiniiii^ tln^ duty of each one 
giving something ; and anyone six nioi'itlis in arrears for pew 
rent, such seat " to mvvAi to tluj churcli." The report was ac- 
cepted, discussed and a(iopt<!(l. 

Sabbath, June 6th, Dr. Fyle gave tlm hand of fellowship to 
eight new memlxjrs. 

June 23rd a report was read from tin; rifi(li(js' Aid Society, 
which was adopted, and a vot(5 of thankH tendc^red for material 
aid rendered to the financies of the chun^h. 

11. W, Sawtell presentcul a report of the cv.metery fund and 
referred to the miction of i\u*. Cnjdit Vall(»y Railway Company 
requiring part of the ctMneU^y. A vot(5 of thanks was given 
him, and he was rec^uested to lo(;k well to th(? int(M'estH of this 
church, in regard to the right of way referrtjd to. It wjw after- 
wards arbitrated for and 2^ acnjs sold. 

R. H. Burtch was eh'ct(;d deacon in place of Bro. Cull, re- 
signed. 

Sunday, August 1st, Dr. Fyfe preachrul and ^av.) the hanl of 
fellowship to a numl>er of nt>\v m<;mbers. 
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Bro. Goodapeed's hea'th having given way, under the strain 
of heavy work all winter, the church voted him a month's vaca- 
tion " for a rest and to recruit his health." 

September 16 the resignation of W. H. Bradley as sexton 
was accepted, and Bro. Clifford appointed to that position. 

October 21st Bro. Nasmyth's resignation as trustee was ac- 
cepted, and a vote of thanks tendered him. On Noveml)er 18th 
E. H. Grove was elected trustee. 

After a short season of rest Mr. Bates, our late pastor, accept- 
ed the pastorate of the St. George Church, and was there only 
about a year, when, after a very short illness, he was called 
away " to everlasting bliss" on the 8th day of October, 1875,and 
was buried in the Woodstock Baptist cemetery. 

December 16 th Mrs. Sarah Bates was received by letter from 
the St. George Church, and Brother and Sister Landon " by ex- 
perience." 

At the first meeting in January, 1876, Bro John Torrance 
was received by letter from the Yorkville Church. 

A vote of thanks was passed in favor of Bro. T. S. McCall for 
** very able services rendered as treasurer of the church." 

February 24, 1876, a special church meeting was held. R. W. 
Saw tell gave a verbal report from the finance committee, in re- 
ference to the debt on the church and the need of accommoda- 
tion for the west end school, requiring about $3,300. He then 
moved. That an effort be made to raise $1,000 by subscription 
this year, in two payments, to provide accommodation for the 
Sabbath School in the west end ; provided that $200 of the same 
be applied to the debt on the church." Carried unanimously. 

The matter was left in the hands of the finance committee, 
who were to submit plans and estimates to the church. 

It was also decided to hold a social on the following Monday 
evening for the benefit of the Sabbath School — twenty cents 
admission. 

Sabbath, March 5th, ten members received the hand of fel- 
lowship. 

Special meeting, April 27th. The canvassing committee re- 
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ported subscriptionH to tho amount of $998 aH plcdgOH for the 
new Hchool houso, to l>e (erected on thu corner of Hunter street 
and Vansittart avenue, where a corner lot ha<l l)cen selected. 
The tender for the building was awarded to Bickcjrtcin ds Co., for 
the sum oj $87f>. lieports adopted. 

May 18th Bro. Carryor resigned the office of deficon. On 
motion it wa« acceptftd,and Mr. Carryer thanked for his Hervices. 

R. W. Sawtell reix^rtcd propcjsoa Uivmn of union with the 
Presbyterian brethren in regarcf to management of cemeteries — 
adopted. 

Tlie finance eommitt<3(j was authoriwul to b<irrow $600 " to 
meet financial rec^uirementH." 

Delegates to the association : Brethren Cjloodspee<l. Mont- 
gomery, Bates, J. Topping and McCall ; the pastor and Mcmt- 
gomery to write the letter. 

June 14th tlie pastor and brethren Topping and Karn were 
delegateil to sit in council with the J^eachvillc Church, for the 
purpose of ordaining J. W. A. Stewart. 

D. W. Karn was elected deacon in places of C. C. Carryer, 
resigned. 

August 24th a li-ense was granted to Bro. T. H. McCall Ut 
** improve his gifts " in preaching the gospel. 

The west end mission chapel was duly opened, and preaching 
once a Sabbath by students and others establ island. 

The trustees were authorised to er(;ct a gate and fence the 
cemetery with wire fence. 

August 31 instructicms were given the trust<ies to have gas- 
light intrmluced into the church at a cost of $70. 

A Sabbath Schr)ol picnic was authorized to Ix) held on the 4th 
of September. 

Brethren Grove, Sawtell and II. H. Burtch were elected a 
music committee. 

Father Hallam and J. ]{. Hill were mlmitted memliers, and 
on the 23rd of Noveml>er E. W. Diulson was dismissed by letter 
to the Denfield Church. 

The hour for preaching in the west end was changed to 6.30 p.m. 
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Sunday, January 7th, 1877, the hand of fellowship was given 
to seven members. 

Sunday, February 4th, ten members were admitted to mem- 
bership. 

February 22nd the committee having the charge of the west 
end mission reported that they had subscriptions to the amount 
of $80, and recommended the appointment of D. A. McGregor 
to the charge of the mission for six months. 

March 1st — ^At a special meeting the weekly oftering system 
was again discussed, and the deacons requested to report thereon 
at next meeting. 

It was decided to have a " basket social " to raise funds for 
the Sabbath School on the 13th. 

March 15 th it was resolved to adopt the free seat and weekly 
offering systems. 

April 18th Pastor Goodspeed, Dr. Fyfe and Deacon Burtch 
were delegated to attend a council at Salford, to recognize a 
Baptist church there. 

Special church meeting March 29th — A lengthy report from 
the deacons was adopted, referring to a plan to liquidate the 
debt ; to make other improvements ; resignation of Bro. Biggins 
as treasurer and appointment of Bro. J. H. Bache, and E. H. 
Groves as assistant treasurer and collector of weekly ofterings ; 
appointment of T. S. McCall, A. O. McKee and R. G. Sawtell as 
ushers ; a vote of thanks to the Ladies* Aid Society for the sum 
of $100 for gas fitting fund. A vote of thanks was passed in 
favor of Bro. Biggins for services as treasurer. 

April 1 the pastor gave the hand of fellowship to thirteen 
new members, including G. B. Davis and D. Lang by letters. 

Bro. Torrance gave notice that at the next meeting he would 
make a motion to elect all officers annually, by ballot, including 
the two senior deacons. 

The delegates appointed to attend the association at Simcoe 
were : the pastor, T. S. McCall, R. A. Fyfe, J. Hatch and R. H. 
Burtch. The beneficent card plan for missions was introduced ; 
Brethren McKee and Bache appointed to carry out the system. 
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July 19th various reports were read from committees appointed 
to visit delinquent members, with the view of revising the church 
roll. Some promised better attendance for the future, and some 
names were dropped from the roll — including W. Nasmyth, 
whose case had been under consideration of the church for years; 
having been labored with under the advice of various commit- 
tees, but all failed to reconcile him on supposed grievances. 

The pastor was granted a month's vacation. 

Noveml)er 1st Brethren Hatch and Torrance were appointed 
to sit in council at the J^urgessville Church to examine and 
ordain Bro. Munroe. 

Noveinb(ir 15 Bro. Montgomery asked to l>e relieved from 
deaconship on account of press of work. The church declined 
to accept his resignation, and urged him to continue. 

December 6th — At the retjuest of the Adelaide Street Baptist 
Church, London, a delegation, ccmsisting of the pastor, Bro. Tor- 
rance, Bro. Karn and Bro. Catling, was sent to sit in council, 
for the purpose of recognizing said church. 

January 17th, 1878, a member of the church brought a charge 
against the members for non-attendance at the funei'al of his six 
months old child ; whereupon a resolution of " condolence 
and sympathy for the parents was passed." 

A committee wjis appointed to promote greater sociability 
among the members, consisting of M(mtgomery, Sawtell, Bache, 
Pavey, McKee and Raymer. 

January 24th the treasurer's report was read, and the thanks 
of the church tendered to Bro. ilache for the very satisfactory 
manner in which the work had been done. Also a vote of thanks 
to the auditors. 

February 3 the social committee reported in favor of forming 
a " mutual improvement association " and meeting periodically. 
To hold the first after-tea social on the following Friday even- 
ing — adopted. 

February 2l8t it was resolved : (1) "That this church adopts 
the "Baptist Church Manual " — as the rules of order, and "De- 
claration of Faith," and that the clerk be instructed to purchase 
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one hundred copies for distribution among the members. 
(2) That one hundred copies of Sanky and Bliss' ** Sacred Songs 
and Solos " be purchased for the use of the prayer meetings, and 
twenty-fi\«e copies for use in the gaol services. (3) That the fol- 
lowing be oflScers of the " Mutual Improvement Society," viz : 

E. H. Grove, pres.; R. G. Sawtell, vice-pres. ; A. O. McKee, sec; 

F. H. Muir, treas." 

The friends of temperance asked for the use of the church on 
the 11th of March tojiold a meeting therein — granted. 

March 3rd Bro. Challen, who had been conducting the sing- 
ing for some time, tendered his resignation ; but was asked by 
the church to reconsider the matter. 

The treasurer and his assistant were re-elected for another 
year. 

May 16th Rev. C. Goodspeed, Dr. Fyfe, W. Pavey, T. S, Mc- 
Call and J. Hatch were appointed delegates to attend the asso- 
ciation at Vittoria ; T. S. McCall, R. W. Sawtell and the clerk 
to write the circular letter. 

Bro. Bache having resigned the treasurership, on account of 
leaving, Bro. D. W. Karn was appointed treasurer. 

A resolution of regret, to see Bro. Bache leave the town, and 
expressive of the appreciation of his services while a member of 
this church, was passed, and a committee appointed to give some 
tangible expression of our regards for himselt and wife. 

This was done, and an address and presentation made, before 
his departure for the " Old Country." 
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CHAPTEK XI. 



UkV. 0. OOODRPKBI) RrRIONH— AnNIML Kf.BOTlONH OK DkacoNM IkiTI- 

ATBD— Dkath or Dk. Fvfb— Bknkfiobnt Cahu Plan— 'Caix to 
Rkv. Mh. Joiinhton -Dk<;unki>— Rkv. J, Tokkancr Hupplikm— 
Rbv, B. F. Anhi.rv Acc'kjth a Call— Bbo, Wbllh' RiMKi nation 

— CumiNO TUB WkhT MihUION— DkATII OF PbIN. TORRANi'B. 

Juiui 20th PaHtor OoodnpcM^d reiul bc^for« the? ini^etin^ hin 
reNi^naiiou aif paHtor, 

Hpiiciai meeting held July 2nd —Prof. Torrance in the chair. 
There wan a full meeiin|< of meml)er». The remj^natioh of Pan- 
tor GcKKlHpeed wan read, and after Home dif)cuHHir>n and a full 
explaruition by the deacon«, Bro. Montgomery moved the fol- 
lowing reHolution ; " That in accepting the resignation of our 
pafttor, Rev. C. Ooodnptiod, M. A., we denire to exnreKH our 
appreciation of him m an earneHt, faithful and devoie(i minister 
of the goMpel, believing, aH we do, that he in a * wrirkman that 
needeth not ti) l)e aMhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth '; 
and further resolved. That we extend t^) him, whenivi^r OinVn 
Providence may place him in the future, our Iwnt wiHhen, our 
MympathieH and our prayerH ; aud Uuit a vmiation of four weekn 
l)e given to Bro. (}<K>dMjH<ed." " That thedeaconK 1m^ conntituted 
a supply committee, and also to make arrangementM for the 
Kettlement of a pastor." 

At thin time the deac(inN preHm*d their rewignation upon the 
church, when, aftifr Mome explanation, it wan ReHolved, "That 
the question of electing deacons annually Is^ laid upon the 
ta))le until next church meeting. 

"Resolved, That the limit of salary for the pastor 1m» recon- 
si<lered and o[)ened for discussion at next mecding." 

July Hth, Bro. Torrance in the chair. The following resolu- 
tions were passed : ** That the previous salary of the pastor Iw 
al^ufticient guide U) the committee." " That the trustees bo 
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elected annually, on the first regular business meeting in January, 
and two retire annually thereafter." "That the deacons be 
elected in the same way." "That they be requested to with- 
draw their resignations now before the church."' " That the 
finance committee pay three months' rent for East end Sabbath 
school room." 

That the week -night prayer meeting be held on Wednesday 
evening, instead of Thursday evening. 

August 4th, a delegation, consisting of Brethern Pavey, Top- 
ping and Karn, were appointed to sit in council at the Bayham 
church, on a matter of dispute between the pastor and the 
deacons there. 

It is not a part of this work to chronicle the death of the 
ministers ; but it would be remiss to omit a reference to such a 
benefactor as Dr. Fyfe. 

In 1865 he had been attending the Baptist anniversaries in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and while returning a collision occurred, 
which overturned tlie car he was in, and which so affected his 
nervous system that he never fully recovered from the shock. 
This, added to the worries of financial deficits and college labors, 
gradually overcame his powerful physique and robust constitu- 
tion. He gradually failed, and on the 4th of September, 1878, 
passed away to higher duties and greater responsibilities. 

His remains were taken to Toronto, and buried by the side of 
liis first wife, in the Necropolis. Thus passed from our church 
life one of the wisest counsellors, truest friend, liberal giver 
and ablest preacher this or any other church ever had, and it 
may be truly said, " We shall never see his like again." 

October 23rd, Bro. George McKee received a letter of dismis- 
sion to the Orangeville church. J. E. Vining, E. Hazleton and 
wife, and N. Wolverton were received by letter. 

Bro. Chute gaye a verbal report of the state of the East Sab- 
bath school, asking for help. 

R. W. Sawtell, who had for some time led the choir, resigned, 
and was thanked by the church for past services; and Bro. E. 
H. Grove appointed to take his place. 
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Sunday, f)»c'«nif>«r iHt, llnv. J. Torrance gave Uie haml of 
fellowship to J. H. Ktmnecly, A. Dewar ; and F. W. Avauche 
revived a letter to the (lalt church. 

DeceinlK?r 11th — Ofi motion of Vr. McTjjiy and D. W. Karn, 
ProfeH«or Watt waw engaged for three nionth« for the nutn of 
$50, to train the choir and meml^erH of the congregatiwi in 
irinfling. 

January 15th, 1H79 — Tt wa« reHolved, That the Mcheme p^^ 
po«ed for the more efficient working of the li^^neficent card plan 
l)e adopte<l, and a commit/Ujeaiiixiinted to carry it out. 

January 16th — TruwUM^H were elect/0<l a« follows: For three 
yearn, W. Pavey and K. H. Hurtch; two years, H. W. 8awtell 
and K. H. Grove; one year, John Jfatch and W. Biggins. 

De/icons — For three y«?ars, Biggins and Pavey; two years, 
JJurtcli and Hatch; one year, Karn and Orove. Treasurer, 1). 
W. Karn; Assistant, E. }[. Grove; Clerk, C, C Carryer; 
Ushers — W. Chave and W. Duncan. 

January 20th — llew;lv«Ml, To hold a t^^arineeting in February, 
for the lienefit of the Habliath scIhkiI, the tea(;liers to Ik) the com- 
mittee of arrangement ; fe^, 25 cents. 

Brethern Hunter and Torrance were delegat<?d to sit in coun- 
cil at Port li^iwan over some church difficulti^'«. 

February 19th — The Imneficent card sysUun, as reo^mimended 
by circular, was adopte<], and Bro. F. Muir apjiointcd superint^m- 
dent of the same. 

Kep<jrts from the east and west mission Habbath schools were 
renA and adoptc<l, and the superintendents sustain(9<l in their 
work. 

March 19th, Deacon Montgomery reported, on liehalf of the 
iiupply committee, in favor of giving a call t<i the Rev. Mr. 
Johnston, of the Eastern 8tat<5S, who hml acceptably supplied 
the pulpit the lant two Sabbaths. 

It WM moved by R. W. Hawtell, chairman of the finance 
comtnittee, seconded by W. Pavey, that a call to the pastorate 
of this church be extended to the Rev. Mr. Johnston, and that 
the vote be taken by ballot. 
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March 26th — T. S. McCall and R. G. Sawtell were appointed 
scrutineers, and the vote on the call of the pastor taken by ballot, 
when it was found that there was 86 for and 10 against. 

The sum of $1,000 was fixed for the annual salary, and the 
expenses of moving were to be paid by the church; and one 
month's vacation allowed each year. 

April 23rd — The supply committee reported that the Rev. 
Mr. Johnston had failed in getting a release from his present 
pastorate, hence "could not accept the call so kindly extended 
to him." Report received, and committee requested to proceed 
in procuring a pastor. 

R. W. Sawtell reported, that in accordance with the terms of 
. the deed of conveyance of the church property, the election of trus- 
tees was illegal ; hence the two former trustees, left off in the 
said election, must be restored and the board remain as before, 
viz.: Messrs. Pavey, Topping, Carryer, R. H. Burtch, Grove and 
Sawtell. Report adopted accordingly. 

April 30th Bro. Goodspeed gave the hand of fellowship to 
Miss McKee and Brethren Dayfoot, Weir and Haviland. Dr. 
McLay and wife returned from the Aylmer church. 

May 7th a careful report from the deacons, recommending a 
revision of the church roll, was adopted and many names of ab- 
sent and delinquent members dropped from the roll. ' 

Brethren Sawtell and Carryer appointed to write the asso- 
ciation letter. 

August 3rd Bro. Walker, of Thorold (who supplied the pulpit 
to-day), and Brethren McQuarrie and Beardsall were ap- 
pointed delegates to attend a council at Drumbo, for the purpose 
of ordaining J. D. McCall. The hand of fellowship was given 
by Bro. Walker to Brethren Watts, Willard, Heath, Geo. Peters 
and wife. 

August 6th Bro. Montgomery reported that he had gathered 
from private correspondence with Rev. Mr. Johnson that it was 
possible to obtain his acceptance of the pastorate here if we 
could afford to advance the salary to $1,200. It was unani- 
mously resolved to make that ofier and repeat the call. 
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Deacon Karn reported that on the recommendation of Rev. 
Mr. Codville, he had taken upon himself the responsibility of in* 
viting the Rev. Mr. Ashley, of Pittsburg, to supply the pulpit 
here on the 17th and 24th of August. 

August 20th a committee was appointed to prepare an address 
to Bro. Montgomery and wife, who were intending to return to 
Ann Arbor, they having rendered twelve years' faithful services 
to the church. 

August 24th the address mentioned was read by the commit* 
tee and approved by the church. 

A resolution was passed to raise the sum of one hundred 
dollars for the home mission fund. 

September 24 Brethren Sawtell and Karn were appointed to 
audit the books of the superintendent of the " card plan," F. 
Muir being about to leave for the west. J. Millard was 
appointed to the position left vacant by his removal. 

Rev. Mr. Ashley, having supplied the pulpit for two Sab- 
baths, and having furnished numerous testimonials speaking in 
the highest terms of his abilities and piety, it was : Resolved to 
extend to him a call to the pastorate here at a salary of $1,200 
per annum. 

October 22nd it was decided to hold a social at which the 
pastor-elect would be inducted. Committees were appointed to 
carry out the proceedings. 

Sabbath morning, November 2nd, 1879, the Rev, W. H. Lan- 
don gave the hand of fellowship to Mr. and Mrs. Ashley and 
daughter, and Mrs. Harper ; also to Mrs. Wolverton, H. J. 
Nowland and Miss B. Sinclair. 

November 19th R. W. Sawtell reported that the proceeds of 
the teameeting amounted to $95.75. 

The trustees reported in favor of making alterations in the 
singing gallery. 

Mr. Karn reported progress in regard to upholstering the 
seats — inviting the ladies to assist. 

December 17 th Mr. Goodspeed was appointed superintendent 
of the beneficent fund, in place of J. Millard — resigned, and 
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* •* 

D. W. Rarn, S. J. McKee and R. W. Sawtell appointed a com- 
mittee on socials. 

Janoary 29th, 1880, Rev. John McLaurin was received *by 
letter from the Stratford church. Twelve candidates were 
separately voted on and received for baptism • and membership. 

The following officers were elected, viz : Deacons — D. W. 
Kam and £. H. Grove ; treasurer, D. W. Karn ; assistant, 

E. H. Grove ; clerk, C. C. Carryer. 

Bro. Topping tendered his resignation as trustee, and was ask- 
ed to reconsider it. 

It was resolved that Brethren Kam, S. J. McKee and Saw- 
tell be appointed to print a list of the members. 

Rev. John Torrance and Prof. Goodspeed were a|>pointed 
delegates to sit in council at Plattsville, to orgamze and teoc^- 
nize a Baptist church there. 

March 7th the hand of fellowship was given to forty new 
members. 

April 4th, eight members received the hand of fellowship 
from the pastor. 

May 19th, the delegates appointed to attend the associatiDn 
at Tilsonburg were the pastor and Brethren Goodspeed, Wol- 
verton, McOall aud Karn. 

The statistics and letter, prepared by the clerk, 'were fMbpied 
on June 6th, showing that 47 had been added by baptism, "36 
by letter, 2 by experience, and present membership 346. 

June 23rd, the pastor and deacons were appointed a standing 
committee, having supervision over the delinquent members. 

The thanks of the church were tendered to Bro. Karn for 'the 
use of an organ in the west end mission. 

July 21st, A. O. McKee was appointed to superintend ike 
beneficent card plan, in place of Bro. Goodspeed. 

September 8th, a special meeting was held to iCppoint lour 
delegates to the *' Canada Baptist Union," to be held in Toronto 
next month. The following were elected :. R. W. Sawtell, *W. 
Pavey, R. H. Burtch and J. Hatch. 

October 6th, the Rev. John Salmon, of the Congregational 
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church in Embro, made application for baptism, and after giving 
his eji^perienoe and ei^planation was received — also his wife. 

Sunday, Hth November, the pastor and Rev. J. Torrimce 
were delegated to attend a council in Toronto, for the purpose of 
installing Rev. J. Salmon pastor of a Baptist church. 

December 19th, H. F. Laflamme, J. S. Hughson, I. S. Foster, 
and John Washburn were baptized. 

December 29th, it was resolved, That all moneys collected for 
church work be passed through the books of the treasurer, so 
that a more accurate record may be made. 

January 20, 1881, the annual meeting was held, when the fol- 
lowing reports were read and adopted: Cemetery, R. W. Saw- 
tell; Treasurer, D. W. Karn; Sabbath school, R. G. Sawtell; 
East mission, Bro. Weir. 

Two deacons were balloted for, resulting in the election of 
John Hatch and R. H. Burtch. Treasurer and assistant, Karn 
and Grove. Superintendent of benificent card system, A. O. 
McKee. It was voted to pay $3.50 por month for rent of mis- 
sion school-room in the east end. 

January 26th, letters of dismission were granted to Bro. J. E. 
Wells and daughter, to a Toronto church. 

Bro. Wells had been a faithful and helpful member of the 
church for so many yeai-s, that it was with^ .|)rofound regret that 
circumstances had determined him to give up teaching at the 
college here, and the church felt it keenly. 

During the latter years of Dr. Fyfe, aikd especially after his 
health became enfeebled. Prof. Wells had been practically the 
principal, and after the doctor's death Mr. Wells was appointed 
principal of the literary department, and Rev. J. Torrance prin- 
cipal of the theological. 

Bro. Torrance now became principal of the whole school, but 
symptoms of failing health were evident, and Prof. Torrance's 
friends feared the worst in his case also. 

February 16th, Rev. W. Pickard and family were received by 
letter by Guelph. 
' April 13th — ^For some time it had been found by experience 
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that a mistake was made in erecting a mission school on Yansit- 
tart avenue. During the many years it was held on Dundas 
street west, the attendance at the Sabbath school was large, and 
the occasional preaching by the students was well attended, and 
a deep interest felt. 

Prof. McGregor, while in charge of the mission, reported that 
the present location was not right, and advised opening the^^ab- 
bath school where the children were : but there was no response 
to this appeal, and the result was that the mission was aban- 
doned, and a resolution passed, this evening, to adopt the report 
of the committee, who had charge of the property, to sell, ' as 
they had been offered $900 — it had cost the church about 
double that amount. 

May 18th, letters of dismission were given to S. J. McKee 
and wife, to Manitoba; S. S. Bates, toGoble's; John Trotter, to 
Strath roy, and George Frazer received by letter from Belleville. 

Brethren Ashley, McLaurin and R. H. Burtch, were delegated 
to sit in council at Goblets, on the ordination of Bro. S. S, Bates, 
on June 1st. 

Brethren D. W. Karn and J. Beardsall to attend a council at 
Ingersoll on the ordination of D. Hutchinson, their pastor-elect. 

The pastor and J. McLaurin to write the letter to the associa- 
tion, and, with Pavey, Hatch, Catling and Beardsall, to attend 
the association as delegates. The sum of $10 to be sent to the 

treasurer. 

August 7th, the death of Bro. John Torrance was recorded, 
and it was moved to send a letter of condolence to Mrs. Torrance 
and family in the deep affliction they were called to endure. 

Thus the college was again deprived of a principal, in the very 
prime of life and mental vigor, and the church of a worthy 
brother, and as an eloquent, logical and forcible preacher, Bro. 
Torrance had so earned the entire love and admiration of the 
church during his frequent ministrations, prior to the coming of 
Mr. Ashley, that he could have had a unanimous call as its 
pastor; but he declined; not that he rejected or disliked the 
work, but that he felt that the call to the work to which he had 
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responded and done so well, as a theological teacher, the more 
important and necessary. 

September 16th, the pastor and deacons Hatch and Pavey 
were delegated to sit in council in St. George on the ordination 
of D. H. Mihel. 

Letters of dismission were granted to Rev. C Goodspeed and 
wife — who were leaving the college here, as teachers. 

October 4th, Bro. and Sister 'WesterYelt,from Brantford; J.H. 
Farmer and wife, and Mrs. Springer, irom London, teachers- 
elect at the college, were received on their letters. 

December 14th — It was decided to hold a tea-meeting -in Jan- 
uary next, and a committee appointed to carry it out. 

January 19th, 1882, the annual meeting was held this even- 
ing, when reports from all departments of church work were re- 
ceived and adopted, and officers elected by ballot as follows : — 
D. W. Elarn, treasurer; C. C. Carryer, clerk; J. Beardsall, as- 
sistant treasurer and collector. Beneficent card system, James 
Catling, superintendent. Deacons, Biggins and Pavey, for three 
years. 

Resolutions were then passed on the following matters : **That 
the names of all members of whom we have no trace for one 
year be dropped from the roll." "That the assistant treasurer 
shall be a member of the finance committee ; that the tea-meet- 
ing be held on the 9th of February." "That R. W. Sawtell be 
empowered to have the constitution and articles of faith and 
practice printed in pamphlet form." "That the thanks of the 
church be given to the clerk for services rendered." 

March 16th, a report from the deacons advised the dropping a 
number of names from the church roll for non-attendance and 
long silent absence. Report adopted. 

A license was granted Bro. D. McAlpine to preach, also to 
Bro. J. Beardsall. 

May 17th, the following were appointed delegates to the as- 
sociation to be held at Springford, viz.: The pastor, J. Beardsall, 
W. Pavey, N. Wolverton, E. Topping, pastor and clerk to 
prepare the statistics and letter. 
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Resolved, That the sum of $50 be 'given to aid in making a 
sidewalk to the cemeteries, and that Bro. Beardsall be requested 
to raise it by private snfaaoription. 

June 2l8t, Bro. Robilard wad granted a license to preach. 

Bro. Pavey tendered his resignation as deacon of the church. 
Laid on the table. 

Bro. Grove tendered his resignation as leader of the choir and 
deacon of the church. Also laid on the table. 

It was resolved that all business meetings close not later than 
10 o'clock p. m. 

"Wednesday, July 19, 1882: — In the kbsence of the pastor, 
Bro. Wolverton was called to the chair. During the prayer- 
meeting ser\'ice Pastor Ashley appeared and spoke at some 
length, referring to the " present aspect of church matters, and 
the different private opinions held by church members which af- 
fected his position and usefulness here, and expressed hieT inten- 
tion to vacate the pulpit and the pastorate of the church." He 
then left the meeting, when the chairman closed and opened the 
business meeting. 

The minutes were read and adopted. Then a resolution passed 
rescinding the last one passed at the previous meeting in regard 
to closing at 10 p. m. 

Then the following resolutions were passed: That Deacon 
Pavey be requested to reconsider his resignation as deacon. 
That Bro. Grove's resignation as leader of the choir and deacon 
be accepted. 

Moved by E. Topping, seconded by E. Miller, and resolved : 
" That the resignation of Pastor Ashley, now submitted, be ac- 
cepted in the most friendly spirit, and the church assures Mr. 
Ashley that its best wishes for the happiness of himself and 
family will follow him to wherever God in his Providence may 
cast his lot. 

Moved by W. Pavey, seconded by E. H. Grove, "That a snm 
equal to one quarter's salary be presented to Mr. Ashley as a 
friendly offering of the church ; thiat Brethren Beardsall, Cat- 
ling and Biggins be the committee oh pulpit supply.' 
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August. 3rd, a special meeting was called by six members, and 
Nv Wolverton^ as chairmau,. read the same. It was. then moved 
by D« W. Elam, seconded by B. H. Burtch, That^ in. accordance 
with the expressed wish of a large representation of the church, 
contained in a. certain requisition, Uiat we deem.it expedient for 
the prosperity of the church, generally, that there be a reorgani- 
zation of the official board of the church, including the deacons 
and financial committee. Carried by a count of 38 to 34. 

D. W. Karn then tendered his resignation as deacon, and was 
Accepted. R. H. Burtch followed with same result. Bro. Pavey 
followed, but on a vote being taken his resignation was not ac- 
cepted., Bro. Beardsall. tendered, his . resignation as assistant- 
treasurer; not accepted. E. H. Grove resigned as deacon.; ac- 
cepted. 

On motion of Deacon Hatch the meeting was then adjourned. 

August I6U1T-J. Beardsall, chairman. The clerk was ap- 
pointed to write to Dr. Davidson in reference to Bro. McFar:- 
lane's letter* 

Mrs: Yorke was i4>pointed organist at a salary of $75 per an- 
num. 
< D; W. Karn appointed leader of the choir. 

Scrutineers were appointed and several ballots, taken to fill 
the place of. Deacons Karn, Grove and Burtch; but. as no one 
received a two-third vote of the members present, no election 
took place, and the meeting adjourned. 

August 23rd^ Rev. G. Richardson and wife were received on 
their letters. 

September 20th, the following were appointed delegates to at- 
tend the '* Baptist Union," to be held in Hamilton in October, 
viz.: J. Beardsall, R. W. Sawtell, W. Pavey, J. Catling and R. 
H. Burtch. 

The hour of meeting on Wednesday evenings, was changed to 
8 p. m. 

Letters o^ dismission were granted to Rev. R F. Ashley, 
wife,. daughter, and Mrs. Harper, late< organist of the church. 

Thus ended the connection with th^* late, postos; during whose 
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miniRtrations a large number of members had been added to 
the church, and though all things were not always as satisfac- 
t<3ry aH all could wish, considerable advancement had been made. 

The money received from the sale of the west end mission 
church was expended in alterations on the Central church, 
which greatly improved its appearance, and the accommodation 
of the choir and the use of the baptistry. 

The election of deacons was again proceeded with, when D. 
W. Kara and J. Catling received the required number, and no 
otherK. Adjourned till next regular meeting. 

Octol)er 2nd, Bro. Richardson in the chair. Balloting for 
another deacon was proceeded with, when it was resolved, That 
as the ballot failed to procure a three-fourths vote, we defer the 
election till the annual meeting in January, 1883. 

A committee, consisting of W. H. Landon, G. Richardson, 
Beardsall, Catling and Karn, were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare a revised draft of the constitution and by-laws. 

November 16th, G. Richardson in the chair. Bro. Beardsall 
recommended, on the part of the pulpit committee, to corres- 
pond with Rev. D. A. McGregor, of Stratford, with a view to a 
call to the pastorate of this church. Report adopted, and, with 
a view to ascertain the feeling of the meeting in regard thereto, 
a vote was taken and found to be entirely unanimous. It was 
further decided to submit the question to the church next Sab- 
bath. Salary, $1,000. 

November 17th, it was unaninously voted to extond a call to 
Bro. McGregor. 

December 27th, a letter from Bro. McGregor was read, de- 
clining the call to Vjecome our pastor. 

Let tors of dismission were granted to Dr. Crawford and wife, 
to unite with the Rapid City church, Man. 

The hour of Wednesday evening prayer meeting was fixed at 
7:30 for the winter. 

January, 17th, 1883, it was decided by an informal vote toex- 
t(;!id a call to Dr. Davidson. He came and preached, but the 
call at $1,000 was not accepted. 
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Oa the following evening the annual meeting was held, Rev. 
G. Richardson in the chair. Before proceeding with the elec- 
tion of officers, Mr. Karn moved, and R. H. Burtch seconded, 
that the resolution moved by them, and passed by a small ma- 
jority at the church meeting, August 3rd, 1882 referring to re- 
organization of the official board and re-election of officers, be 
rescinded. Carried unanimously. 

The various reports for the past year were then read and ad- 
opted. The deacons elected were D. W. Ram and James Cat- 
ling. Clerk, C. O. Carryer; Ram, treasurer; Beardsall, assist- 
ant treasurer; Miss Annie Hatch, organist, Mrs. Yorke having 
resigned. 

Messrs. Elarn, Grove and Sawtell were appointed a committee 
to arrange for an after-tea social to be held February 7 th. 

It was also decided to hold special evening meetings for prayer 
during the coming week. 

March 28th, a committee was appointed to make arrange- 
ments for the entertainment of visitors attending the half-yearly 
meeting of the board, to be held on the 18 th of April. 

April Ist, Rev..G. Richardson gave the hand of fellowship to 
nine new members. 

April 19th, Rev. T. S. Johnson, of Sarnia, having preached 
one Sabbath, was, by a vote of the church, invited to become 
its pastor. 

April 29th, delegates were appointed to attend the *' Baptist 
Union " at Toronto, 1st May, viz.: D. W. Karn, J. Beardsall, J. 
Hatch, J. H. Hill, W. Pavey and Rev, G. Richardson. 

In the evening of the s^me day Rev. N. Wolverton baptized 
twenty candidates— chiefly students. 

May 9th, a communication was received from Mr. Johnson, 
expressing regret that he could not accept our call, but thanking 
the church for its confidence. 

May 16th, the following delegates were elected to attend the 
association, viz.: Brethren Wolverton, Sawtell, Beardsall, Rich- 
ardson, Topping and R. H. Burtch. The clerk and Mr. Rich- 
ardson to prepare the letter and statistics. 
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The delegates were instruoted to invite the association .to meet 
in Woodstock next year. 

D« W. Karn's resignation as leader of the choir was. accosted. 

It was decided to pay the expenses of. the^delegates to the as- 
sociation. 

A ne'^ committee, consisting of J. BL Farmer, Ba W. Kam, 
J. I. Bates, N. Wolverton, J. Beardsall and Ww H. Landon were 
appointed to prepare and submit a draft for a. constitution and 
by-laws. 

May 23rd, Sabbath evening services were changed to begin at 
7 p. m. 

On motion of R. W. Sawtell, seconded by R. H. Burtch, a 
vote of thanks was tendered to Bro. Kam for his seEvioes as 
leader of the choir. 

The statistics at the close of the year, May 3l8t^ showed the 
number of members to be 325. 

July 3rd, a special church meeting was held for the purpose of 
discussing the draft for constitution and bylaws.. Bra Bichard^ 
son in the chair, Bro. Sawtell, secretary. 

The meeting resolved to go into committee of the whole,, and 
discuss every clause carefully. Four or five nights were given: 
to this matter were finally adopted, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the members. 

July 10th, the pulpit committee reported in favor of extending, 
a call to Rev. T. Trotter, when it was unanimously voted that a 
call be given, and that the question be finally disposed of on 
Sunday next. 

Sabbath, July 15th — After preaching by Rev. G^ Richardson, 
he explained the action of the church in regard to the^ call to 
Mr. Trotter, and asked for a standing vote of the^ church. It 
was unanimous. Prayer by Mr. Landon* 

July 18th, Miss A. £. Hatch resigned her position as organist. 
This was accepted, and the music committee instruct^ to select 
and appoint a suitable successor. 

July 24, Bro. Trotter met the church this, evening to explain 
his position as student at McMaster Hati, and. thai he could. 
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not take on the full charge of the church for some months. Two 
weeks were given for further consideration before accepting. 

August 15th, a letter was read from Bro. Trotter heartily ac- 
cepting the charge on the terms proposed. 

A vote of thanks was given to Bro. Catling for a present of 
new gas burners for the pulpit. 

On motion of R. W. Sawtell, E. H. Grove was elected leader 
of the choir. 

Brethren Landon, Karn and Grove were appointed a commit- 
tee to select and recommend a new style of hymn book. 

Rev. T. Trotter occupied the pulpit, Sabbath, September 2, as. 
pastor of the church. 

Church meeting, September 26th, Pastor Trotter in the chair. 
The first resolution was to the efl&ct that when the hand of fel- 
lowship is withdrawn from any member, the clerk shall notify 
such member of the fact. 

The committee on hymn books recommended the adoption* of 
the Baptist Hymnal. 

The report was adopted, and Bro. Karn instructed to order & 
supply and keep them in stock. 

The constitution and by-laws, as amended, were read and fin- 
ally adopted, and ordered that a pamphlet containing the same^ 
together with an historical sketch of the church, written by Mr. 
Landon, and the names of the present members, be printed. 

Bro. Beardsall was appointed to prepare a letter of condolence 
from this church to Mrs. Davidson, of Tiverton, on the death of 
her husband. Dr. Davidson, so long and much respected for hia 
faithful services to the denomination. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Bro. Richardson on hia 
leaving for Toronto, for his kindness in supplying the pulpit so 
often. 

October 17th, Brethren Wolverton and Beardsall were dele- 
gated to attend a meeting at Bookton, to appoint an evangelist. 

Sabbath, December 2hd, Bro. Landon gave- the hand of fellow- 
ship to Bro. Trotter, The pastor baptized- W. Johnston^ E.. 
Paltrige and Francis. 
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December 26th, Brethren Sawtell and Grove were appointed 
auditors. 

An effort was made to devise ways and means to liquidate the 
debt upon the building by the 1st of May next. A committee 
consisting of Brethren Beardsall, Wolverton, Karn, Sawtell and 
Grove to attend to the matter. 

It was moved that at the next annual meeting seven deacons 
be elected. 

Annual meeting January 17th, 1883, Pastor Trotter occupied 
the chair. 

The treasurer's report was read, but referred back to have it 
include a full report of the various branches of church work. 

Reports from the assistant treasurer, cemetery, poor fund and 
Sabbath schools were read and adopted. 
' Bro. Grove accepted the leadership of the choir. 

Bro. Catling superintendent of "Beneficent card plan." 

The deacons now resigned when the church accepted each 
resignation and thanked them for faithful services. 

The meeting then proceeded to elect by ballot, according to 
the new constitution, resulting in the choice of Brethren Pavey, 
Biggins, Karn, Hatch, Catling, Farmer and Beardsall. C. C. 
Carryer re-elected church clerk. 

February 20th, Mrs. Farmer was appointed organist at a 
salary of $50 per annum. 

It was resolved that the annual general meeting of the mem- 
bers as named in clause 4, article 3 in rules and regulations, 
shall be held on the 1st Friday in June 1884, and that the 
deacons elect be then set apart by the ^'laying on of hands." 

April 9th, the following were appointed delegates to the 
"Baptist Union" to meet in Brantford the 30th inst., viz : 
Brethren Beardsall, Farmer, Hatch, Pavey, Sawtell and the 
pastor. 

April 23rd, a verbal report was presented by the committee 
asking that the time for paying off the debt be extended to 
October 1st and the trustees to have charge of the matter. — 
adopted. 
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It WI18 also decided to pay the pastor's salary motitlily. 

May l/5th, installation Her vices were held when a large num- 
ber from Toronto and elsewhere attended the meeting. 

May 21st, a large committee was appointed to provide for our 
first annual members' meeting in June. 

Deleg^s from this church to the assr>ciation in Port Ilowan 
were appointed as follows: The Pastor, Karn, Catling, Beard- 
sail, Biggins, Topping and Wolverton. Beardsall to write the 
circular letter. 

The HtatisticH showed a membership of 309, and amount raised 
for church and misHion purposes J|53,384. Numl>er of 8. B. 
scholars 174— J. T. Bates, superintendent. East Mission 90 
scholarH — D. W. Karn, superintendent. 

June 6th, today wan inaugurated an annual metnl)erH' meeting 
for Hocial and spiritual converse and edification and praise, and 
tmvor in the history of the church was there held ho loving and 
delightful a meeting of its members an a family in the Lord'n 
Mervioe. Beginning at 2 p. m. and holding a nession of praine 
and si)eaking of God's goodness till 6 p. m., when till 8 p. m. tea 
yytxH served. The evening HesHicm wis similarly occupied with 
the addition of reading l(itters from absent memViers, A do- 
nation of 8177 towanlH the debt was contributed. Huch was 
the intereHt that the T>a8tor failed to get the meeting cloHed till 
1 1 p. m. All seemed delighted with this new departure. 

Bro. Trotter, while attending McMaHter Hall, had always 
aiTanged to be present at the ordinance, and up to ' the present 
had received new members every month hy baptism or letter. 
He was therefore granted a much needed holiday. 

October 26th, the deacons recommended that the scheme pro- 
posed to raise three cents per meml)er per week for educational 
purposes be adopted. — Carried unanimously. 

Novemlx5r 18th, tlie pastor intnMluced the subject of church 
socials, recommending holding tliem more frequently when a com- 
mittee consisting of tlie pastor and Brethren Karn and Bawtell 
was appointed to arrange for the same. 
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The first was held the 28th and was well attended and profit- 
able. 

The union prayer meetiiigs of 1885 produced good results and 
were continued every evening in our own church, so that the 
u^ual annual and monthly meetings were not held till February 
19th, when the usual reports were presented and adopted. 

A committee consisting of R. W. Sawtell, W. Biggins and D. 
W. Elarn was appointed to take steps to erect a mission school 
house in the east end ana report to the church. 

March 1st, The pastor gave the hand of fellowship to 16 new 
members. 

April 5th, the hand of fellowship was given to several mem- 
bers before the ordinance of the Lord's supper and after the 
evening service others were baptized. 

On the 16th, Brethren Hoile, D. W. Karn, R. W. ISawtell, J. 
Beardsall and the Pastor were appointed delegates to the Bap- 
tist union and one dollar per each delegate to be sent to the 
union. 

April. 20th, the deacons reported the results of the revision of 
the church roll when a number of names were dropped there- 
from for "non attendance and unheard from for years." 

Ii^structions were given to make improvements in the porch 
of the church. 

May 20th,* Brethren Farmer, Beardsall, Wolverton, C. Scho- 
fidid aiid the pastor were a|)pointed to attend the association at 
Brownsville. Present membership 324; amount raised during, 
the year $3,323 ; scholars in Sunday school 260; contributions 
$97 ; J. I. Bates superintendent. 

The annual members meeting was held on the 5th of June 
when 188 were present and many responded by letter and con- 
tribution to the funds. A very social and profitable time was 
spent together. 

July 15th, Brethren Farmer and .Bates were delegated to sit 
in council on the ordination of Bro. Stillwell. 

The east end mission committee were authorized to purchase 
a lot from Mrs. Frizelle. 
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September 14th, the question of erectiag a new building for 
the ea4st mission was discussed and referred book to the com- 
mittee for further information as to cost. 

September 23rd it was '^resolved to engaffe an architect to 
prepare plans for the improvements to be made in the church," 
ami a committee was appointed to solicit subscriptionH for 
the east end mission house and for a new pipe organ. Th() 
present one having failed to give satisfaction . 

October 28, 11. W. Sawtell reported for the trustees tliat they 
deem it unwise to incur the expeases of an architect at present 
until some definite plans for raising the funds for enlargement 
are matured, and in their opinion a local architect should be en- 
gaged when necessary. The report was laid upon the table. 

The pastor and d^Acon Beardsall were delegated to attend the 
ordination of Bro. Avauche at Stratford. 

R. G. Sawtell presented the report of the committee for east 
mission which recommended a social to be held on the 1 7th of 
November. Report adopted. 

November 18th, the mission school and pipe organ for the 
church were again discussed and a resolution passed asking the 
trustees to proceed at once with both objects. 

Noveml>er 25th, Mr. Trotter stated to the meeting that circum- 
stances were such tliat he was under the necessity of severing 
his eonnection with the church, which he deeply regretted, be- 
cause he lored the church as he never expected to love another, 
and his relations with the brethren were without a flaw. On 
being pressed for his reasons he admitted that he must have a 
larger salary to meet the obligations he was called upon to dis- 
charge, and feeling tliat the Woodstock church was paying ah 
much as it ought, he had indicated to the Park cliurch, Brant- 
ford, that he would accept the lil)eral offer made him by that 
church. 

Mr. Trotter then left to allow the church to diHcuss the 
matter. 

Deacon Parey was appointed chairman and Bro. Wolverton 
moved a very lengthy resolution to the effect that the church 
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could not allow his needs to stand in the way of his ' remaining 
the pastor of this church. That we thank him for his frank 
and manly statement and urge him to withdraw his resignation 
agreeing to increase his salary to more than the amount offered 
by the church referred to. 

A committee was appointed to canvass for special contribu- 
tions to make up the required amount, and Brethren Kam, 
Wolverton and R. H. Burtch to present the resolution passed 
and urge him to remain the pastor of this church. 

December 2nd, Bro. Beardsall reported the result of the can- 
vass as entirely satisfactory — more than the increase required 
had been subscribed. 

December 9th, Mr. Trotter intimated that on the action 
taken by the church as expressed in the resolution of November 
25th, and the report of the committee as given December 2nd 
he would withdraw his resignation. 

December 16th, it was resolved that in consequence of un- 
forseen circumstances, the committee defer the purchase of a 
new pipe organ for the present but that the one in the gallery 
be removed to the tower and a reed organ be used in its place. 

The pastor was authorized to select a suitable hymn book for 
use in the prayer meetings. 

January 27th, 1886, R. W. Sawtell repoi-ted from the trustees 
that work on the mission school on the lot purchased from Mr. 
Frizelle was progressing as fast as the weather permits. 

One hundred copies of Sanky and Moody's hymn books were 
ordered. 

The clerk was asked to retire when a resolution was passed^ 
expressing the thanks of the church, and to be accompanied by 
a donation of $50 to C. C. Carry er, for so many years, faithful 
sei'vice. 

The adjourned annual business meeting was held January 
28th. The various usual reports were read and adopted. 

A report from an informal meeting of deacons and trustees, 
held at the' house of D. W. Karn, for the purpose of considering 
the propriety of providing increased seating accommodation in 
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the audience-room, was read, recommending the outlay of $1,000 
and giving additional seating room for 160 persons. 

The report was adopted, and a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Karn, Sawtell, Biggins and R. H. Burtch to mature plans and 
report in two weeks. 

Bro. Clifford resigned the office of sexton. At the close of the 
meeting, Pastor Trotter, in a few appropriate words of esteem 
and confidence from the church, presented Bro. Carryer with a 
check for the sum of $50, as instructed at a former meeting. 

Bro. Carryer was (juite overcome with the kindness expressed; 
and said that he felt ati'onger and better for such an expression. 

February 10th — It was moved and seconded that the com- 
mittee mature plans and secure tenders for the proposed enlarge- 
ment, and that Bro. Hawteli be chairman of the building com- 
mittee. 

Sunday, March 7th, the hand of fellowship was given to ten 
new members. 

The pastor asked the church to add another new deacon to the 
board, by election, at an early meeting. 

Special meeting, March 10th, called to discuss the plans and 
specifications, when, after various suggestions, the report was 
adopted by 27 to 4 to proceed w ith the work at once. 

Delegates to the Baptist Union at Toronto were appointed as 
follows : The pastor and Deacons Hatch, Karn, Pavey and 
Beard sail. 

It was resolved to ask for the use of the town hall while the 
alterations were being made. 

Bro. R. H. Burtch was duly elected deacon of the church. 

Notwithstanding l)ut four votes against the plans for enlarge- 
ment, a feeling, sui»se(iuently obtained, that it would be 
wiser to enlarge the building for permanentcy, than to spoil it by 
galleiies. Other meetiiii^s were held and larger plans and sketches 
made. A special meeting was called, May 12th, when a report 
was presented, and th(^ j)lans adopted for a largo extension to 
the west, and a re-anan 'lenient of the entire audience-room, and 
completion of the spire, which never had been finished. The 
(I 
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estimates then submitted amounted to $6,620, but it subse- 
quently became enlarged to nearly $11,000, including a new pipe 
organ, by Warren, of Toronto, at a cost of $1,550. 

The trustees were authorized to mortgage the property for the 
sum required, and proceed forthwith. A measure of enthusiasm 
was thrown into the work that was a surprise to the whole 
church. Cuthbertson & Fowler were the architects, and Bick- 
erton k Co., the contractors. D. W. Kam and R. W. Saw tell, 
inspectors, and the latter chairman of the building committee. 

A large committee was appointed to arrange for the annual 
members' meeting in June. The donations were to go towards 
the extension, and determined to raise at least $2,000 for that 
object during the year. 

Wednesday, May 26th — The pastor and R. W. Sawtell were 
appointed delegates to sit in council in Guelph on the 3rd of 
June, at the proposed ordination of Bro. W. C. Weir. 

The members' annual meeting was held June 4th, when the 
attendance was large. A letter from J. McLaurin, who had re- 
turned a second time to India, together with many othe»^ from 
absent members, were read and greatly enjoyed. Many branches 
of church work were referred to, and a very delightful and 
profitable time was spent together. The pastor referred to the 
large number of deaths during the year — seven. 

The Grand River association was held here on the 10th to 
12th of June. The attendance was large, and the whole meet- 
ing was of an exceptionally pleasant character. 

Rev. Mr. Ware preached the association sermon. The dele- 
gates from our own church were the pastor and Brethren Hav- 
ens, Beardsall, Catling, Sawtell and Leadbeater. Total number 
of members reported, 330. Contributions for the year, $3,202. 
Number of scholars, 210; contributions, $140. J. I. Bates, 
supt. East school. No. 107, contributions, $67. Supt., Mr. 
Waldo. 

June 16th, the pastor and Deacons Pavey and Beardsall were 
delegated to attend a council at Goble'sto ordain Brother Frazer 
June 22. The pastor and Deacons Hatch and Beardsall to at- 
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tend a council at Springford on the 28th June, to ordain Bro. 
McLennan. 

June 26th, 1886— The death of our beloved brother, Rev. W. 
H. Landon, is recorded. His activity and zeal for houIh began 
with his membership, in the very earliest days of the church's 
history, and except for the few years spent in the West Indies, 
and a few other years when he isolated himself, on account of 
<lifterence of views, his labors were abundant and freely given, 
*' without money and without price." 

A short time l^efore he died a very ])lcasant surprise party, 
heade<l by the pastor, took possession of his house and cheered 
his declining days, by an appreciative address and a present. He 
expressed his extreme pleasure with the unexpected event, ai^d 
said it would be a sweet memoir of the continued love of the 
church, to which he was so deeply attached. 

He left a widow who is still an active and );eloved member of 
the church. 

July 1 9th, the pastor was voted a vacation. 

September 30th, a joint meeting of the church and college 
was held in the latter place this evening, for the purpose of 
flesignating and bidding farewell to our 1>c1ov(h1 sister. Miss Bella 
Hatch, who was intending to devote her life and energies to 
zenanna work among the Telugus of India. 

Octf^ber 6th, the pastor and Brethren Bates, Beardwall, Wol- 
verton, Karn, Burtch and Pavey were appointed delegates to the 
convention to l)e held at Paris. The " Baptist Union " had not 
succeede<l in its object, and the denomination returned to the 
usual fall convention with some changers in its constitution. 

NovemlMjr 24th — It was decided )>y the church to organize an 
association to be called " The Women's Conmiittee for Church 
Work," to meet monthly, or oftener, to discuss and take up the 
HMjuired work of the church —rightly considered their special 
work. 

An applicaticm was sent to the church from Ionia, Mich., twk' 
ing it U) send a delegate to the ordination of Bro. T. H. McCall 

On Salibath December 19th, 1886, idUn- worshipping in the 
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town hall for hix nionthH the church returned to its enlarged 
and Ijeautiful home. 

Rev. Dr. Thomas, of Toronto, preached in the forenoon. Rev. 
W. Cuthbcrtson, Congregational minister at Woodstock in the 
afternoon and Dr. Thomas in the evening. Nearly 1,000 people 
attended each service. Prof. E. R. Doward, organist of Jarvis 
street church, Toronto, presided at the splendid new organ and 
with a good choir produced excellent music. 

It is not necessary to describe the handsome and c<mimodious 
building which was this day reopened. Its appearance and 
accoustics are all that could be wished forand its conveniences for 
Habbath schrx>l and general purpose excellent. As before stated 
the cost including new carpets, upholstering and organ amount- 
ed to nearly $11,000, Vmt in every respect it is equal to an en- 
tirely new building and strangers have no conception from the 
interior but that it woh all planned from the l^ginning. 

Church meeting December 22nd, W. H. Whitehead was ap- 
jK^inUjd sexton, J. Hoyle having resigned. The resignation of. 
Bro. Topping as trustee was accepted and a vote of thanks given 
him for long services. 

Docfjml^er 29th, W. Biggins was elected trustee, 

Tlif! Ncirth part (;f the church was set apart for the accommo- 
dation of the Imly students and the south gallery to gentlemen. 

Hev(;ral changes have taken place in the College during the 
last yj'ar. A charter had l>een obtained establishing **Mc- 
MahU'v University by act oi parliament to include Woodstock 
Collffgc, McMaster Hall, Toronto, to which the theological de- 
I^artnifmt hml Ixjen removed from WoodHtock some? years ago, 
and an arts d*?paHnient which it was intended and expected to 
be ostabliHhed in Wrjodstock. Mr. Wolverton had resigned the 
position of princii)al here which he had so faithfully occupied 
since; the death of Principal Torrance and D. Rand had been 
induced to take his place on the undi^rstanding that the arts 
dejiartnient should be develoj)cd here ; hence on Sunday morn- 
ing, January 2nd, Dr. T. IT. Hand and wife were admitted mem- 
Imth of this church by letter from Toronto. 
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Large numbers of new candidates were applying for baptism 
Bro. Ware was assisting the pastor in evening meetings so that 
the January business meeting usually held was omitted. 

Feb. 17th, the annual business meeting was held and the 
usual reports adopted. 

It was, according to previous notice **resolved to close our 
associational year on the 15th of May and the annual business 
meeting be held on the last Wednesday in May. 

March 6, 1887, at the business meeting this evening the 
pastor stated that he needed a long vacation and with the per- 
mission of the church he wanted to visit his native land, Eng- 
land, and would be absent 4 months. He felt sure that as the 
deacons could secure the services of Bro. H. C. Spellar for the 
whole period the church would the more readily grant his re- 
quest. . 

A resolution referring to the late severe work of the pastor 
in the ingathering of such a large number of new members and 
his great need of a vacation, the request was concurred in and 
kind expressions for his welfare and safe return were embodied 
in the resolution unanimously passed by a standing vote. 

Almost every week candidates were examined and received 
for baptism and the hand of fellowship given on the first Sab- 
bath of each month. 

Wednesday April 20th, the lecture room was filled and the 
usual business gave place to a delightful meeting presided over 
by the pastor, who after giving his own farewell address intro- 
duced Bro. Spellar as the substitute during his absence. Bro. 
Spellar made a very practical and humorous address. Kind ex- 
pressions were given to Mr. Trotter in his voyage and prospec- 
tive future. 

April 27th, Bro. King was granted a license to preach the 
gospel. 

May 1st, the hand of fellowship was given by Pastor Spellar 
to 10 new members. 

May 16th, Messrs. Spellar, Farmer, Pavey, Wolverton, R. H. 
Burtch and R. W. Sawtell were appointed delegates to the as- 
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sociation to be held at Beachville. Numbet* of members 399» 
Amount expended $13,671. 

June 3rd th(e members' meeting was held as usual aind proved 
quite as interesting as previous ones. In addition to exercises 
of a devotional and social character the secretary of the trustees 
gave a full repk)rt ot the finances of the church, showing that 
$7,099.04 had been raised in cash during the year. 

June 28th, a public meeting was held this evening for the 
purpose of giving expressions of welcome to Bro. Mcl^urin and 
wife whose return from India to save his life^ if not to restore- 
his health, was their reason for returning. So low Mras he with 
fever tliat he was reported dead and Mrs. McLaurin never ex- 
pected to bring him home alive, but the sea voyage had so help- 
ed him as to enable him to be present on this occasion and re 
ceive the spontaneous welcome accorded. Rev. Mr. Woodward 
represented the Grand River association. The Rev. Mr. Outh- 
bertson the ministers of the town. Mr.T.S.Shenston the Foreign 
Missionary Society. Pastor Spellar presided and gave the 
address of -welcome to liis own church and Rev. Bro. McLotlrin 
replied in feeble voice but loving and wise words. 

The hand of fellowship was given to 9 new members July Srd. 

July 20th, Bro. W. Johnston was appointed superintendent 
of the East Sabbath school. 

Bro. Walter Watts reported that it was the intention of the 
Young People's association to purchase a piano for the Sabbath 
school and asked the church to hold a lawn social on that behalf 
—granted. 

A letter was read from Rev.E.Judson thanking the church for 
a donation towards the Judson memorial church erected in New 
York 

September 9th,1887,a meeting was held to welcome home Pas- 
tor Trotter and wife from their visit to the Old Lfa-rid. Mr. 
Spellar occupied the chair. R. W. Sawtell read the addfess 
from the church, Dr. Rand 8j)oke on behalf df the college dnd 
Mr. Wolverton the Sabbath school. Rev. Dr. Castle, Rev. Mt. 
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Turnbull and Rov. Mr. Landon each added their expressions of 
welcome. 

Bro. Trotter feelingly replied on the part of himself and wife — 
formerly Miss Freeman. 

September 28thy the delegaten appointed to the convention in 
Toronto were the Pastor, Dr. Hand, Rev's J. McLaurin and 
Wolverton, D. W. Karn, R. W. Sawtell and J. H. Parmer. 

Tlic pastor and Dr. Rand were appointed to sit in council at 
Toronto October 9th, to ordain Bro. Garside, mitoionary elect 
for Tndia and fonnerly a student here. 

Octo1)er 26th, on motion of Dr. Rand a resolution was passed 
to invite the Home Mission Society through the board of 
governors of the University to meet in Woodstock in April or 
May of next year to hold an educational meeting in reference to 
the arts department 

D(iceml)or 7th Bro. (irove rcHigned the leadership of the choir, 
which was accepted, and a resolution passed expressing the 
thanlcH of the church for his long and faithful services. Mr. 
E. M. Karn wan appointed to the positi(m of leader. 

The anniverHary of the reopening of the church was held on 
the 19th I)eceml)cr when Rev. Dr. Denovan preached morning 
and evening to a very full house. 

On Monday evening Dr. Denovan delivered a lecture on "The 
Great Revival in Ireland," which was intennely interenting. 
MiHs Grove prenided at the organ and mmie choice vocal solos 
were given by Mr. and Mrs. G McLeod. The pastor gave a 
Htatement of the financial position of the church and asked that 
$400 be made up during the meetingH. A sum amounted to 
$411 waH announced as the result of lK)th dny^H collections. 

March 14, 188H, a special meeting of the church was called to 
oUict delegates to attend the educational meeting to be held at 
Guelph, to decide the (jueMtioiyf discuHsed in Toronto at the 
autumn convention but not then decided, Pirst: Independence 
versus confederation with the provincial University," second, 
}oc(iting the arts department of McMaster University. 

Having referred to the object of this meeting it bbcbmos 
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nece8sary to make a brief explanation. Several years ago a 
similar meeting was held in Guelph also, to discuss the removal 
of the theological department from Woodstock to Toronto. The 
attendance of delegates was large and the discussion at times 
warm; and the vote if taken would have been largely in favor 
of remaining in Woodstock, but at the point of deciding Dr. 
Castle, then in the confidence of Mr. McMaster, made a 
statement to the effect that if taken to Toronto the necessary 
buildings would be provided and probably an endowment, but 
he was not at liberty to say more. It was evident that the 
matter could be left in such hands. It was well known that 
Mr. McMaster had set his heart upon the work and it was at 
once decided to let him. The result was that McMaster hall 
(subsequently named against his wish) was erected at a cost of 
about $80,000 and largely endowed, and the theological depart- 
ment removed thereto — leaving the literary department doing 
the first year's university work — and the ladies department still 
at Woodstock. 

In 1880 and '81 a canvas for an endowment of $50,000 and 
for $10,000 to pay the debt at Woodstock had been made by 
Mr. Dyke to which it was liberally subscribed and a large part 
of the subscriptions paid. 

Subsequently, the subscribers of the old C. L. Institute, at 
the Paris convention, agreed to surrender their rights and man- 
agement to the denomination, ** provided it should be consoli- 
diited and developed." 

Later on a charter was obtained from the Ontario Govern- 
ment constituting McMaster University, when it was understood 
that the r.rts department would be developed at Woodstock. 
" The first of a series of buildings " was erected for a dining hall 
(and a second one planned) looking to the future requirements 
of the university, costing nearly $30,000, and the foundation 
stone of which was laid by Mrs. McMaster, in the presence of 
a large assembly, including the Hon. Mr. McMaster. The people 
oi Woodstock had been solicited for subscriptions to the amount 
of $10,000 towards the erection of buildings for the art depart- 
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ment, and had pledged $11,000 for that purpoHO, in anticipation 
of this l)ecoming a univerHity town. 

Expectation ran high, and when it wan learned in the Hummer 
of 18H7 tliat tlie location of the artH department wan unnettled, 
and that the queHtion would l>e reopened and fully diHcuHHe<l in 
Toronto) at the Octol)er convention, the friends of WorxlHtock 
ollege, and particularly the people of WcKxlwtock, were antound- 
ed, and could not l>elieve the rumor. Mr. McMaHter died Hud- 
denly before the diNCUHNion woh o{)ened. 

FreviouH to the Octolx>r meeting in Toronto the Baptiitt 
opened itfi cr)lumnii for a full diMCUHHion, and it waM hotly argued 
OH " WiHuhUKk v«. Toronto." • At the mtwting held in Toronto, 
the queHtion of *^ Independency " wan diHcuKH<5<l, and, virtually, 
decided to oppone confe<leration, hut the vote wan reHerved for a 
HpeciiU meeting, to be held at Guelph, on the 27th of March, 
1888. 

The delegateH named from our own churcli were : The pantor. 
Dr. Hand, H. W. Hawtell, D. W. Karn, N. Wolverton, J. H. 
Parmer and J. T. BateH, who were electe<l by ballot. 

T|ie tr>wn HulwcrilierH elected MeHHrn. John White, J. M. 
Grant and J. Hutherland, M. P., to repn^nent their interentn at 
the meeting. 

The meeting wan held in the Haptint church, Ouelph, and up- 
wardn of 500 delegateH were prenent. The cjuention of ** Inde- 
pendency VH. Confederation," excite<l but little interent, and the 
vote wan almoHt unanimous in favor of the former. 

Tlie exciting question wan the location ; but those favoraV)le 
to Tonmto had organized their forces to Ix^tter advantage, and, 
by intr^xlucing a plausible claune in their reH(iluti<m to renpect 
the ** moral obligation to WcKxlntock," and other well ordere<l 
plans, secured a small majority in favor of Toronto. It is need- 
less to add that the friends of Wcxxlstock college were not only 
surpriMHl but dissatisfied, and the town Mubscribers held an in- 
dignation meeting to condemn the wliole arrangement. 

Tlie church here felt humiliated and disgraced by the break- 
ing of faith with the Woodstock subscribers, and all who liad 
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\)een led to believe that *' Mr. McMaster had acqaiesed in the 
purpose of developing the arts work her^, and had made his 
will with that in view." The church openly expressed its dis- 
approval in a meeting held to hear the report of the delegates. 

The occurrence is so recent and so well understood that a 
fuller statement seems unneccessary ; but in justice to the Wood- 
stock church the reference now made could not be avoided. 

The following delegates were elected, March 21st, to 'attend a 
council at London South, to recognize a new church therie, viz.: 
Brethren Beardsall, Catling, Pavey, McLaurin, Bates and the 
pastor. 

April 1st, a nural)er of new members were admitted to the 
communion by the hand of fellowship. 

B. W. A. Grigg was duly licensed to preach. 

May 6th, a number of new members were added. 

May 16th, Miss Grove's resignation as organist was formally 
accepted, and a resolution of thanks and regret that circum- 
stances caused her to leave town, was passed — her parents having 
removed to Gait. 

Brother McLaurin asked the privilege of arranging for a lec- 
ture from Miss Reynolds, the lady principal of the college, in 
aid of the "Timpany Memorial." Granted. 

June 5th, Brethren Beardsall, Hatch, Wolvertoh, Bates, 
Farmer and Favey were appointed delegates to the associationr 
at Springford. Brother Farmer to write the letter. 

May 28th, the annual business meeting was held, when all 
the usual reports were read and received. 

It was resolved, " That it would facilitate the business to dis- 
pense with the assistant treasuret*, and that Brother Beardsall 
})e asked to hold the position occupied next year." 

June 1st, it was reported that Paster Trotter was too ill to 
attend. Brother Farmer was elected chairman of the members' 
meeting. 

About 200 members were present. Afternoon and evejdng 
sessions were held, and tea served between. The reports which 
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had been received at the business meeting were read, discussed 
and adopted. 

Brother Beardsall accepted the office of treasurer, in place of 
D. W. Kam, resigned. 

W. Chave was appointed superintendent of the card plan. 
N. Wolverton resigned the superintendency of the Central Sab- 
bath school, and D. W. Karn succeeded him. 

A resolution, expressive of condolence, sympathy and love for 
the pastor in his affliction, was passed, and a promise made to 
supply the pulpit during the continuance of his sickness. 

Mr. E. M. Karn was appointed leader of the choir and ot-gan- 
iHt, for one year, at a salary of J} 150. 

The statistics sent to the association were: Meml>ers, 401 ; 
contributions, $6,189 ; S. 8. scholars, 256. 

August 5th — In the continued absence of Brother Trotter, 
the pulpit to-day was supplied by Rev. S. S. Bat^s, who ad- 
ministered the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. The hand of 
fellowship was given to several members by Brother McLaurin. 

August 15th J. McLaurin occupied the chair. After the dis- 
posal of several reports. Deacon Beardsall read the resignation 
of Brother Trotter, whose illness compelled him to take the step. 

It was decided not to accept the resignation then, but call a 
special meeting in two weeks for the purpose of considering it. 

August 22nd on motion of J. BiBardsoll a license was granted 
to Bro. Catling to preach the gospel. 

September 2nd Brother Wolverton preached and gave the 
hand of fellowship to a number of new membern. 

September 19th — Regular monthly meeting. Brother Wol- 
verton in the chair. 

Delegates appointed to the convention at St Catharines were : 
Brethren Wolverton, McKechnie, Sawtell, McLaurin, Hatch, 
Beardsall and Karn. 

It was moved by Brother Sawtell, seconded by Brother Potts, 
" That the resignation of Pastor Trotter be accepted, and that 
Brother Wolverton notify him in a letter expressive of the sym- 
pathy of the church. 
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A resolution was passed instructiag the deacons to take the 
necessary steps to procure a pastor. 

October 16th — Brother McLaurin in the chair. A license 
was granted Brother J. Roberts to preach, and the chairman to 
sign the same. 

October 18th the deacons brought in a report favoring a call 
to the Rev. E. W. Dadson, of Claremont, to the pastorate of 
this church. 

The adoption of the report was moved by Brother Wolverton, 
seconded by Brother Karn and carried by a standing vote. 

A committee was appointed to confer with Brother Dadson 
in reference to the " call." 

A request was presented from the "Ladies* Circle," asking 
the church to co-operate with them in inviting the Ladies' Mis- 
sionary Convention to meet at Woodstock next year. Request 
concurred in — with the promise to assist, also, in the entertain- 
ment of delegates. 

October 31st it was resolved to hold the anniversary services 
about the 19th of December. A committee was appointed, with 
J. H. Farmer chairman. Brethren Gould and Duncan were ap- 
pointed ushers in place of Brethren Johnston and Catling, who 
had left town. 

November 21st Brother A. Havens jvas elected trustee in 
place of E. H. Grove, removed. 

It was announced that a telegram had been received from 
Brother Dadson, accepting the call of the church to the pastorate. 

Brother Topping appealed to the church, on a ruling of Chair- 
man Beardsall at a former meeting, in reference to an old matter 
decided ten years ago. The chairman was sustained by a large 
vote. 

December 2ncl, 1888, Pastor Dadson occupied the pulpit and 
preached from Acts 2 ch., 47 v. He gave the hand of fellow- 
ship to several members before the ordinance, including Rev. 
S. S. Sheldon, teacher at the college. 

December 16th Brother Dadson preached sermons appropri- 
ate to the anniversary of re-opening. On Monday evening Rev. 
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A. H. Munro, of St. Thomas, lectured. Collections were taken 
each day in favor of the building fund. 

December 19th the report of the supply committee was 
adopted and the committee discharged. Deacons' report read 
and partially adopted. It was resolved to take a collection 
January 6th, to aid the widow of the late Rev. H. Woodward. 

January 6th, 1889, Rev. N. Wolverton gave the hand of fel- 
lowship to Mr. and Mrs. Dadson and others. 

January 16th — Regular monthly meeting. A number of 
candidates were received for baptism and letters of dismission 
granted. 

January 23rd Brother J. McLaurin spoke on the great needs 
of the foreign mission, urging the church to support one mis- 
sionary there. 

Sunday, January 27th, several were baptized. 

March 30th several were received by letter, and some dis- 
missed, also by letter. 

A committee, consisting of the pastor. Prof. Farmer and Bro. 
McAlpine,were appointed to take charge of tlie east end mission 
and report to the church. 

April 7th the pastor gave the hand of fellowship to ten new 
members, and in the evening baptized several others. 

April 16th the pastor and Deacon Beardsall were appointed 
to attend the ordination council at Plattsville, to ordain Mr. T. 
Shields. 

May 5th, the pastor gave the hand of fellowship to thirteen 
new members. 

May 15th, the " Woodstock Association " to l)e held at Beach- 
ville this year, and the following l)e delegates fi-oni this church, 
viz.: The pastor, J. Beardsall, W. Pavey, J. H. Farmer, R. W. 
Sawtell, A. L. Haven and C. Duncan. N. Wolverton to write 
the circular letter. 

May 19th — Baptism this evening. 

Letters to the association read and approved. 

Statistics showing total number of members, after dropping 
24, whose present standing was unknown, or had neglected their 
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church privilege, was 394. Total amount paid for all objects, 
$5,075. S. S. scholars, 281; teachers, 36. Amount received, 
$171. 

Mission school: Number of scholars, 120 ; teachers, 20. 
Amount raised, $144. 

May 26 th, the pastor baptized five candidates. 

Annual business meetmg was held May 31st, when all the 
usual reports were read and adopted, a vote was passed, express- 
ing thanks to Brother Beardsall for his faithful work as treas- 
urer. 

A very cordial vote of thanks was tendered to Grandma 
Burtch for her succcessful efforts in collecting special subscrip- 
tions of over $200, to apply to the reduction of the debt. 

Brother Beardsall was re-elected treasurer, and Brother Car- 
ryer clerk. Brethren A. L. Havens and N. McKechnie were 
elected deacons by ballot. 

Sunday, June 2nd, the hand of fellowship was extended to 
eleven new members, and others baptized in the evening of the 
same day. 

The members' annual meeting was held June 7th. Pastor 
Dadson conducted tl>e afternoon aud evening meetings, which 
were more deeply interesting than ever. According to previous 
notice, the three deacons recently elected were ordained by the 
" laying on of hands." 

Two hundred and twenty members took tea together and en- 
joyed a social time. 

June 16th, letters of brotherly greeting were read from 
Brother T. Trotter, from Nova Scotia, and Brother J. I. Bates, 
then pursuing his studies in Manchester, England. 

Several were baptized in the evening. 

June 19th, Brother McAlpine reported that it was advisable 
to appoint Brother Kennedy to the charge of the east mission, 
and the church approved of the same. 

June 22nd, the hand of fellowship was given to four mem- 
bers, and on July 7th to nineteen more, and others baptized the 
same evening, and others on the 14th. 
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Bu8iiie»H meeting July 17th, pastor in the cliair, A.L. HaveiiH 
acting as clerk. 

Deacons' monthly report read and adopted. 

The motion of Brother McLaurin, *'That the (juestion of 
inissionH he discuHHed the tirst Wethiesday in September," was 
adopted. 

August 2lHt, it was decided to grant the uhc of the church for 
n farewell meeting to our miHsionarieH, on the 0th of Septembei*, 
And a committee appointed to make arrangements for the same. 

Sabhath, Septiiuiber Ist, eight members received the hand of 
fellowshi]). 

September 4th, a public meeting was held to listen to lirethren 
Walker and Brown, and say farewell on tlie cive of their leaving 
418 missionaries to the Telugus. The meeting was large and in- 
spiring. 

Monthly meeting September 15th. Sevt^ral nciw members were 
received by letter, and others dismissed the name way. 

Deaccms' report read and approved. 

Brother 1). Nimmo, having been heard \)y the church, was 
granted a license to preach. 

The d(?legate8 appointed to attend the convention at Ottawa, 
in October, were : the pastor, and Brethren T. P. Hall, 11. W. 
Hawtell, J. McLaurin, C. Hatch, II. H. Burtch and J. Beardsall. 

October 2nd — Having learned that the church only allowed 
our present membership to send five delegat^es, it was resolvcnl, 
**That the first five elected be the delegation." 

A resolution was passed, moved by N. S. McKechnie, second- 
ed by D Clark, " that we tend an invitation to the convention 
now assembling, to meet with us next year." 

Brother W. H. Huston and wife wew, received as members, on 
their letters to this chui'ch. 

Tn reference to the work of the convention heht at Ottawa, it 
might be stated that it was a very large and enthusiastic one, 
especially in regard to missions and French evangelization. 

Another importtint movement was the enthusiastic mloption, 
of Brother D. S. Thompson's resolution, condemning the i)rin- 
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eiple of " exemption from taxation of church property and min* 
Lsters' incomes." 

Considerable dissatisfaction was expressed in regard to the 
removal of the ladies^ department from Woodstock to Toronto, 
which had been the work chiefly of Dr. Mc Vicar, the chancellor 
of McMaster University who had influenced Mrs. McMaster to 
assist in founding Moul ton's Ladies College instead. 

Tl>e matter of beginning the arts work in McMaster Hall was 
discussed and largely disapproved, but not brought to a vote. 

Professor Fanner had been principal of Woodstock College 
since the retirement of Dr. Ramd, but being elected to a chair 
in Toronto Baptist College, Bro. W. H. Huston, principal of 
one of the Collegiabe Colleges of Toronto was appointed to take 
his place. Brother Wolverton had succeeded in inducing ' the 
governors to establish a manner training department — the first 
in Canada— at the Woodstock College and as head of that de- 
partment had made it a great success. In response to the 
"moral obligation clause" Chancellor McVicar had succeeded 
in making very large changes in the building and equipment 
here and, with the first year's University work continued, Bro. 
Huston had accepted the charge of Principal with great enthu- 
siam and threw all his energy and love into the work of train- 
ing his "boys." 

" The Women's Baptist Misssionary Convention " was held in 
this church October 24:th and 25tli, when a very large number 
of delegates attended. The meetings were open to the public, 
and a large number availed themselves of the opportunity of 
seeing women tnirisaob business ; and many were honest enough 
to confess that in prompt, business management, and short, 
effective speaking, tlu^y j^ut to shame some of the more preten- 
tious efforts of tlie " stronsjer " sex. 

At the close of tUe sec(.)nd afternoon session, the convention 
accepted the invitation of Principal Huston and his faculty to 
a reception at the cr>lle!4e, and a delightful evening was spent' 
there, taxing largely t'.ie space and hospitalities of that large 
institution ; but If^av'in-- pl(\asant memories of Woodstock and 
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the entertainment given during the whole of the convention. 
The Woodstock church will cherish as a fragrant blessing the 
coming to it of so many inspiring friends, and a longing for a 
repetition of such. 

October 27th the pastor and Brethren Topping and Beardsall 
were delegated to sit in council at Clinton, in regard to some 
church' difficulty. 

Sabbath, November 3rd, the hand of fellowship was extended 
by the pastor to eight members, including Brethren Huston and 
Robertson, teachers at the college. 

November 6th it was decided, on motion of Brother Wolver- 
ton, that " thanksgiving services be held thLs year at the college." 

November 20th Brother McAlpin made a verbal report, 
showing the necessity of enlarging the mission school premises. 

After a full discussion, the pastor and Brethren Wolverton, 
McLaurin, Sawtell and Burtch, were appointed a committee to 
investigate the matter and report to the church. 

The deacons recommended an increase of $200 per annum in 
the pastor's salary — carried by a standing vote. 

The deacons' report was taken up seriatim and discussed. 
The Sabbath school was granted the use of the audience room 
for their entertainment. 

The pastor reported on behalf of the hymn book committee, 
advising the adoption of the new edition of the Sankey and 
Moody hymns. 

December 4th Brother Wolverton, chairman of the committee 
on missions, reported, recommending (1), the strengthening of 
the east end mission — carried ; (2), on repairs and enlargement 
— laid upon the table ; (3), that the matter of building there 
and the west end be referred to the trustees for a report thereon. 

December 18th on motion of N. Wolverton, seconded by W. 
Pavey, it was " resolved. That this church do proceed to estab- 
lish a mission interest in the west end of the town." 

A committee consisting of the trustees and others was ap- 
pointed to proceed, with power to purchase a site for the same. 
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January 5th, 1890, the hand of fellowship was extended to 
several new members. 

January 15 — Monthly business meeting. A number were re- 
ceived by letter and for baptism. 

Brother Dadson announced that special evangelistic meetings 
would be held, beginning on Monday evening. During the 
whole year of 1889 there had been a continual ingathering. No 
month had passed without a considerable increase ; and now 
there were indications (after the week of prayer) of a deep 
interest in spiritual things and he desired to give greater oppor- 
tunity for its manifestation. 

February 17th after the prayer meeting the regular business 
was transacted. Deacons' report read and adopted. 

On motion of Bro. Biggins a committee was appointed to 
arrange an after tea social on the 28th inst. 

Dr. McLay and Principal Huston were appointed to look after 
unruly boys who are in the habit of disturbing the East Mission. 

Reports were made in reference to sites obtainable in the 
west end and other matters, when the committee was requested 
to bring in a report upon "ways and means." 

February 26 th, R. G. Sawtell, assistant superintendant of the 
Central Sunday school, asked the church to supply the school 
with the new hymn book such as is now used in the prayer 
meeting — request granted. 

Brother Wolverton, chairman, reported that the committee 
had purchased two lots, with a frame dwelling on one of them, 
on the corner of Oxford and Hunter streets, for the sum of $1,- 
400, and the deed would be made to R. W. Sawtell to hold till 
the trustees were prepared to accept it and assume the responsi- 
bility and the liability on the same. 

March 2nd, the Pastor extended the hand of fellowship to 9 
members. 

Sabbath April 6th, the hand of fellowship was extended by 
the Pastor to 1 1 new members. 

April 16th, business meeting. Deacons' report received and 
adopted. 
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Brothrori Toj)ping and Pavoy worn appoitit^^d U) draft a letter 
of apj)r(!ciali()ri of tlio Horviwm of Brother Carryer on hin retir- 
ing from U'lH dutioH afttir ho many yearH of faithful HervicoH aH 
church chirk. 

Hrotlinr 1). K. Clarke was appointed clerk and he with 
brethren Carryjjr and Pavny were appointed to asHiHt the Judnon 
iniHHion Ho(;inty of the College to obtain luHtorical information 
aHk(!(I for by Haid Hociety. 

May 2lHt, Brother Wolv(M*ton reporUjd Umj progreHH made in 
ref(!nmce to the nnw building and HubHcrintiotiH for the went 
end wh(;n acommittee waH appointed to collect the HubHcriptionn 
aH th<;y become due and pay the name to the treanurer of 
the truHte(jH, H. W. HawU^ll. 

Thn dehiga ten appointed to att(*.nd the iiHHociation to }>e held 
at Scotland thin year were BrethnHi Hatch, Duncan, BateH, 
BcardKall, II. il, Hawtell, Mcfi/iurin,MiHH Hatch and the I'aHtor. 
Total mimber of mcmbern 450. 

A resolution movtul by Brother Topping condemning the nale 
and df^Iivery of milk on the Habbath and urging all ChrintianH 
to fidly obM(;rve tin; Habbath aH a day of rent and religiouH dutien 
wan carried. 

May 2Htii, It waH moved by N. Wolverton, neconded by H. 
W. Hawtell that tlui friendn of the Kant Minnion raine $t)0 by 
HubH(;riptionH towardn paying a Htudent for the Hunnner. 

May 'JOth, yearly fnuiiKsial meciting. The reportn from (jvery 
depart<ment of (jhurch work were rcwid, received and laid over for 
dincuHHion an 1 adoption at the inembern' meeting. 

Th(f following officerH were then appointed: TnwiHurer, J. 
BeardHall ; (;l(;rk, 1). K. (ylarke ; treanurer of thebuihling fund, 
U. W. Sawtell ; Poor Fund, I)eiu;on Pavey ; benevolent Hcheme, 
W. P. ('have ; HUperintendeiit of Central Hunday Hch(K)l, 11. 0, 
Hawtell ; eant end, Bro. McAlpin. 

Habbath June Int, the hand of fellowHhip wan given to 12 new 
membern. 

Th(i annual memberH. meeting wan very enthuniaHtically at- 
t(!nde<l /ind a profitable time Hjwnt in the UHual manner. 
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June 25th, Brethren McKechnie and D. K. Clarke were ap- 
pointed to engage a student to supply the east mission pulpit. 
The $50 referred to having l>een subscribed. 

June 29th, Brethren McLaurin and Beardsall* were delegated 
to sit in council at Parliament street church, Toronto, to ordain 
a missionary elect for India. 

July 16th, Deticon's repoi-t read and discussed seriatim and 
adopted. 

The Pastor stated that tiie committee had elected Brother W. 
Winter to Hll the pulpit at the east end, and having preached 
but once was taken down with fever and would probably die. 

On motion of J. Beardsall, Brother McAlpiii was appointed 
at the same salary to take up the work. 

Brother Huston gave notice that in two months he would in- 
troduce a resolution in reference to the question of tax ex- 
emptions. 

Brother Biggins asked to have his name withdrawn from the 
building committee, F. B. Scofield and W. Coventry were added. 

September 10th, several committees were appointed to pro- 
vide for the holding of the convention here in October. 

Brethren Dfulson, McLaurin, Sawtell, Chave, Wolverton, 
Huston and Whitelaw were appointed delegates to the same. 

R. W. Sawtell reported that the west end church could be 
made ready for opening at the time of holding the convention 
and recommended that it be considered — referred to the build- 
ing committee. 

October 1st, the following resolutions were pjissed : (1) That 
Brother Wolverton be asked to preach the opening sermon at 
the west end, Oct. 19th. (2) Rev. S. 8. Bates to preach in the 
iafternoon and (3) Brother T. Trotter in the evening. (4) That 
Brother W. Coventry }ye appointed leader of the singing. (5) 
That the committee be instructed to procure a furnaoe for heat- 
ing the building. 

Brother McLaurin made request from Rural Dean Wade for 
the use of the audience room in which to hold a meeting in the 
interest of the "China Inland Mission" —request granted. 



FIRgT BAPTIST CUURCH 117 

October 14th, the Deacons' report adopted. 

A committee was appointed to take charge of socials. 

The convention was held in the audience room and was very 
largely attended by delegates. The business as usual was 
crowded into too little time, but there was no very special or 
exciting subject discussed. The reports showed a very prosper- 
ous year s operations. 

The new church was opened according to announcement and 
was well attended. 

Nearly all the pulpits in town were supplied by delegates to 
the convention. 

October 29 th, letters of dismission were granted to 52 mem- 
bers to organize a new church at the west end to be called the 
"Oxford Street Baptist Church." Among the number were the 
two strongest advocates of the entei'prize, viz : Brethren Wol- 
verton and McLaurin. They have always felt that it was 
wrong to give up the west end school, and for some time agitat- 
ed resuming and trying to recover the lost opportunity this 
time by starting a church for the convenience of our west end 
memljers. By persistent pleading Brother Wolverton at length 
got the members interest^ and the result has been the erection 
of a building capable of seating 300 persons costing alx)ut $2,- 
500, and the organizing of a church to which the "First Church" 
has dismissed about 80 of its members. The new church invited 
Rev. \V. H. Tapscott to l)ecome its paistor, who accepted the 
position. A farewell soci:il was held in the parent church to 
give expression to the good wishes of those who remained to 
those who formed the new church. Much credit is due to many 
earnest workers and contriljutors, but it would be invidious to 
mention any but Brother Wolverton, now principal of Bishop's 
College, Marshall, Texas, and Brother McLaurin who returned 
to his beloved work in India. 

November 10th, a resolution was passed naming this church 
"The First Baptist Church." 

Deacon Beardsall tendered his resignation of the treasurership 
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having accepted the position of canvasser for the Grande Ligne 
Mission. 

December 17, the Pastor and R. W. Sawtell were appointed 
to sit in council at Oxford Street church on the 29th inst., to 
recognize said church. 

The question of publishing the contributions of all members 
to the various funds of the church was discussed and the reso- 
lution laid upon the table for one month. 

Brethren Karn and R. W. Sawtell were appointed a commit- 
tee to complete arrangements for the concert to be held on 22nd 
December. The proceeds to be devoted to the choir fund. 

The Rev. T. S. Johnston, of London, to preach the anniver- 
sary sermons on the 21st 

January 21st, 1891, the Deacon's report was read and adopted. 

The discussion on the publication of names and contributions 
was resumed and adjourned after an informal vote largely in 
favor of the principal. 

February 18th, the deacons report read and discussed clause 
by clause. In reference to one on the music question, a com- 
mittee consisting of Brethren Karn, Huston, May berry. Bates 
and Sawtell was appointed to investigate and report at next 
meeting. 

February 25th, the question of publication before referred to 
was finally voted on and carried in the affirmative — to come in- 
to effect with the present year. 

The music committee reported in favor of proceeding (1) To 
secure new members for the choir. (2) To raise funds for the 
payment of necessary expenses and report quarterly to the 
church the condition of the choir. 

March 18. Deacons' report read, discussed and finally adopted. 

Brethren Feagles, Mitchell and Leadbeater were appointed 
ushers. 

March 25th, the Pastor and Brethren C. S. Kerr and J. I, 
Bates were appointed a committee to suggest arrangements for 
supplying the Tuesday evening preaching for the summer months 
At the East Mission. 
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Wednesday, April ftth, the music amxmitUsa reported that 
they were prepared to /40 on and engage the lemler, Mr. Sturgis, 
and the R()[>ran<>, Miss SlcDowell, if a guarantee fund of ^200 
were HuliKcrilMid. The hahince was then made up and the church 
attirmed the coui*h<* proposed by the committee. 

The eiust end conunittee rei)orted tliat they hiul received pro- 
mises from aljout twenty jjersonH, willing to take charge of the 
services at the mission. The re|>ort was adopti^l and the com- 
mittee continued. 

April loth, the deacons' report referred : (1) to revising the 
clmrch rcjll; (2) the annual report of the various treasurtirs; (3) 
the annual lett€»r, calling the memlxirs ni(»oting; and (4) the 
church letUjr to the a.ss(^>ciation — lulopted. 

Messrs. MaylxM'ry and Chave were appointed auditors. A. 
O. McKee, treasuriM', presented his (juarterly report. 

April 29th. A month's rest from preaching was voted to the 
ptMUiVy on account of his suffering from sore throat. 

May 20th. Ueac«Mi's report reiwl and adoi)ted. Delegates to 
the dissociation: ih'ethren Beard.sall, Hurby, C. Duncan, 11. G. 
Hawtell, J. I. iiati-s, A. Dickson, N. S. McKechnie, and the 
[)astor. 

May 22. The annual church meeting was hi^ld, and the usual 
routine business traiisacted. A vote of thanks was t<»ndert»d to 
all the treasurers tor etiicient work done. The clerk and 
assistant treasurers were asked to co-<»jM»rat<» with the trcfiisurer 
in preparing the annual year-lxK^k. 

Friday, June .Oth, 1891, the annual memliei's' meeting was 
held, th(? following n.'port of which is copitul from the **»Sentinel- 
Ueview" of June iUh: 

"The annual members' jneeting of th<i First Baptist Church 
of this town has IxM.-ijme an unalloycnl pleasure to all who attend 
it; and the one that was held Friday last was e(|ual, in every 
respect, to any f(jrm«'r me(»ting. The object is of a social and 
edifying character; .'giving the members an opjiortunity to con- 
verse with each ollu»r, on their i>ersonal struggles and enjoy- 
ments in their christian life, and marking their growth in grace 
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from year to year. The evening was particularly interesting in 
the fact : that during thx3 past year this church erected a new 
place of worship in the west end of the town, and discharged 
by letter 52 of its nieiul^ers, who formed a new church, and now 
have a settled pastor. An invitation was extended to the new 
church nionil)ers, and a large number availed themselves of the 
reunion. The pastor, Mr. Dadson, took the chair at 4 p.m., and 
an hour or two were pleasantly spent in prayer, praise, and 
speaking, una to another, of the goodness of God. 

" Tea was scirved in the lecture-room from four to eight p.m., 
when the pfistor resumed the chair, and, as in the afternotjn, a 
large number of old and young spoke of the past and present. 
Prol)ably the most inspiring talk was that from * Grandma 
Buitch,' now about 87 years of age, and who h«is been a zealous 
member of the church over G5 years. She was grateful for be- 
ing abU; to be present, which she had not expected. Another 
}nost iiitei-estiiig part of the programme, was the reading of 
lett(}rs (vom absent membei-s, from India and other distant4ands, 
as w(*ll as from various paits of. this continent, nearly all of 
whom sent contiibutions towards the building fund — to which 
the tliank-olFering is devoted." 

June 7th. New member's were given the hand of fellowship 
before th(i ordinance, and in the evening others were baptised. 

Junii 9tli. At the request of the Ingersoll church, for dele- 
gates to iru;et in council there, to try and settle a difficulty which 
had arisen over some doctrinal point, the following were ap- 
pointed, viz: Brethren Dadson, 11. II. Burtch, and 11. W. 
Sawtell. 

September IGth. The deacons' report rcicommended the taking 
up a special collection to supplement contributions to home and 
foreign missions — adopted. The delegates appointed to the 
convention at Tf>ronto were : the pastor, W. 11. Huston, R. W. 
Sawtell, J. Beardsall, D. W. Karn. and J. Powell. 

Brother Bates, for the committee of the east mission work, 
reported that it had been efficiently discharged during the 
summer. Report received and committee discharged. 
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Brother R. W. Sawtell was appointed to write the history of 
this church. 

The brethren of Medicine Hat asked for a contribution — 
granted. 

October 25th. The deacon's report received and read. It 
referred to the resignation of Miss Grove, organist; the anniver- 
sary services; social entertainments; Doe Lake church. Report 
adopted. 

The music committee reported that Miss Ketchum was the 
only applicant for the position of organist, and had been engaged. 

Brother Huston moved that the report of the music commit- 
tee be continued ; but, as this involved the question of authority 
of appointments, the matter was laid over for further considera 
tion. 

On the 20th of November, a public meeting was held in the 
First Baptist Church to say farewell to Brother McLaurin and 
family. It was largely attended by friends representing the 
denominational interests. Brother McLaurin had been here 
some years recruiting his heiilth, and during part of the time 
was engaged tis Foreign Mission Secretary, travelling from 
church to church all over the land and by his presence inspiring 
the denomination with the mission spirit. Now he felt his 
strength renewed, and he knew also, that some of the active 
workers disapproved of the system under which he was working. 
He resigned and accepted a position under the American Board 
in Bangalore, India, where the climate is favorable to his state 
of health. Expressions of deep sorrow were made at the con- 
vention in Toronto, but he could not be changed in his purpose. 
At this farewell meeting; very affecting addresses were made 
and replies given quite as effective. A beautiful portrait of 
brother McLaurin, painted by Brother C. Hatch, was unveiled 
and now hangs in the College chapel. Thus, for the third time 
our dear brother left his church, home and gave himself to the 
Foreign Mission work in India. A portrait of Mrs. McLaurin 
and youngest child was also painted by ^Mr. Hatch and sent after 
them to India as a present from her friends here. 
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November 18th, the deacons' report referred to seating of 
students, appointing more ushers and the holding of special 
services, all of which were dealt with. 

Brother R. G. Sawtell was appointed to see that notices of 
our church services are put in town papers. 

Brethren Downs and Tegart were added to the staff of 
ushers. 

R. W. Sawtell reported the action of the committee on socials 
and entertainments (1) A public reading in the town hall under 
the auspices of the Young People's Society. (2) The anniver- 
sary sermons to be preached by Rev. Ira Smith of London, on 
20th of December. (3) A sacred concert by the choir, under 
the leadership of Mr. Sturgis on Monday evening, December 
21st. (4) New Year's eve. suggested as a fitting time for the 
S. S. cantata. — Report was adopted. 

Sabbath, November 20th, candidates were baptized in the 
evening. 

December 16th, several candidates received for baptism. 
Deacon Karn reported that the choir could not give the concert 
proposed and it was decided to hold a social on the 21st, the 
proceeds of which to be given to the choir fund. 

Sabbath, January 3rd, 1892, the hand of fellowship was ex- 
tended to 12 new members. 

January 13th, R. W. Sawtell reported on the part of 
the music committee that in consequence of circumstances 
preventing the concert intended to be given by the choir 
according to agreement with the leader, there was a deficit which 
the committee could not meet and the principle of paying by 
voluntary contributions, he feared, would have to be abandoned. 
The question was referred to the deacons and music committee. 

January 14th. the death of Brother Cull is here recorded and 
a reference may be made to the fact that his godly life was a 
worthy example for emulation. He, for twenty years, was a 
faithful caretaker at the College here and by economy was en- 
abled to give liberally to this church towards its support for 
over 30 years, and even on" his death bed he remembered the 
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inHtituiionK which wen; entwined around bin heart and left Btnall 
contrlbutionH Uj thiH churcli, the Grande Ligne MiHHion, the 
Home and Fore i/;n MiHsion HocietieH and the hahmcis of hw 
little carningH to a friend. 

January 20th, the deaconH* rejxirt reixiininendeil that the 
church (iHHunie th(i ]»iiyuuiut of the Halary of MiHH McDowell and 
continue; MiHK OriHith'M werviceH for the prewent, and that a tea 
nuietittK Ix^ held at an early date to provide funds for the deficit 
referred to by the coniiiiitUje. — llejwrt /idopUjcl and matter ro^ 
ferred to the ladic^n, <;ornmittee on church work. 

January 27th, the ladicH' connnitt<;e report<jd favrjrahly of the 
Kug^ention of a Urn meeting and anked for a connnittee of 
brethren to ;iHNiHt in the undertaking. — Jieport adopted and a 
liOmnniU'M appointed. 

January 29th, the death of our dear brother, W. li. IIuHton, 
iH here record(;d. ile luid Ixjen a uujml>er of tluH church only 2 
or 3 yearH but hiH genial manner and ChriKt-like diH[K>Hition for 
doing good endeared him to all who knew him. II in dcMire to 
make the ('ollege asueceKHin training **hiH h^yn for life-work" 
W) largely pn*vailed that it might 1x3 truly Kaid that "he died of 
over work." That it was a denominational Iokk wan exempli- 
fied by tlu; large attendance from all ov(er the land at the me- 
morial HerviccH held at the College prior to connnitting his re- 
jnainH to its last rcHling phu;e in the Baptist cemetttry in thiH 
town. ThuN wfiH iiddf'd the laHt of a large number of honored 
te/icherH of that hcIkmjI who gave their Hvch to tlu? cause they 
eH{)OUKed for ChriKt's Hak(j. 

While referring to tliin subject it should be stated tliat the 
successr>r to iJrother HusU)n in the principalship of the College 
is our esteemed brother, Joseph T JiaU^s, whom faithful work 
and experience for 20 yctars were duly apj)reciat<;d 1^ the 
governors of McMaster University in th<^ a[)[H)intment m/iae. 

February 17th, in the absence of the pastor Brother Halli- 
burU)n occupied the chair. 

Brother McK<je reprjrU-.d progress in reference to the tea 
meeting, als<j read the treasurer's report for the. (|uarter. 
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The recommendation of the deacons to appoint Mr. T. A. Mc- 
Cleneghan choir leader was confirmed 

It was resolv(jd that two more deacons Ikj appointed at the 
next regular meeting. 

March ICth. Regular monthly meetuig. The treasurer report- 
ed the proceeds of the toameeting to be §110. 

Brethren J. I. Bates and T. C.May berry were elected deacoas 
in the usual manner. 

li. W. 8awtell reported that after long and serious consider- 
ation he had attenipt<id the proposed history of the church and 
now suggested that a social be held on the seventieth anniver- 
sary of the organization of the church, April 22nd, and that 
part of the programme be the reading of portions of said history 
for the criticism of the church with a view to its publication. 

This was adopted and a committee appointed to carry out the 
arrangement. 

April 6th, special church meeting according to notice. Bro. 
Beardsall introduced the question of the method of contributing 
to all denominational objects. After a long discussion on a 
resolution to raise everything by the envelope plan it was laid 
upon the tal)le, and the following appointed to consider the? 
matter and bring in a report, viz: 11. G. Sawtell, Karn, Beard- 
sail, Dickson, May berry and Bates. 

April 22nd, 1892, a social was held on this seventieth anni- 
versary when a large numl)er wtis present. The programme con- 
sisted of singing and the reading of the introductory chapters of 
the history of the church by the writer. After the recess 
Brother McKechni(j moved, seconded by Brother Beardsall that 
Brother Saw tell V>e urged to proceed with the history to the 
present time and that the church assume the publication of the 
same. The resolution was passed and thus endeth the record to 
dat<^ 

It might be (ulded in conclusion that in no period in the 
liistory of the church has it manifested greater zeal for the sal- 
vation of souls, greater liberality in giving or greater unity in 
aJJ departments of churoh work. 
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Tii« church is p(M'ineiiU*(l with tho MisHiun spirit. How cDuld 
it )KM>thorwiKo, with the continued inilucnco of KUch men lui 
Father liuU»K, Dr. Fyie, John Mcljaurin, A. V. Timpiuiy and 
the Bates fanuly,an(I others who have gone out from this churcli 
U} the F(jreign field ? 

Th<^ gr(»atest harmony prevails with the Oxford street off 
spring to which then* has been dismissed nearly eighty of our 
actual memlHTs. This, how(»ver, has Imhmi one of the events 
**that scattereth yet increaseth," for our m<;ml)crship is nearly 
as large as lK»fore. Our gifts to the treasury are yearly increas- 
ing and another increase of two hundred dollars lias Ikhmi made 
to our pastor's salary. I'or all these and th<j unenunujrated 
blessings we ascribe to the "God of all grace," glory: honor and 
grat<»ful juloration. 
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